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remaining colony, that of Saltcoatcs, nortli-wes<t of Winnipeg. I did

not go to, as 1 became 'satisfied, after interviewing about a dozen

heads of families in the two first-named i)laces, that visitors from the

•oldcomitry ' do moreharmthan goodto these particular settlers. If

creates an imjiression on their nunds thai puMic opinion at home is

actively agit ited on their account, and that ".-umething more'

remains yet to be done fin- them, in a very few instances this

feeling of expectancy has produced discontent, and led to idleness.

JUit all to whom I s[Mjke adnntted they were fiU" better off tlian

they ever would have been had they remained in Harris, Ij(>wis,

or the other ])arts of the Crofter Highlands whence they hailed.

John ^McliCod, frouj near Stornoway, I found farming a whole

section of (i tO acres. Jle hail 120 acres under whciit, and was l)reak-

ing seventy more for this year's sowing. Himself and three sons

worked tlu" land, with three yokes of oxen and a team of horses.

The old man told me iie had live luad of cattle, and thai he was well

satisfied with the country, and expected to do very well on his farm.

He contrasted its extent and his future prospects with the three-acre

croft on which he had lived for over forty yea > in the Island of

TiCwis, and his only regret was that ho couUl not bring his two

daugliters and a brother, who were still in Stornoway, out to his

new home. He assured me that all his crofter neighliours at

Pelican Lak(^ weiv doing well, though they, like himself, were still

in debt to the giocers in Killarney (the market town for J'l-lican

Lake), owing to the two bad years which followed their aii'ival from

Scotland.

Donald ]\lcI)onaUl, of Lewis, said he was well contente 1, bv.t

would like to pay Lewis a visit. He owns liiO acres, fifty being

under wheat, and possesses a yoke of oxen and three cows.

John IMcKenzie, senior, from liOwis, would like to return home.

He had been more of a fisherman than a crofter, and he ' longed for

the sea bre(>ze.' He had fifty acres under wheat, and was a})parently

doing well.

Kenneth IMacaulay, also from Ticwi-^, was delighted with his log

house, sixty-live acres of wheat (on a quarter-.-eclion of KiO acres),

three acres of oats, two cows, and yoke of oxen; but his son de-

nounced the whole of ^lanitoba, and all those who had helped to

bring him there. His father, however, blameil -the disturber from

Saltcoates,' who had visited Pelican Lake, for the discontent which

young Kenneth expressed, and assured me tLat it had no real

meaning.

Donald ^McDonald, Angus ^McDonald, John ^lorrison, and Allan

McLeod farm a section ((140 acres) in conjunction. I saw IMIO aci'es

of this under wheat, whik^ each had some five acres of oats in addi-

tion. They also possessed a yoke of oxen each, and from two to four

cows.
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