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friends wlio an: Ktill my colleagues, and wo
took every step in our powur, wc spart-d no
|effort, wc left no stone unturn(;d, in orr'tT to gain
jthat objc^t. Th« Housewill rememberthutfor
,the purpose of eithcr cffecting arencwal of the

(Treaty, or if we could not obtain that, of ar-

riving at the same objcct by means of concur-

rent législation, my lionoruble friend the niem-
ber for Sherbrooke, at that time Finance Mi-
nister, and the présent Lieutenant-Governor of

Ontario, went to Washington on beh.ilf of the

Government of Canada. It is a matter of

history that ail their exertions failed, andafter
their failure by the gênerai consent—a consent

in which I believc tîie people of Canada were
as one man—we came to the conclusion that

ît would be humiliating to Canada to make
any further exertions at Washington, or to do
anything more in the way of pnjssing for the

renewal of that instrument, and the people of

this country with great energy addressed them-
Belves *o find other channels of trade—other

means of developing and sustaining our varions

industries, in which I am happy to say they

hâve been completely successful. Immediately
on the e;:piration of the Treaty our right te the

exclusive ust of the inshore fisheries returned

to us, and it will bo in remembrance of theA
House that Her MaJ'^sty's Government desired i

us not to résume, at least for a year, that right

to the exclusion of American fishermen, and
that the prohibition of Americans fîshing in

those waters should not be put in force either

by Canada or the Maritime Provinces. AH the

Provinces, I believe, dcclined to accède to the

suggestion, and it was pressed strongly on
behalf ot the late Province of Canada that it

would be against our interests if for a moment
after the Trtaty ceased we allowed it to be
supposed that American fishermen had a right

to come into our waters as before; and it was
only bi'cause of the pressure of Her Majesty's

Governmort, and our désire to be in accord

with that (Jovernmont, as well as because of

our désire to cairy with us tiie moral support

of Great Britaii), and the material assistance

of her fleet, that we asscinted with great

rcluctance to the introduction of a Sys-

tem of liciiuses for one year at a nomi lal

fee or riite. Tliis was donc avowedly by us

for llie purpose of asserting our right. No
greator or stronger mode of asserting a right

und obliiiniiig tlio acknowledgment of it by
those wlu) (lisired to enter our waters for the

purpose of fisliing could be devised than by
exacting [)ayraent l'or the permission and there-

fore it was that we assented to the licensing

System (hear, h(!ar), Although in 1866 that

System wa.-, commenced, it did not come im-
mediately into force We had not then fitted

out a Marine Police Force, for we were not

aitogether without expectation that the mind
of the Government of the United States might
take a différent direction, and that there was a
probabil ity of négociations being renewed
respecting the revival of the Reciprocity

Treaty ; and therefore although the System
was established, it was not rigidly put ia force,

and nf> great excrtion was madc to seize tros-

passers who had not taken out licenser In
the l'irst year however a great number of licenses

were taken out, but when the fee was increased
so as to render it

of our rights the
and fewer, until

the vessels who

a substantial récognition

payments became fewer
at last it was found that
took out licences were

the exception, and that the great bulk of
flshernien wlio entered our waters were
trt'spassers

; ard in addition to the fact

that our fislieries

were receiving no
berty,

boldly

by the

were invaded, that we
considération fov the li-

and that our rights were invaded
and aggressively, it was now stated

American Government or members
of the American Cabinet tliat the riînewal

of the Reciprocity Treaty was not only in-

expédient, but unconstitutional, and that

no such renewal could or wouki bu made.
The Government of Canada then in 1870,
after conférence with the Impérial Govern-
ment, and after receiving the promise of
the Impérial Government that we shouhl hâve
the support of their fleet in the protection of
our just rights—a promise which was faithfully

carriedout,—prepé red and fitted out a suflîcient

force of Marine Police vessels to protect our
lights, and 1 am glad to believe that that po-
licy was perfectly successful. Great firmness
was used, but, at the same time, great discré-

tion : there was no harshness, and no seizures

were made of a doubtful character. No désire

to harrass the foreign fishermen was evidenced,
but, on the contrary, in any case in which there

was doubt the officers in command of the
seizing vesse' reported to the heai of their

Department, and when the paperg were laid

before Government, they in ail cases gave the
oflfending parties the benefit of the doubt. Still,

as it would be remembered, some of the fisher-

men made complaints, which complaints,
although unjust, I am sorry to say were in

some instances made and supported on oath, of
harshness on the part of the cruisers, and an
attempt was made to agitate the public mind of
the United States against the people of Canada,
and there was at that time a feeling on the
part of a large ])ortion of the people of the
United States, which feeling I am, however,
happy to say lias since disnppearcd, tiiat the

action of Canada wasujifric iidly. Her Majesty's

Government were of course apixakd to l)y the
authorities of the United States on al! thèse

Ruhjects, and the complaints were bandird from
one Government to the other, and provtd a
source of great irritîition. Wliile this filing
was being raised in the United States there was,

on the other hand, a feeling aniong our fisher-

men that our rights were, io a very

great degree, invaded. In order to«ivoid the

possibility of dispute, in order to avoid any ap-

pearance of harshness, in order, while we were
supporting our fishery rights, to prcîvent any
case of collision between the Impérial Govern-
ment and the United States, or between the

Canadian authorities and the United States,

we avoided making seizures within the bays,


