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20 THE ENGLISH

disregarded as unimportant, that he had a wife

with whom he never lived, a church in which ho

never preached though paid for the duties, and a

congregation w4iom he neglected though he did

not omit to collect and receive his tvthes. Revenii'c

quickens the senses, and magnifies every ohject it

beholds. They were astonish(!d at such enormities,

and regarded their idol rather as a demon than a

saint. They immr liately disowned his name,

spurned the appellation of Brownists, and called

themselves Congregationalists. Their situation at

Leyden had become uncomfortable for them, and

they were apprehensive they should be absorbed in

a foreign population. Their means also were

greatly reduced, and they saw no mode by which

they could be recruited. They sensibly felt the

effects on their zeal of the neglect or indiffcrence

of the Dutch.

So long as they were opposed or punished in

England, it was easy for their leaders to face the

flame of their sectarian ardour by appealing to

their passions as men, and they derived a secret

satisfaction in plotting the ruin of their rulers,

both in State and Church, and in retaliating upon

them the injuries, whether real or imaginary, they

suffered at their hands. The moment the union

for common defence was dissolved by repose, one

great incentive to fanaticism was destroyed. Their

vanity was no longer flattered by the sympathy of


