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When we reached the bank of the river, the

devoted creature, incapable of returning as of

proceeding, and equally so of reaching that

portion of the bridge by which she might have

attained the opposite shore, was standing tri-

umphing and clapping her hands in the odious

foolery of boastful drunkenness. A great crowd

of alarmed and disgusted spectators stood in

silence on the shore. The peril of her

situation had hushed their ribaldry, and they

awaited her fate, many expressing their indig-

nant wishes that it might be speedily consum-

mated.

In the mean time, several young men had gone

up the river to the Napoleon Ferry, with ropes,

to cross to the opposite side, in order to assist

her from the bridge, and they reached the bridge

just as we came in sight. They were not long

in flinging an end of the rope to her, which they

called to her to fasten to the boat-ring; Mr.

Herbert entreated them not to be in such haste,

for she was in no condition to fasten it pro-

perly, and begged and prayed, though the even-

ing was closing, to let her remain as she was,


