
We Canadians were glad to learn that our
association with India as a sister nation in
the commonwealth was to continue, and, we
hoped, was to become more direct and more
mutually advantageous. We are happy that
friendship, good will and understanding exist
between India and Canada. We are con-
scious that we share with the government
and people of India an unswerving desire for
a peaceful world in which nations, both
great and small, may pursue the well-being
of their peoples.

On behalf of the members present and of
the people of Canada generally, I venture to
voice the hope that Mr. Nehru will carry
back to India a message of greeting and
warmest good wishes from us all.

We know of the signal courage, devotion
and loyalty with which Mr. Nehru has served
and continues to serve the people of India,
and of the statesmanship and nobility of
thought which he has brought to bear upon
the great questions of human affairs in the
councils not only of India but of the common-
wealth and of the United Nations. We pray
that he may long be spared to continue with
his task and to see his hopes bearing fruit.

Fellow members of the houses of parlia-
ment, I present to you the Prime Minister
of India, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru.

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru (Prime Minister
of India): Mr. Prime Minister, I am grateful
to you, sir, and the honourable members of
this parliament for the honour you have
done me in inviting me to address you, and
for the warm welcome which you have been
good enough to extend to me. I am happy
to be in the capital of this great dominion,
and to bring to you the greetings and good
wishes of the government and people of India.

During the past twelve months it has been
my privilege to be associated in important
discussions with your Prime Minister (Mr.
St. Laurent) and your Secretary of State for
External Affairs (Mr. Pearson). We have had
to consider many difficult problems together,
and I am revealing no secret when I say that
our point of view and Canada's were identi-
cal or very near to each other on almost
every one of them. In particular I should
like to refer to the spirit of understanding
shown by your government and your repre-
sentative at the meeting of dominion prime
ministers, held in London last April, in the
determination of our future relationship with
the commonwealth. That spirit is in the great
tradition of your leaders, Sir John Macdonald,
Sir Wilfrid Laurier, and your last prime
minister, Mr. Mackenzie King, who, happily,
is still with us. That tradition has been one
of association with the commonwealth, in
complete freedom, unfettered by any outside
control. Canada has been a pioneer in the
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evolution of this relationship, and, as sucn,
one of the builders of the commonwealth as
an association of free and equal nations.

India, as you know, will soon become a
republic, but will remain a member of the
commonwealth. Our past co-operation will
not, therefore, cease or alter with the change
in our status. On the contrary, it will have
the greater strength that common endeavour
derives from a sense that it is inspired and
sustained by the free will of free peoples.
I am convinced that this development in the
history of the commonwealth, without parallel
elsewhere or at any other time, is a signifi-
cant step toward peace and co-operation in
the world.

Of even greater significance is the manner
of this achievement. Only a few years ago
Indian nationalism was in conflict with
British imperialism, and that conflict brougbt
in its train ill will, suspicion, and bitterness-
although, because of the teaching of our
great leader, Mahatma Gandhi, there was
far less ill will than in any other nationalist
struggle against foreign domination. Who
would have thought then that suspicion and
bitterness would largely fade away so rapidly,
giving place to friendly co-operation between
free and equal nations? That is an achieve-
ment for which all those who are concerned
with it can take legitimate credit. It is an
outstanding example of the peaceful solution
of difficult problems, and a solution which
is a real one because it does not lead to other
problems. The rest of the world might well
pay heed to this example.

Canada is a vast country, and her extent
is continental. She faces Europe across the
Atlantic, and Asia across the Pacific. Past
history explains your preoccupation thus far
with European affairs. Past history also, as
well as geography, explain the depth and
intimacy of our interest in Asia. But in the
world of today neither you nor we can afford
to be purely national, or even continental,
in our outlook; the world has become too
small for that. If we do not all co-operate
and live at peace with each other, we stumble
on one another and clutch at each other's
throats.

We talk of the east and the west, of the
Orient and the Occident; yet these divisions
have little reality. In fact the so-called east
is geographically the west for you. During the
last two or three hundred years some Euro-
pean nations developed an industrial civiliza-
tion, and thus became different in many ways
from the east, which was still primarily
agricultural. The new strength that technical
advance gave them added to their wealth
and power, and an era of colonialism and
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