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election of a Benchier in lis place, on the
-iýst Tuesday of next Terni.

The petition of J. C, Johnston allowed.
Messrs. Benson, Blake and Burton

were appointed a Committee to attend ex-
aanations i vacation before naext Term.

Mr. Evans appointed Examiner for

noxt Term, and the usual Foe ordered to,
be paid hi for his services as Examiner
this Terni.

Mr. Lemon elected a I3encher in place

of Mr. Palmer.
The Hlon. D. E. Blake elected a Ben-

cher in place of the HIon. S. H1. iBlake.
The appointment by the Treasurer of

Mr. lEsten as Secretary, Sub-treasurer and

Librarian confirmed.
Salary from lst iDecember 1872, np to

2lst ])ecember in sanie year, ordered to

bc paid to Mr. Salter J. Vankouglinet,
late Reporter of the Comnion iPleas.

Report of the Committee on iReporting
received and adopted, and a contract re-
specting the CharnIer Reporting ordered
to be entered into on the basis rnentioned
in the report, subjeet to approval of Coi-
inittee on Reporting.

Ordeîed that fifty cents be added to
annual Certificate Fee, for the purpose of
paying postage on Reports.

Mir. McCarthy gave notice for first
'ruesday of next Terni of a resolution for
thue meeting of Convocation during Vaca-
tion.

The Treasurer and Messrs. Mcl{Kenzie,
Blake, Burton and Mogs were appointed
a Conimittee to urge upon Governinent

better ternis in the surrender of part of
the Osgoode Hall property to the Crowu.

'81,400 granted to the Library Commit-
tee for the purchase of American Reports.

The Hon. D. E. Blake appointed on
the Library Committee in the place of thc
Hou. S. H. Blake.

J. ILLYARD CÂAMErlON,
reasurer.

SELECTIONS.

THE -BENON AND BAR 0-F
Q UEB-EC.

Can any niember of the Bench or Bar,
placing bis hand sur sa conscience, after-
the fashion of speech of our compatriots,
say that the legal profession hoilds the place
which it shiould occupy in the Province
of Quebec I No judge, no lawyer can by
any possibility have so low an idea of liis
profession as to answer the question in
the affirmative. What then have been
the causes productive of this degradation t
Is it that with the increase in importance
and wealth of the mercantile class, the
learned prcfession munst lose -weiglit i
society î Ils it that the capacity to maire
and k eep money is recognized now-a-daye
as the niost virtueus and useful occupa-
tion of nian ? or is it that within the last,
flfty years both Bench and Bar have de-
teriorated, and judges and lawyers at tha
present day are inferior to their predeces-
sors haif a century ago.

There uan he ne doubt that the increaseý
of commerce and the large fortunes real-
ized thereby have tended to raîse socially
the position of men engaged in trade.
Whilst but very few practitioners at the
Bar have realized an independence, and
net one a fortune, since the commence-
ment of the century, men are seen in the
streets of Montreal every day, who, with
but littie education, have in the course of
a few years, by successful trade or lucky
speculations, amassed large fortunes and
retired fromn business, in the flower of
their age, to enjoy the delights and intel-
lectual charms of sopiety. To the Quebec
lawyer ne pleasant prospect of ease and
competence in the decline et life presents
itself. His life path is monotonous,
shadeless, arid, dnsty, resenibling one of-
these roads traversing some of the depart--
ments in France, straight as an arrow and
losing itself in the distance, without a
solitary tree te break the sameness of ita
aspect, or te cast its grateful shade over
the aching head of the way-worn traveller.
The upright practice of bis profession
brings ne reward. iLs learning, bis tal-
lents, are of ne avail in the race, for hi&
honesty is tee crushing a weight for bur
to live thc pace with others unburthened
by acruples of conscience. Veîilyit would
sei as if it had been for the last twenty
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