
river where they have business, they carry them with them.
From Choiiacoet along the coast as far as the harbor of

Tadoussac. they are ail alil<e.

After this agreement, I had some carpenters set to work to

fit up a little barque of twelve or fourteen tons, for carrying all

that was needed for our settlement, which, however, could not

be got ready before the last of June.

Meanwhile I managed to visit some parts of the river

Saguenay, a fine river, which has the incredible depth of some
one hundred and fifty to two hundred fathoms.* About fifty

leagues from the mouth of the harbor there is, as is sai^', a

great waterfall, descending from a very high elevation with

great impetuosity. There are some islands in this river, very

barren, being only rocks covered with small firs and heathers.

It is half a league broad in places, and a quarter of a league

at its mouth, where the current is so strong that at three-

quarters Hood-tide in the river it is still running out. All

the land that I have seen consists only of mountains and
rocky promontories, for the most part covered with fir and
birch, a very unattractive country on both sides of the river.

In a word, it is mere wastes, uninhabited by either animals

or birds; for, going out hunting in places which seemed to

me the most pleasant, I found only some very small birds, such

as swallows and river birds, which go there in summer. At
other times there are none whatever, in consequence of the

excessive cold. This river Hows from the north-west.

The savages told me tliat, after passing the first fall, they

meet with eight others, when they go a day's journey with-

out finding any. Then they piss ten others, and enter a

lake,t which they are three days in crossing, and they are

easily able to make ten leagues a day up stream. At the end
of the lake there dwells a migratory people. Of the three

•The deepest sounding as laid down on Laurie's Cliart is one hundred and forty-six

fathoms The same authority says the banks of tlie river throughout its course are very
rocky, and vary in height from one hundred and seventy to three hundred and forty yards
above the stream. Its current is broad, deep, and uncommonly veiiement. In some
places, where precipices intervene, are falls from fifty to sixty feet in height, down which the
whole volume of water rushes with tremendous fury and noise The general breadth of the
river is about two and a half miles, but at its mouth its width is contracted to three-quarters

of a mile. The tide runs upward about sixty-five miles from its mouth

t If the Indians were three days in crossing Lake St. John here referred to, who«e length

is variously stated to be from twenty-five to forty miles, it could hardly have been the
shortest time in which it were possible to pass it It may have been the usual time, some of

which they gave to fishing or hunting. "In 1647, Father Jean Duquen, missionary at Ta-
doussac, ascending the Saguenay, discovered the Lake St John, and noted its Indian name,
Picouagami, or Flat Lake He was the first Kuropean who beheld that magnificent expanse
of inland water."— Vide Tra>isitctwiii Lit. ami Hn. Sot. ofQuebec, 1867-68, p 5.


