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Canada ballQt-stuffingu and ballot-plugging
was being Iegalized.

What did we see at the la.st election?
Polis were held in the United States, from
the Atlantic to the Pacifie, to take the votes
of those men who- knew nothing of -Canada,
mnen who, did not know the names of the
electoral divisions, much less the names of
the candidates. Polls were held in very
many places in the United States, and
electors voted there to determine the fate
and policy of Canada lor the next four or
five years. I said that these men would
have to be coached and that ýtheir ballots
would go te the doubtful counties. I nover
expected that that would be but- a
hundredth part of the truth. The military
of Canada, here and in Europe, were en-
.tit.led to state their preference as to the
county to which their vote would go, if they
could nlot remeimber the place in Canada
where they had been for a turne, or if they
had neot beon four months residont in this
country prior te their enlistment. Here
are the questions that were5 put te thern
by the Military Voters' Act:

6. Specify the naines of the place or places
in Canada (givlng streets and numbers, where
possible) whereat you last contlnuously resided
during at least four inonths of the twelve months
lmmedlately preceding your appointment, en-
listmnent, enrolment or calllng out on active
service.

7. State If you can the electoral district
wherein such place or places in which you so
resided are situate.

8. If you cannot specify as required by ques-
tion No. 6, or state as required by question No.
7, then state in what electoral district or place
within Canada you have resided ai any other
time than is referrecr to in question No. 6.

9. If none of your answvers to questions Nos.
6. 7 and 8 specify or state as required thereby.
10 what eiectoral district do you desire your vote
to be applied?

This question was put to all the soldiers
on the othor side and te those in camp in
Canada. This Act, needlefs te say, opened
the door te fraud. The Canadian soldiers
were invited, 'honourable gentlemen, to
switch their votes .from the county in
which they had resided te a county where-
in their vote would be effective. In the
very heart of the -province of Quebec, within
striking di§tance of the city of Montreal,
in broad day-light, in the presence of repre-
eentatives oi both parties, eig-ht hundred
votes were switched into one county where
they could be more effective. I have seen
the instructions given te those eight hun-
d.red soldiers, and under the placid
eye of the colonel and with bis co-
operation the triick was done. The
instructions to those soldiers stated
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that it was neodless for .them te lose theix
vote if . it w.ould not be effective in thoir
own county, and th-at they -should put it
where it could be effective. The questions
which I have read te you were printed in
a small weekly, publi.shod for the soldiers
in barrac¶ks, and an answer was auggeated te
enable them te switch their ballots to a
county near Montreal. They were teld:
"To the sixth question, 'what place did

you live in for the four months rpreceding
your election'' You will answer, 'Cannot
say.' To the seventh question, 'Gan you
name the coun.ty in Canada wherein you
resided?' answe.r, 'Cannet say.' To the
eighth question anawer, 'Cannot say."' That
allowed thom te vote for the 'Governmeint
in a eounty where the Government .were
badly in need of those switched ballots.

Hon. Mr. SHARPE: May I ask the
honourable gentleman if those are not the
votes that Mr. OConnor, the Genoral Re-
turnîng Officer, threw out here?

Hon. Mr. DANDU:RAND: 1 was just
going te say that. The evidence will show
that manny of the officers, from the highet,
te the loweet, made a false oath.

Hon. Mr. GORDON: What is that?

,Hon. Mr. DANDURAND: Took a false
oath.

Hon. Mr. CLORAN: They were sworn.

Hon. Mr. DANDURAND: They took an
oath declaring that they did nlot know what
their residence was, previeus te their enlist-
ment. although most of themi were Cana-
dians, some of thern officers of high rank,
and .they switched their vote te à county
where it would be more effective.

Hon. Mr. LYNCH--STAUNTON: How
could the Government prevont that?

Hon. Mr. DANDURAND: By seeing that
no such leg-islation was placed on the
statute-book. I will answer my bonourable
friend (Hon. Mr. Sharpe) who bas just
asked me a question. Yes, the General Re-
tu.rning Offloer dfid roi ct fhose oight hun-
dred votes. But let my honourable friond
understand that a similar effort was made
and carried on in Europe, s.ccording te cor-
respondence I have from the other side.

Hon. Mr. BELOOURT: Successfully.

Hon. Mr. DANDURAND: In the case of
many constituencies -where there was a
large number of soldier electers, the sol-
idiers were asked te switch their vote into,
a doubtful county and not lose it in a
county -where there 'was no -need of it.


