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|mni|>, wliicli my fatlnT imported from "tlu?

Statrs," wtis one of the stivun wondcrH even in

my time. Tlicn, a<^ain, settlement hy the river

had food as well as water supply in view, foe,

unvexed by the present-day hindrances to fisli-

culture in rivers, lar^a; numhersof fish, from the

" ^^old-eye " to the stur^aum, ottered a provision

by no means to be despised. As to the narrow-

ness of the farms, it can readily be seen that the

colonists settled close together for nuitual de-

fence in troublous times, and for the advanta<,^es

of social life, as well as for church and school

facilities: and if the sons, settlin<; on subdivi-

sions, seemed lacking in ambition, it must be

remembered that to go outside the settlement in

the early days was to exile oneself absolutely

beyond the pale of these advantages.

From the beginning of settlement, farming

was the principal occupation of the colonists.

Buffalo-hunting, fishing, etc., were incidents in

the life of somewhat rare occurrence thereafter.

Some of the younger men did follow the buffalo,

but for the most part the delicacies of buffalo

meat, moose nose, beaver tail, etc., were obtained


