
ly known to us except by their misery; I had been misinformed.

They are British subjects, however with ourselves and came liere

in the hite war with the U.S. The head of the family bravely

stood forward in defence of the coLUitry, but was uniiappily taken

prisoner. In this situation of difficulty and distress he fully prov-

ed his loyally by contriviuij and procurini;- at his peril the means

of escape for two useful and respect,dile militia ollicers, one of

whom is dead, and the other lives in this place. He did not, he

could not escape himself. His youn^:;" and numerous family joined

him in the States and as soon as he could arrany;-e his humble af-

fairs, he returned to the country of his affection and came in hopes

of betterini>' his circumstances by honest and laborious industry.

But alas, such is the uncertainly of human life and everythinyf con-

nected with it, so thin the partition between h:ippiness and miser'-.

life and death, that in one short moment the wliole scene can be

chan<^ed and sadly reversed, to-day all joy and suiishine, lo-mor-

row afflictions and clouds, and which of us can say even the most

affluent that such reverse of fate is not impendini4- over au'i readv

to burst upon our head.

Is it in the power of man to avoid or avert the wise dis-

pensations ot Providence, I trust there is none so mad as to think

so, tho' 'tis too evident that poor, blind unthinkint;f creatures there

are who act as if they did. May the Almii>ht\' illuminate their

minds with His Heavenly knowledi^-e, that they may turn from

their evil ways and flee from the wrath to come. Believe me, the

best way to avoid the just and deserved punishment of our sins

both here and hereafter by the Almi_i>hty disposer of all events is

to humble ourselves before Him, to implore in fervent prayer with

minds abstracted from every earthly consideration, his pardon,

jjrace and mercy, and to copy the example and precepts of His

Blessed Son, our Lord and Redeemer, and althoui^h we cannot at-

tain to His spotless, pure and holy life, yet our endeavors in the

trial shall not lose their labour nor reward.

In my present discourse I will inquire how
this ^reat duty of charity is recommended to us

in the Holy Scriptures. There was nothintjf our Saviour

inculcated more strongly into the minds of His disciples for the


