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wnys, but it is the meaning of the words
which they used and nlot the intention which
was in their minds that eventually con-
trois. If the intention that was in the minds
of the framers of confederation had gov-
erned, there Is neot much doubt but that
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and Prince
Edward Island would be entitled to-day to
the sanie representation ln this House
which they bad wben tbey ent*ered con-
federation. However, in the judgment of
the court, the language of the statute did
flot bear that meaning, and, therefore, the
representation of these provinces bas been
reduced. To takie the converse, altbough
it may not have been in the minds of the
franiers of confederation thýat a tunnel
sbould be built for the carrying out of this
service, nevertheless If the words actually
used could be made to include that meanlng
upon a rensonable Interpretation we are nlot
to go bacek and consider what was ln the
minds of men who used these words ; we
are confined to a consideration of what the
meaning of these words is when construed
from a reasonable standpoint.

There is just one other considera-
tien that it does not seem to me
the Minister of 'Railways and Canais
bas had sufficiently in mind. When
1 vislted Prince Edward Island some years
ago 1 found one grievance to which 1 have
repeatedly referred in the House and which
It seemed to me It would be easy to remedy.
That was the grievance 'that the Post Office
Department, the Department of Railways
and Canais and the Department of Marine
and Flsheries have different offices and dif-
ferent work and different responsibility in
connection with the winter service between
Prince Edward Island and the mainland.
1 have repeatedly polnted out to the House
durîng the last two or tbree sessions that
It would seem a comparatively simple mat-
ter to place the management of that wlnter
service under the control. of some one de-
partment, se that we would nlot have the un-
necessary and irritatlng deinys whlch have
taken place ln the transmission of mails and
passengers. I have neyer been able to
Imagine any particular reason why we should
have the Intercolonial Rallway service on
the malnland nnd on the Island under the
control of the Railway Department. and
that the connecting steamshlp llnk between
these two rallways should be under the con-
trol of another department. It does not
seeni to me there Is any necesslty for that.
Although the steamshlp service between the
Island and malnland may nlot be a ferry in
the sanie sense as the service at the straits
at Canso, nevertheless It Is a ferry ln one
sense and it is a part of the transportation
system between the two rallways. It would
be a step la the right direction If the vlews
expressed by my hon. frlends from Prince
Edward Island were given effect to and
the entire systeni placed under the control
of one department of government. If you,

had united management and united action
it wvould tend to a great degree towards the
avoidauce of these delays which are so Ir-
ritatiag and exasperating to the people of
Prince Edward Island. Something of that
kind should be done in the meantime until
the tunnel is bult, or at least until the gov-
ernment, after the lapse we hope of a few
more months wbich will bring the total
delay Up to about twelve years, shahl have
placed upon the table of the House that in-
formation upon ais subject whicb ought
to have been afforded to us long ago.

Hon. L. P. BRODEUR (Minister of Ma-
rine and Fisheries). In reply to the re-
marks of the leader of the opposition I may
say that in my opinion It Is advisable that
the wlnter steamboat service shourd be
under the control of the Department of
Marine on the general princIple that ail gov-
ernment steamers should be under the one
departineat because It requires speclal or-
ganization and speclal management. AI-
thougb there are some exceptions 1 be-
leve that generally speakiag that Is the
proper principle to follow, and that in the
public lnterest It will be better to have ail
our steamers under the one department.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. The bon, gentleman
would not suggest thýat the ferry at the
straits at Canso sbould be put under bis
department?

Mr. BRODEUR. That is purely a rail-
way ferry service which Is directly con-
neted witb the rallway and which trans-
fers the cars from the mainland to Cape
Breton.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. That is true, but
even when that ferry did not transfer the
cars, but merely traasferred the passengers
and baggage-it was then analogous to the
service to Prince Edward Island-lt was
under the control of the Railway Depart-
ment.

Mr. BRODEUR. It must be remembered
that the steamers wblch ply between Prince
Edward Island and the malnland are only
usçd ln that service during the wlnter
months and that la summer both the 1 Stan-
ley' and the 'Minto'1 are used for ight-
bouse and buoy service and for carrying
supplies.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. But my hion.
friend, I understand. is charging ail this
Up against Prince Edward Island.

Mr. BRODEUR. Oh, no. My bon.
friend mentioned the 'Montcalm., 1 slip-
Pose he made a mistake ln the ame. The
'Montcalm'1 is not used la the Prince Ed-
ward Island service.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. I said it was not.
Mr. BRODEUR: The boats used la that

service are the ' Stanley' and the ' Minto.'
The expenditures for the ' Minto'1 are set out
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