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AN AMi;UUAN tll'lMON OK lANAIIA AM' ITn KKSOI'lll KS,

The tollowiiij^ in taken from tlio SlisHiHMijipi Niillcy l.ttmhif ninii uml MdMiil'urluiir,

aud iH ail instance of tin- t'celiu^ uxiNtiii>{ acronH the bordor ru^ardin^ thtr a^^riciiltiiral,

tinihor ami tniiioral iCHOiirut^H of Canaiia :

—

" liiist ssi'cU we had ocoason to notice the comiiuuiceiuont of tlie couHtruetion of

the \ViMMi{>L';{ A iliid~.oii liay iiiiilsvay, and ailiKled to the niisiii)prehenHii i vviiieh

uxihtn in refertiuot to tlie ^roat rei^ion Ivoouii an itiitisli Aineriea, Htn teiiin^ ii t hroad
helt from tlir .\ll'iiiti<' to tliu i'acillc and nil noilh ')t the noitht iii honndary of tlie

I Uittid States to tlie Arctic renionn. 'I'iiiH haH ht^en a hrni innhjiuia to ail tlio world
except the lludHon Kay l''ur Coiupanv, who cartdully concealed its wonderH from tho
pulilic j;a/.o for a i:enlury. A tliin border of sottlonientMntrelciied tlieiuelvoH out tlie

lont^th of the St. Lawreuco Kivur, and pushed their w.iy wowt alouu tlu! Houllierii

liritish border until they have reached tlie I'acitic coast. 'Ihis belt of Hay 100 niilcH

wide and :i,()l)() miles lon^ h is b-en demonstrated to Ix! not only a habitablt! country,
but one ca|ial)l(; of Hiistainin^ as dense a po|iulation as the same belt across Kurope
and Asia does now. A ((uarter of a ciintury ayo a larne part (jf this belt was r« ported
to lie an arid waste, ho IiUmU aud ihisolate that oidy furred animals and l'ls(|uiinau\

could inhabit it. Now Manitoba, .Vssinil lia and Saskatcliewun arc conceded to be the
best rivals if not superiors to Dakota an 1 Montana as wheat produciuf^ countries.

\ast mineral de[)()sits are Iminj^ developiMl, and forests c()mpar«;d with which all the
prini»;val tinjber of the I nilcil States was but a little ^jrove, arc; now known to ex-

tenil in an unbrokeh bro<id belt from the ('[iper Peace and Saskatclu^wau country
south and east across the Nelson Uiver and northern Lake \Vinnipe<^ country, away
over the Spanish Hivcr and the vast Ottawa reniou, and eastward way down to the
mouth of t.'ie Suj,'uenay Uiver aud southern Labrador and the Atlantic coast. The
vast and almost inexhaustible supply of timber would sup))ly tin; two coutiiuints

loiif^er than the fori sts of Norway, Sweden and IJussia have lasted Murojie. These
forests the rac(^s who anteceiied the |{ joiaiis (;oiiimenc(Ml t<i hew down, aud they are
still the j^reat source of Kuropean supply. What tliesi' threat northern woods of

Lurope are to thatcontinent, liritish America will oueday be to this. What the pos-

sibilities of devt lo[)iiient iu British .\merica aie cannot now be surmised, but euouf^li

is known to warrant the belief that it can fetid the wdrlil. The bulk of tlu! population
of tho Tuited States inhabit tho belt n ado by ;J(') ° on the south, 48° on the north.

The next l'2° of latitude on our north and hundreds of miles lou<ier than ours is

callable of sustainiiif^ fully as f^reat a poimlatiou. Its nntural location iind facilities

for reachiuj^ the old world markets are lar better than ours, aiid under the fosterinf^

care ami aided by tho enormous wealth of the mother country, its development ma>'
he far mor(! rapid than oven is the marvellous jiroyress made on our own side of the
line. The sudden construction of the tranHcoiitinental tiafllc line, tho Canadian
I'acitic Railway, has in five years fully inauj^urated an era of prof^ress scarcely paral-

l<;led iu the world's history NVe have not the figures nt hand to j^ive tho jiopulation

and wealth which has seemiu^iy spiuiii^ into exit-teuce in the North- West I'roviijees,

hut it is ama/iuf». The s(!Cond step in tlu^ j;;raud drama is the construction of the
Hudson liay \- Winnipeg Uoad. Tlies(i two lines, with the lateral feeders which will

sjieedily follow, are the certain means by which Mn^land intends to create a new
Indian empire out of which to till lusr c( Ifers in af^es to eouKi. This <^reat jiolitieal

movement on the [lart of our Greatest rival has a siuniticance to us beyond anything
wliit'h has occurred in American history, save the Revolution and the Civil War.
There is no (juestion but that the Mritish American Provinces can be made to produce
a superabundance of almost every comiiHulity now [iroducc^d in or exported from the
double tier of Northern States. IJreadstutfs, meats, wool, Imiiber, etc, which form
tlu! hulk of Northern States (export, are already produced in them iu such considerable
((uantities as to seriously afT(iet our value at home aud abroad, 'i'hese provinces
promise soon to supply the I'liiropeau demand, and under their free trade privilej^e

(which means maternal protection), cheap liviiif^, cheap labour system, with their

more economical methods of life, can and do produce all the staple coninioditioH

cheaper than we can or do.

Another important factor is the threat matter of transportation. With our long
rail routes so crooked and circuitous that we have to ^o two thousand miles out of

our road to reach l%iirop('aii markets, and tliest! routes iu the hands of the most heart-

less and soulless corporations which ever affected a nation, who rend«!r fair comjieti-

tion with our nortli<irii lUMj^hbours an impossibility by their systems of extortion and
rohb(!ry. These considerations render it extremely doubtful if it will be possible, at

the end of another decade, for the wheat raisers aud stock producers of the North-
western States to earn r. bare livin<,'. There must be a radical chaufje or Asiatic and


