
January 20,1994COMMONS DEBATES92

The Address

very much changed the dynamics of how the government will be 
operating in the years to come.

• (1225)

The member said: “all walks of life”. I just want to ask the 
member whether he has any groups of aboriginal people in his 
riding and where his party stands on the issue of the inherent 
right of self-government because in the throne speech mention 
was made of the recognition of the inherent right of self-govern
ment for aboriginal people.

I just want to ask the hon. member this. I realize he may not be 
the person dealing with aboriginal issues but he may well know 
the policy of his own party.

Mr. Silye: Mr. Speaker, in response to the hon. member and 
going back to only changing the faces and not the system, I 
perhaps may not have explained myself very well. If all we do is 
change the faces and not the way we do business in this House, 
not the way we look at how we spend money, not the way we look 
at how we evaluate programs and not the way we decide what is 
in the best interests of Canadians then we will have accom
plished nothing. Whether we have aboriginals, Hungarians or 
different colours, it does not matter. We must have systemic 
change in this House. That is what is important.

Canadian voters wanted change and expressed it by sending 
so many new people to this House. They have changed the 
people so it just follows logically that we have to change the 
system.

In response to the second part of his question with respect to 
aboriginal rights, my party and I are very much in favour of 
working with aboriginals towards self-government and for the 
fulfilment of their dreams.

[Translation]

Mrs. Pauline Picard (Drummond): Mr. Speaker, I appreci
ate the hon. member noting that the government must balance 
the budget. However, the approach taken will be the critical 
factor. We are confident that the hon. member and his party, the 
Reform Party, will agree that spending must not be reduced at 
the expense of the least fortunate. A parliamentary committee 
should be convened to review each separate budgetary expendi
ture.

[English]

Mr. Silye: Mr. Speaker, I would concur with the hon. member 
that balancing the budget is a priority. I would also concur that a 
review of the spending estimates, program by program and then 
line by line, is very important and one that would provide great 
benefit to this House.

Mr. Herb Grubel (Capilano—Howe Sound): Mr. Speaker, 
before I was elected to this House I was a professor of econom
ics. How I wished I could use the threat of failing grades to get

the attention of this audience. Unfortunately I have to use other 
means.

My position here has cost me dearly. Upon learning about my 
election my former colleague and friend, Milton Friedman, 
noted that now I had become an unreliable economist. You can 
imagine my dismay when the hon. member for LaSalle—Emard 
the other day said to me in front a large audience that I could 
expect to be at the bottom of the totem pole as a member of the 
House who is also an economist.

Before I present my comments on the throne speech. Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to take this opportunity to tell you and the 
hon. members of this House where I come from in a number of 
senses.

I arrived in North America in 1956 at the age of 22 with only a 
light suitcase full of clothing and the heavy baggage of a really 
thick German accent.

• (1230 )

Through hard work, lots of luck and a long odyssey of 
academic positions in the United States, in 1971 I saw the light 
and accepted a position as professor of economics at Simon 
Fraser University, which, as you may know, was identified by 
Maclean’s magazine as the best Canadian university in its class 
last year.

I love my adopted country of Canada. Its system of democra
cy, liberty and opportunity has made it possible for me to be in 
this distinguished Chamber today. Its economic system has 
produced the highest standard of living for the largest propor
tion of the population of a country in the history of mankind. I 
have dedicated myself to the defence of this system against the 
onslaught of excessive government in the lives of Canadians and 
against the massive deficits that threaten its very existence.

There is no perfect economic and social system in this world. 
But I think that the efforts to perfect ours have gone too far. 
Some of our country’s most serious economic and social prob
lems have been caused by well-intentioned but flawed govern
ment programs. That is why I believe that the solution to these 
problems is less, not more, government.

Geographically I come from the riding of Capilano—Howe 
Sound which is scenically one of the most spectacularly beauti
ful ridings in all of Canada. It consists of the Vancouver 
bedroom communities of West Vancouver and North Vancouver 
which enjoy one of the highest per capita incomes in all of 
Canada. The riding also includes the industrial town and port of 
Squamish, the farming community of Pemberton and last but not 
least the resort community of Whistler which has been for some 
years identified as the best ski area in North America. In a recent 
survey it was called the best in the entire world. I am proud and 
deeply honoured to be able to represent the residents of Capila
no—Howe Sound in this House.


