
LORD WESTBUR.

feats of a clever lad and a clever manl.
Ris was no case ùf drudgery workîng rip
to ability; of experience supplying the
want of talent; of luck and 'backing'
substîtuted for genius. fie haà as keen
and bright an intellect as nature ever
bestowed on man. Logical force,, ex-
quisite precision, alinormal memory, apt
language-these were among the gifts or
qualities which lifted IRichard Bethell to
the leadlership of the bar, and gave Lord
'Westbury eminence as a judge. le was,
as roiglit be expectedl fromn the possession
of sucli powers es these, a man of mar-
vellous independence of thouglit and of
juadgiienlt. Rie was the reverse o£ a slave
to precedent. fis judgments, ixîded,
are remarkable for their omnission of refer-
ence te, decided cases. la themi broad
priaciples and doctrines are asserted, and
legal heresies are denounced in language
bold, novel, and uncompromisirig. His
arguments at the bar were the forerun-
ne.rsefMls judgments on the bonci. IIad
lie held the Lord Chancellorship as long
as Lord E lii dîd, and been as thorough-
ly uncheckcd by other judges, he woul
have worked the law ùîito new grooves,
and chaiiged mach of the substancee of
car jurisprudence. From such resuits
the law las been saved by the authority
of other jadges, and perhaps te the ad-
vantage cf the iaw. But, as it is, ILord
lVestbury lias left the impreas of his
almaost revoluitioriary geniius on the juris-
prudence of tliecountry, and lias tauglit
lawycrs the rare art cf thinking- and j udg-
ing for theniselves.

In Parliamuent, in earlier days, bath iii
thc flouse of Commons anid in thc flouse
of Lords, thc oratory of Sir R. Betheil
and of Lord Westbury could make itself
feit. Unfortunately, the possession of
unrivalled powers of sarcasmn, capable cf
bing expressed in tones cf voice and
with a mariner by rio means calculated to
alieviate uts bitterness, tempted him iet
assaults wbich his vîctims were not likely
to forget or to forgive. But during the
last five or six years cf his life Lord
Westbury was rather a popular dharacter
in the flouse of Lords. Age lad softencd
bis disposition, and bis speeches always
contained a fund of wit and humour,
while his conversational powers -were an
unfailing source cf amusement and enter-
tajament hn the intervaIs of business.
His sincere regard and friendship for

Lord Cairns aise drew hin from anything
111e strong par' isanship in tlie flouse cf
Lords, and lie seemied te strive rather te
act the judge bn the advecate hn the
political questions befere the flouse.

To Lord Westbury is due tle credit cf
some cf the most important Acta cf Par-
liament cf modern urnes. The greatest
mnarvel in accarate and ingenioas legisia-
tien--e mean the Succession Puty Act
-owed its passage throughi the flouse cf
Commons te the acute and precise ex-
planations of the bill whiel lie, as Solici-
tor-General, gave ia aidl cf thle Chancelier
cf the lExebequer. fie aise had the care
cf the Prebate and :Divorce Acts, and cf
the, Fraudulent Trustees Act of 1857.
fis Bankruiptcy Act cf 1861 cari lardly
bce reckoned a sacems; bot the workinig
cf the measure was rained by tbe false
policy cf erasing from the bll the clauses
constitating a Chief Judge in Bankruptcy,
contrary te thecarnest advice of Sir R.
iBetheil. is warnings Proved truc, and
fi 1869 Parliament assented at last te
wlat lie bad proposed cight years pie-
viousisr; and, aIthough moch injury las
arîsen fromn tle persistent bluinder cf the
Government iii net appropriating a judge
te the Court cf Bankruptcy, yet the in-
jury would bave been far greater if ne
jadge at ail lad beau appointed.

We caunot close our criticism on the
career cf Lord Westburv witbout recalling
bis ardent and honeurable exertions in
esbablishing seme system cf education and
examination for the bar. To lis initia-
tive is due the present activity of tbe
mus,- cf Court, which bears a very marked
contrast te thc absolute inertia which
prevailed before lie inberested himself in
tIc question.-Law Journail.

Another Wisconsin manribas fallen a
martyr te the law which allows a womnan
to procure a policy cf insurance on lier
husband's life. The companues remark,
that under the present mixed condition
cf chenical expert bestimony, it would be
throwinig good money after badl te dispute
the dlaim, although. they know wlere aIe
bought the strychnine.

0f the present United States Senate it
is stated that eut cf the 74 members, 46
are Iawyers.
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