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consultation process. Tbere are no ready-made solutions, but
we are doing aur best.

1 do not endorse negative and destructive criticism. Tbe
creatian of a national consensus cails for goodwill on tbe part
of aIl Canadians.

[En glish]

HOUSE 0F COMMONS

PRESENCE IN GALLERY 0F WESTMINSTER SELECT COMMITTEE
ON DEFENCE MEMBERS

Mr. Speaker: I would like ta draw tbe attention of Hon.
Members ta the presence in aur gallery of Members of tbe
United Kingdom House of Commons Select Committee an
Defence, led by tbeir Chairman, the Rigbt Hon. Sir Hum-
phrey Atkins, M.P.

Some Hon. Members: Hear, bear!

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD

[En glish]
NATIONAL ECONOMIC CONFERENCE

JOB CREATION FORECAST

Right Hon. John N. Turner (Leader of the Opposition): Mr.
Speaker, the Government bas sometbing on its mind. Certainly
it is nat Parliament, as there are very few of its Members bere
this afternoon. 1 do not knaw wbetber I sbould direct my
question ta the House Leader. Preferably I will direct it ta the
Acting Prime Minister, if 1 may.

During the weekend at the National Economic Conference,
the Minister of Finance projected that 50,000 fewer jobs
would be created in Canada in 1985 than were created in
1984. Witb the great business confidence the Government
dlaims ta have înspired, wby will fewer jobs be created this
year than last year?

Hon. Barbara McDougall (Minister of State (Finance)):
Mr. Speaker, as a result of wbat bappened in the National
Economic Conference this weekend and of the confidence in
aur economy as a result of that Conference, we will see the
creation of permanent jobs this year and in following years,
wbicb is more than the former Government can dlaim.

Oral Questions

FINANCE

REQUEST FOR INTRODUCTION 0F BUDGET

Right Hon. John N. Turner (Leader of the Opposition): Mr.
Speaker, at least the Hon. Minister sbould have a smile on bier
face wben she cornes up with that answer.
[Translation]

Witbout allowing for seasonal adjustment, 274,000 Canadi-
ans wbo were working the day before the Minister of Finance
presented bis economic message in November are now unem-
ployed. 1 therefore would like to know wbetber tbe Acting
Prime Minîster or the Minister of State (Finance) will under-
take today to persuade bier colleague, the Minister of Finance,
ta bring down a Budget that will promote job creation.

[English]
Hon. Flora MacDonald (Minister of Employment and

Immigration): Mr. Speaker, since this Government assumed
office, 85,000 more new jobs bave been created and 70,000
fewer people are unemployed tban there were in September.
Tbe Leader of tbe Opposition sbould recognize these figures.

Also, I commend ta bim an article in tbe paper tbe otber
day under the beadline "Employment Outlook Best in Years".
It was a survey of 1,500 businesses wbicb ail said that tbey
expected ta bire additional people this year.

THE ECONOMY

CON FERENCE BOARD FORECAST

Right Hon. John N. Turner (Leader of the Opposition): Mr.
Speaker, the Hon. Member enjoys playing witb facts. She wiIl
find a littie more difficulty playing witb numbers. Those
numbers are just not borne out in wbat she said.

Perbaps the Acting Prime Minister wîll prefer ta pass tbis
question ta on ta bier. Since she likes ta quate headlines, I want
ta quote today's report issued by tbe Conference Board of
Canada, that Canada's major baniks and investment firms bave
reacbed a consensus tbat tbe Canadian economy is "gearing
down" ta a slower rate of growtb in 1985, and that 1986 wilI
be even worse. That is nat just a headline tbe Minister was
able ta find; that is a report of tbe Conference Board of
Canada.

Wben tbe Minister of Employment and Immigration next
sees the Minister of Finance, will she do bier best ta impress
upon bim when bie brings down bis long-awaited Budget-the
Iongest period between an election and a Budget in modemn
bistory-tbat it sbould improve tbe picture and add a few
jobs?

Hon. Flora MacDonald (Minister of Employment and
Immigration): Mr. Speaker, I assure tbe Leader of the Opposi-
tion that the Minister of Finance and 1 bave very productive
discussions on an ongoing basis. This is more than I can say for
some of the Ministers in the previous Government. However, 1
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