
sfciii t(» express tliL' t't'olin;;' (»l joy that [)ei'V!id«'s nil iijiturt' i'l .liuu,'. The hiiuls

arrive here ulunit tlie iiiiildle ol" May, tlie iiiaU's coiuin<i; a few days before the

females. Ihey nsort at once to the liay meadows, and I'eiiiain there throu^litlie

nestini;" season wliieli is concluded by the time the hay is ready to cut. Whilst

on the farms their food consists entirely of insects, of which the catt'rpi liars that

feed on clover form the o-reatei' part. These cater]>i]lars are very abiuuhmt, an<l,

wliere they are not kejjt in check by the l)irds, .sometimes do seiious injury, so

that apart from its appearance, an<l its oood (|ualitiesas a nuisician, the Bobolink
has a claim upon us which entitles it to our best care and protection. After the

hay is cut the males lose their black and white plumaj^e, and beconu' bkc the

females and younij in apj)earance, of a yellowish brown color. They then asso-

ciate in small tiocks and fre(|ueut the marshes, feedini;' on wilil I'ice and the seeds

of some rushdike plants until the first frosts come, when the}- retire to tlie south

for the winter.

In the rice ^.^rowino- States tliese birds are sometimes accused of doinj;' con-

siderable mischief to the planteis' crops, l)ut J am inclined to tlunk that the

various spt'cies of blackbirds which also resort to these States, are the pi'incipal

<lepre(lators, and by reason of their fjreater aVmndanco do the most of tlu- damage.

Mcadoiildi'k. The Meadowlark is a common thouji'h, unfortunate!}-, iiot

now an abundant l)ird on the farm. Some years at^o it could be folmd wdierexer

the land was cultivati'd, all through the Province, but owing to its size and sl(.)W

straight tliiiht, which makes it an easy mai'k for the gunner, its numbers are

decrtiasing very fast. This is a great pity, for it is an exceedingly valuable bird

to the farmer. From the time of its arrival here in March until its depai'ture in

November it i-esorts to the cultivated land and grass meadows, feeding entirely

oji insects, and never indulging in grain oi- fiuit of any kind. All its work being

done amongst the crops upon which man expends his labor and to which he is

compelled to look for hi'^ sul»sistence, the benetit conferred is direct and should

be appreciated. We cannot make any return for the good it does, but we can at

least refrain from destroying its life, and exert ourselves a little to prevent others

from doing so. The class of insects upon which this bird feeds during the early

part of the season is perhaps the most injui'ious to vegetable life of all our insect

enemies. Its food consists chiefly of those known as cut worms, wire worms, etc..

al' of which work underground for the most part during the day and only emerge
from their hiding jilaces at night. By .some highly developed faculty the

Meadowlark is enabled to locate these creatures in their hiding places, and being

provided with a sharp beak of sutficient length for the purpose, is able to drag
them out and devour them. Of all the .stomachs I have examined prior to

Jidy. tlu* principal contents were wire worms, cut worms, and some few
other catt-rpillai's and beetles ; latei" in the season the food consisted principally

of grasshoppers. On two or three occasions I have found a few of these birds

winterine; with us. in the vicinitv of market gardens, and being curious to know
if at that .season they had been compelled to fall back on a seeder vegetable diet,

I shot one out of each lot. and 1 found the birds were in remarkably good
condition. Their stomachs contained, howevt^r, nothing but in.sects, chietly bugs

and beetles, which they had probably obtained from manure heaps and tlu;

refuse cabbages left in the gardens. These binls build a domed nest <in the ground,
in grass fields : their eggs and young are therefore liable to be destroyed l»y Crows,
skunks and other vermin, and those that escape their natural enemies are subject

to such conthiued jiersecntion from gunners who ought to know better, that our
b'autiful and useful Meadowlark is in danger of extermination, unless .some

effort is made for its protection.
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