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compleated, they had never engag'd in fo hazardous and difficult an

Enterprize. They would never have parted from tlieir native Land,

being neither Criminals nor Neceffitous ; and ihofe Countries which

have fmce added fo much to the Wealth and Grcatncfsof the Crown,

might have been a barren Wildernefs to thi jy-iy ; or what is worfe,

and more probable, n.ight have been fill'd with French Colonies,

whereby Prance would have reign'd fole Miflrefs of North America.

I believe it will be generally allow'd, that my Argument is thus

far right, if I can make good my fccond Propofition, ^/;s.

That thefe Governments have ^^ Propofition. Uat thefe

by no Mifbehaviour forfeited back Governments have by sv Mijli-

their Charters to the Crown. bavbur forfeited thelrClarters.

Some oftheableft Common Lawyers that England could ever

boad of, have maintain'd that a Corporation, being an Ens Rationis,

is in its Nature indifTolvable, and that therefore no Abufe of its

Franchifes can cfTed it in Point of Forfeiture, or determine its Be-

ing. If this Argument fhould be thought too fubtile and metaphyfi-

cal, 1 hope however it will be allow'd an Extreme on the other

Side, that a Corp ration fhould be threatned for every OiTence to Uv

feiz'd into the King's Hands. The Subjefls Abroad claim the Pri-

vilege of A hgna Charta^ wliich fays, that noMan fhall be lii:'u ab )v'e

the Nature 'of his Offente, and whatever his Mifcarriagf^ be, a

t-alvo Contenemento fuo is to be obferved by the Jud;>;e. IF thcriforc

they have committed Faults, let them be cb^izd, not d ;!ro/d ;

let not iheir Corporations be difiblved for any o her Ci:!:." •h:".n i

,
Failure of their Allc>:iaiice. But I need no: ' o iiUa ([\.- or r:'"

Other nice Point of Law, it being fafficient to Iaov: tl'at the Ch. r^N-

Governmen's are clear of ih:* f.verr.l Fads wh"ch have bcin ob-

jedlcd againft them, and aflign'J as Matter vS Forfeiture. In t!.e

Bill that was brcuoht into the Hou''c of Cciv.monn, tjvic were two
Allegations againft the Charter and Proprietary Govcrnniei.ts, vvhich

I fhall anfwcr, and then go on to confiJer fueh oth:r Complauiis

as I have met with from Time to Time agiinft thefe Government';.
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