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had stood there for oenturiee, but the trees around

probably remembered the laying of the first stone.

Below, the red front of the reotory gleamed with a

warm tint in the midst of grass-plots, flower-beds,

and fir-trees, with an orchard at the back, a paved

stable -yard to the left, and the sloping glass of

greenhouses taoked along a wall of bricks. The

living had belonged to the family for generations;

but Jim was one of five sons, and when after a

course of light holiday literature his vocation for

the sea had declared itself, he was sent at once

to a "training-ship for ofiBicers of the mercantile

marine."

He learned thert a little trigonometry and how
to cross top-gallant yards. He was generally liked.

He had the third place in navigation and pulled

stroke in the first cutter. Having a steady head

with an excellent physique, he was very smart

aloft. His station was in the fore-top, and often

from there he looked down, with the contempt of

a man destined to shine in the midst of dangers,

at the peaceful multitude of roofs out in two by
the brown tide of the stream, while scattered on

the outskirts of the surrounding plain the factory

chimneys rose perpendicular against a grimy sky,

each slender like .& pencil, and belching out smoke
like a volcano. He could see the big ships depart-

ing, the broad -beamed ferries constantly on the

move, the little boats floating far below his feet,

with the hazy splendour of the sea in the distance,

and the hope of a stirring life in the world of

adventure.

On the lower deck in the babel of two hundred


