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'Me second statistie: "Home ownership rate of bouse-
holds in the lowest qumntile declined to 39 per cent in
1990 from 45 per cent in 1980". A significant drop,
because house prices have gone out of reacli for people
in the iowest income groups.

Finaliy, "the proportion of renters spendmng 30 per
cent or more of income on rent bas decreased from 23
per cent in 1989 to 27.2 per cent in 1990", whicb sounds
just fine, except that when you look at the lowest qumntile
you will fmnd that, in fact, it mncreased significantly there.

On average, renter households spent somewbat more
of their income on rent in 1990 than in 1982, an increase
of about 1.5 per cent.

These figures belie a failure on the part of the
government to address the needs of the poor i Canada
and it bas failed in this bill to do anything about it. In
fact, it lias made the situation worse.

[Translation]j

The Acting Speaker (Mr. DeBlois): I siniply wish to
remmnd the House that, because of the Prime Minister's
statement and tlie opposition's response, the debate on
the orders of the day will be extended unil 5.47 p.m.
Tberefore, Private Member's Hour will begin at 5.47
p.m. 'Me lion. member for Broadview-Greenwood.

[English]

Mr. Dennis Milis (Broadview-Greenwood): Mr.
Speaker, first of ail I want to go over the fact that this
Canada Assistance Plan covers the payments for those
wbo are most disadvantaged i our community.

A lot of people tune ito these House of Commons
debates and sometimes we use expressions like CAP and
we do not tell people often enougli what we are actuaily
debating. I know in a city liRe Toronto when we talk
about the fact that we are getting paynients cut back by
the governiment that are due to those people who are
disabied, foster homes for abused chidren, safe liousig
for abused women, subsidized cliild care, we are taikig
about capping. We are taiking about cutting back.

An hon. member: One of tlie three tlie richest prov-
inces in Canada, i the whoie country.

Mr. Milis: 'Me member from Newfoundiand taiks
about tlie tliree richest provinces in Canada. I presumne
that lie wouid include the province of Ontario as one of
those provinces. I want to let the lion. member know that
riglit now in tlie province of Ontario and specifically
metropolitan Toronto, we are on our knees.

I must tell you that I am totaiiy sympatlietic to your
ridig as weii. I am not trying to say that people i
Tobronto are tlie oniy ones suffering pain. I want to let
you know that this is probabiy the first tinie ever that we
in Toronto bave experienced the kind of pain that the
lion. member from Newfoundiand lias faced over many
years. 'Mis may sound biasphemous to some of my
friends in Toronto, but perbaps it is not a bad thing that
for the first tinie ever some of us in Toronto have
expenienced pain tlie way many other regions of the
country bave faced it for many years.

There may be a chance that this experience we are ail
goig tlirougli right now miglit even bring us dloser
together. In fact, I am quite happy this afternoon that we
are taiking about the economny. Because, witb ail my
respect for the Constitution, the people in my communi-
ty, in my riding, certainiy want the unity question settied,
but tbey want us in this House to focus on the economny.
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Wben my friend from Newfoundland taiked about
commng to bis riding and that tbings were rougli there, I
understand tbat. But I will tell you wliat is happening in
'Ibronto riglit now and why these cutbacks are of sucli
concemn for us.

It doesn't matter wlietber it is rentai bousing or the
cost of goods, the prices in Toronto are almost double
those in most other regions of Canada. So if you receive
a welfare payment or an unemployment insurance
cbeque in Newfoundiand, it goes a lot furtlier than it
does in Toronto. You are iucky if you can rent a one
bedroom apartment in Toronto for $750 a montli. I know
in my riding that single mothers with kids are renting
basement apartments for $1,100, $1,200, $1,300 a month.
I know in some regions of the country that just sounds
riglit off the wall, but those are the facts. And so when
ail of a sudden we are faced witb this economic cruncli,
wbicb we have neyer faced the liRes of Mefre, com-
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