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thiit this H It (lovcrnnu'rit nuMi.<!ure, iui<l tliiit it ouf^ht

to ln' till ojicti (|U('stinu. Why doos he not rt'lire from
\i\-i sc-jit thcD? 1 woiihl not \>v II rfiiidiilatr for his pliicc

[i)r. lU'liin'kt'ii—•'Tliorc arc no caiHliitiiti's. Tile

Iv\(iiitive ('oiiiit-il lU't! nppuintpd."]
ThiMi I jun sorry for thu clioifp thiit has hoen innd"

Wliy, .Sir, tlio [irogrsininie sctllud hy (loveriiinetit

\\inil'I loiivc it virtually iin ojieii qiiL'^llon Uy relcrring

the terms to n popular vote. I may have something
io -ay upon tiiat hereafter. How patriotic will the

Moiioiirahlu geiitleinun he when he giie-J ont-iidc. and
says that this noiniiiative (.'ouiicil, presided over hy

a paid Colonial .Secretary, have done thi.>; ! How
vfiy easy it ii for an Hononrable gi-ntlennm to talk

aliuut the aulocraey of tiovcrnmcit, when it suits

tiim to do t*o. liook at hi.s conclnet in voting supplies.

When my Honourable friend on my left (the

eniher for Lilloof;) tried to bring in a Ilill to repeal

the (,'rown Salaried Act^, was he not rlioked olf hy the

Hononrablo member for Vietoria City objecting first?

Itnt I am only delaying the House. [ Hear, hear.]

The Honourable Magisterial nieniher for Victoria

City says, '-hear, hear. " Now, Sir, as far as I am
concerned the Hoiiouralile member has my full per-

mission to withdraw. [Laughter.] 1 have always been
ready to take a Hritish subject vote on this f|nestion :

but the Honourable member for Victoria has always
dissented from that proposal.

The Honourable member for Victoria City has a

remarkalde way of putting things. Hut a few days

ago he stated in this House, that if the people will

nuly support the (lovernmcnt in getting the terms
pvo'poicd, all w ill be right. I (piote from the Colonist

newspaper of 2oth Tehruary. IHTf, in which the Hon-
ourable gentleman is made los;iy, '-1 hope the people

will .-'Upiport the (Jovernment i'l trying to get terms."'

lie now conies down here and opposes them. [Dr.

Ilelincki'ti—"I dnut oppose the terms, I oppose Con-
fedeialio.i."] \ distinction williout a difference.

The llononr.ili! - Kxoeutive Conucilior says the time
is inopporlnne. I .say. Sir, that now is the time. \(

ihc new gold discoveries, wliicli have been mentioned
in the course of this debate, really exist, now is the

time to confederate, ami to take means to attract and
retain population. 1, Sir, liave spent live years of my
life in the mining distric',3 of California, and have
helped to liuibi up town after town : but how are tliey

now? Mnny of those towns which had llieir 0,000 in-

haliitauts have almost none now. It will be the

i^aiu" with our gold-mining litwns. I fear the Hon-
ourable gentleman will always say the time is inop-

portune, not only before the population arrives, but

when it is here, and after it goes. If wo can make
a gnoii bargain with Canada, by all means lot us make
it. and make it now. 1 like the word bargain, it

sound-- like business. What did the Honourable
memtjer for Victoria say at the last election? " Don't

let us have ('onfederation, for we shall have a furplus

revenue of i!loo,t)i)0 in 18<;0, and we will do better

without Confederation." Confederation was inoppor-

tune then. There was n large deficit or falling olf in

the Uevenue for IHtl!), and yet he says it is inoppor-

tune now. He said, yesterday, we shall have a re-

duction of the public debt in IHT;!, of about $.'{(», Ooo.

and by funding the floating debt make another .°aving

of$ir>.000 per year. So that for a paltry saving of

$50,000 three years hence, the confederation (luostion

is now ino;:portune. I am suprised at the Ho. onrabie

gentleman. First, it is iaopportiine, because of the

present depression ; second, inopportune at the last

tdeetinn, because things looked so bright; thirdly,

inopportune now, because we can save iSriOfOdO. Vour
predecessor as Minister of Kinanee, Mr. President,

promised great things, hut Hie Governor's Message
with the ICstimates shows ht)w they have turned out.

I do not deal in prophesy, lint in facts. 1-et any one

look at Cariboo. Look at Victoria. If we wait tor

the time to be opptirtune, we may wait until it is loo

late. Suppose any unforeseen accident were to liajipen

to our gtild mines. If the golden spring is dried

lip, the golden stream that now flows from Cariboo

to Victoria will be dried up al-o. We are asked by
|

the Hontmralile member lor Victoria to wait for thel

census of IrtTI. What has the census of Canada to do 1

wiih the question ? The basis of |iopulation as set:

forth in these terms is all fiction. It does not come
up tt) my idea of nation-making. Why not deal with

fads? Wliy set up some legal fiction of John Doe and
Uiehard Itoe ? 1 want facts not fiction. Let us base

our financial cab" 'ations upon facts, and tlie rest

will work itself o.ii satisfactorily. Mmh has been

said, during the debate, about the Iteil liiver Territory

and its settlement. For my part I don't care if the

|l{ed liiver dilliculty is never settled, so far asi( bears
(m the (|uestion before the Council. I believe that the
Red Hiver country, and the valley of the two Saskat-
chewans are not so favorable for settlement as some
amongst us are accustomed to assert. Hut whether
the North-west Territory is confederated or not, I go
in for Coufederaiion, hecanso I believe we can make
terms, and good terms, with Canada. The Honour-
able inemher for Victoria City talks of the drawback-
to Confederation arising out of the vast extent of
country, and our great distance from the seat of the
Federal Government. That will hardly scare anybody,
with the example of the Vnited Htates before us.

Next he says that the Dominion is only an experiment,
and that it may break up. How often have I heard
people predict that the Ciiited States, as a nation,
must break up, as it was only an experiment. Why,
Sir, they forget that the States had existed as separate
Gtivcrnnicuts for one hundred and fifty years before
their union. So with the Provinces of the Dominion
of Canada, they existed as separate Governments for

the last hundred to two hundred years, anil Confed-
eration is but the application of long tried principles
to a larger territory. Why did not the Honourable
member for Victoria City, when he said there were
defects In the confederation machine, tell us what the
great defects in the machine were? He has merely
raised up a scarecrow. Then he says it is absurd to

ally ourselves to jieople who were 3,000 miles away
;

but nothing in his argument showed me that the
absurdity was proven. I remember. Sir, when the
communication between California and Washington.
was by Panama and Nicaragua ; was California then
less to the Cnitcd States than now? We now can hold
commnnicatlon with Ottawa, by San Francisco and
the Pacific Uailroad, and will he as near to our
central (ioverument as Washington Territory. The
Honourable member speaks of people 3,000 miles
away, being unable to do as well for us as we could
do for ourselves. I believe they could do just as well

so far a.'- some general principles are concerned, if we
only settled the conditions jiroperly. With regard to

the States of the neighbouring Uepuhlic getting on
better than the Provinces or ouTselves, I would ask
where is the progress of Washington Territory as
compared with our own country? [Dr. Helmcken

—

'' It contains a much larger population."] The jtop-

ulatioii Is only five thousand voters I

The Honourable gentleman is pursuing the same
devious course as he did in past years, when ho op-
posed reform, when our Government might have been
beneficial to the Colony, had it been based on the
popular will. He says that the deposition of the Free
Port drove people out of the Colony. I take this

occasion to state that, in my belief, the deposition of
the Free Port was t!ie commencement of the permnn-
ent prosperity of this City : and brought in its train

the dawning of prosperity tl'.roiighout the whole dis-

trict, from Coniox to Sooke, which includes the dis-

trict whi( !_ I have the honour to represent, and
which now numbers six hundred voters, all of whom
ire pro-porous. There, Sir, lies the ke^, -stone of
Confederation ! If the terms between Hritish Columbia
and Canada do not jiroteet the farming interests, the
largest ancl the only permanent interest in this Colony,
Coutederatit.n will do no good. If it does not protect
the farming interest, I vote against Confederation,
first, last, and all tiie lime.

It would be most unwise to join Canada without
protection. We must have a control over certain

imports in the terms, for a protective tariff is the only
nducement to farmers to remain upon the soil. Wo
lepend upon them to build up a permanent interest

in the country, that will last for ever.

We mosi certainly do want extension of commerce,
lint the true mode to obtain extension is to add to its vol- •

ume internally. First, I believe in developing internal

trad(^ and industry
;
next, I believe in external trade.

Allow these terms as brought down by the Govern-
ment to pass, and in a few years you will reduce
Victoria to the position of a mere smuggling village.

Protection is a necessity. So long as there are nations
and national interests, so long will it he necessary to

have laws to protect those interests. Allow me, Sir,

on thi> point to say that there is a great revolution
in the value of realty, capital, and labour commencing
on the Pacific Coast. The ec|ualistttion of the value
of realty, capital, and labour has commenced. The
whole tendency of events in the countries to the south
of us, is to equalize the value of labour, of real estate,

of capital, of manufactures, and of produce on thia

Coast witli their value on the Atlantic side. No .such

revoliiiiou in values has ever occurred on the Paci6c


