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year 1886 the governnent took up the ice tug boat, froin Kingston, was selected, for
boat service. It was, previously to that, in reasons that nbody in the word a under-
the hands of contractors as a private enter-stn.Sew bog d nthradt
prise, tendered for and carried on in tiat a cost of $14,000 or $15,000, what was cailed
way, but Owing to an unfortunate acci- an experinlent, was made. As everybody
dent that occurred, and an admitted lack of tîmiglit know, tils weak, snail tug boat could
efhciency in the service, in 1886 it was taken fot be expected te accomphsh anything in
UP and conducted as a government service. the face of the difficuities that were there to
Previous to that steamers had been tried be enccuntered. Anybody that knew any-
Upon the eastern route, two boats, with thing about that place, knew that nothing
very little success, but in the year 1888 but a powerfui and strongly buiît boat would
the steamer "Stanley" was put upon do anytiing there. In the face of that, the

e eastern toute, and as most hon. gentle- Minister of Marine aý d Fisheries chartered a
men know very well, she has proved very tu- bat called ihe oPetrel' fromsomewhere
successful indeed, when the great ditliculties near Kingston fron the Collins' Bay Raft-
vhich she has had to encounter are taken'ing Company, and brought ler down at a
into consideration. She is not aosolutely suc- cost of something like $14,000, and she lay
cessful beasMe. ecaue the coin unication is far froin there ail winter. Reference is made to tiis
eingontiluous and atany nioment theisland experiment in the report of the departnient,

ilay be thrown out of mail and passenger in these words
communication for some days, and sometimes
weeks. Thathasoccurr dwith the "Stanley." Prince Edward Idand and the inainland, represeita-
But the comparative success whichI the tions had been male froni tutie totimeconcerningthe

'S'tanley" has achieved in contending withavy ice as led a great any peope to eaer during the greater at f the winter nh'av icehas ed a reatinan peole t between Capes Traverse and 'lormnentine. -Many of
believe that a boat siinlarly constructed if the inhabitants of the island have held the opinionat te nrrwst that commtîunicationt eould he kept iip betweeni thesePlaced at the narrawest point, between Cape points, wlich are not fine miles apart, hy a suitnb]eTorrentine and Traverse, where- the ice is steamer duiing the greater part of thewinter. It had
ail the tillie Diovin«ý whr t eels> heeiî statt&l hb tijeit ani( otilers interested that

e t, where it never freezes th, route, beiig a short cne, woull be more advan-
ast at all, ight be found effective, and tageois to the traveling pulie and a more direct

reduce the communication hetween the island route for the conveyance cf mails than to Pictou bY

ad the mainland to the matter ef a ferry. larlianent ewhodying these views, and xery sil
eor some Vears it has been argued that it repreentations have been made b' members o
Was the duty ofnno the saie conectio.iten of the governrnent tý) suî 'l- lhiring the ses'.siOi of 1896-97 a soin was %xot(l( I>y"nent the steanier "cStanlev" bv another boat paritaînexit with a view (f inaling the experiinent.~vhich, could b)e p ut upon twatiestern route ;teptuo lîat w-senpue The sutît was miot inotre thami stiflicieuit to charter antI
for hon. gentlemen will understand this, that ost a esi(P the wares cf theit wo e ust to Prince Ed ward Island, An o licer cf the (lpitieit vas given instructions
it w ld not be safe to transfer the "c Stanlev" to examine all sulttlI ýessels in the Ioiitioi %vith

vio.w cf si-lecting oee siittic'iitly strong, well eqiîippe(Ifron tre eastern route, where she is mîaking tnae way through iîîoving
airly effective commîunication, and put her ie.

UPen the western route where she might be No vessel e\actly stitable coill he fond for the
habOle to rJbea Vessels foir invigation ]n lu(- itiist especîallyte be locked up for the whole winter constroeted aid of a suitalse inodel. The hest vessel,and the province might be deprived of coin- however, tlit coul1 be procored for the expexinieiit
runication during the whole of that time, the -Petrel, o)viied 1y the colins Bay Raftmni

and thrfforewithzcand 1"orwardixig Compaîy.tiN Tle - Petrel is a ,teeïand therefore with one boat the western route tiîg boat cf str
cannot be fairly tested. Last year the power and diaws 9.t feet cf watcr. The steamernade
Present gox ernment made an attempt toe tripý aross'the strait during the xviter, and

duîriiîg tîtese tripîs carifîîl ohserv ations cf the tides,test the practicability of steam communica- leads the iee the force cf the ce against a vessel
tien on this western route between Cape endeavoiriîg to work ler wav through it, and the
Tornetie mm aeTaxe'ee~nvr st anditinost coîîveîieîît phîces for Iaîîdiîîg wrnentinle aind Cape Traverse. I amt very a e8orry-and I think I speak the sentiments As the "Petrel "vas allowed to remain until the
Of the people cf Prince Edvr Isndoetig cf navigationi iii the sprîng an oficer on h"rd

th epeo rne Edward Island Oei qmst uiversallythat that experimenttes res ting the ifficultie preseted
as tade ut ail under theciu t to steamn comunication, and in what c u enth these

W's llae a ai uner te crcuistnce. iobstacles were the greatest. 'rhe thickness cf the ice
Instead of building, or procuring a boat that sud the quantity passing thrcugh the strait, hack-

ward and forwards, are datters upon which the de-Sfrcth icea inere partnnt desired information, te he able te arrive at
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