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law that would sanction or allow the aiding or abetting of suicide
or active or passive euthanasia.

GUN CONTROL

Mr. Bob Ringma (Nanaimo—Cowichan, Ref.): Madam
Speaker, I am pleased to present a petition in accordance with
Standing Order 36 on the subject of gun control.

The petitioners request that Parliament support laws that
would severely punish all violent criminals who use weapons in
the commission of a crime. The petitioners also request that
Parliament support new Criminal Code firearms control provi-
sions that recognize and protect the rights of law-abiding
citizens to own and use recreational firearms.

[Translation]

QUESTIONS ON THE ORDER PAPER

Mr. Peter Milliken (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of
the Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Madam
Speaker, I suggest that all the questions be allowed to stand.

The Acting Speaker (Mrs. Maheu): Is it agreed?

Some hon. members: Agreed.

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

[Translation]

SUPPLY

ALLOTTED DAY—FEDERAL-PROVINCIAL JURISDICTIONS

Mr. Gaston Leroux (Richmond—Wolfe, BQ) moved:

That this House condemn the government’s legislative agenda, which makes
clear its intention to usurp provincial areas of jurisdiction and construct an
entirely centralized state, as can be seen from Bills C-76, C-88, C-46 and C-91,
all designed to take substantial powers away from Quebec and transfer them to
the federal government.

He said: Madam Speaker, on this opposition day, the Bloc
Quebecois is presenting the following motion:
That this House condemn the government’s legislative agenda, which makes
clear its intention to usurp provincial areas of jurisdiction and construct an
entirely centralized state, as can be seen from Bills C-76, C-88, C-46 and C-91,

all designed to take substantial powers away from Quebec and transfer them to
the federal government.
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With this motion, the Bloc Quebecois, the official opposition,
is seeking to denounce the extremely centralizing offensive

Supply

launched by the present federal government. It also wants to
show that the ultimate goal of the federal Liberals is to establish
a de facto unitarian state in Canada. We have seen with recent
federal pieces of legislation dealing more specifically with
regional economic development, such as Bill C—46 on establish-
ing the Department of Industry, Bill C—88 on interprovincial
trade, Bill C-91 on redefining the Federal Business Develop-
ment Bank, and Bill C-76 regarding certain dispositions con-
cerning transfer payments to the provinces, the increasingly
centralizing approach of the present federal government.

This motion, which I present this morning on behalf of the
Bloc Quebecois, is a warning to provincial governments to
beware of the interference of the federal government with regard
to regional economic development. I urge them to be vigilent
and not to let some of their powers slip away as their provincial
autonomy is put on the back burner because of the upcoming
referendum in Quebec.

Even though every single piece of legislation being presented
by the federal government in the area of regional economic
development has an impact on the political autonomy of all, this
morning, I want to address my comments more specifically to
my fellow Quebecers. Because they deny the specificity of
Quebec, and the need for Quebec to have its own tools of
development, it is in Quebec that federal centralizing measures
hurt the most.

One of the effects of the Constitution Act, 1982, the “Canada
Bill”, was to establish provincial equality where all provinces
would be on the same level. It created a sort of egalitarianism
which denied the Canadian duality and the very existence of the
Quebec nation. It is on this kind of egalitarianism that they will
base today’s Canadian nationalism. Towards the end of the
sixties, Pierre Elliott Trudeau came to power with a nationalistic
vision that he would not give up in spite of repeated interven-
tions. The establishment and development of a more unified
Canadian economy had to be based on the rationalization of
government operations and on the concentration of powers.

In June 1978, in a context of unilateral patriation of the
constitution, the federal government published a meaty declara-
tion by Pierre Trudeau under the title A Time for Action. In fact,
it was a very elaborate constitutional reform project. One can
see from that declaration that, even though the Canadian people
is the result of sociological and historical diversity and com-
prises the first nations, who have legitimate rights we must
respect, two large linguistic groups and numerous cultural
communities, the constitutional approach of the federal Liberals
is essentially based on the primacy of citizens and individual
freedoms.



