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I wisb the house to note that his actions
corresponded with that profession. He did not
corne to the goveriment in the flrst instance.
H1e went to a newspaper office, and he paid
a second visit to a newspaper office with a
view to having the documents puhlished and
having his story made public. H1e later came
to, the police to give them the full story,
and the documents which were in bis
possession.

One may také what view one wishes of
Gouzenko. I have stated my impressions
as gathered from wbat evidence bas corne
before me. But wbat I attach importance
to in speaking to the bouse to-nigbt is not
the individual and what he said but the
documents which were produced. Some of
these documents are in the bandwriting of
some of the persons who have 'been examined
by the commission, while some -are in the
nature of transcriptions; many of tbem are
cipher messages that bave been sent back
and forth; sorne are messages that have
corn*e from Britain to Canada and passed on
from Canada to the U.S.S.R., and there is
rnuch that relates to plans and records that
have to do witb the manufacture of muni-
tions, explosives and the like.

It is upon the documents wbich are in
possession of the government now, and which
will be made public as the. trials proceed,
that such subsequent action as was taken by
rnyself and my colleagues was based. We
bave not acted upon b'iarsay. We bave taken
the reports which have been made ta us by
the police, and wbich are verifled and authen-
ticated by the documehts themselves.

These documents disclose among other
tbmngs that Canada was being made a base to
secure information on matters of very great
and grave concern to the United States and
also to Great Britain; that information was
being souglit through agents here with respect
to, many matters that were of the utmost
concern to, Canada, the United States and the
United Kingdorn.

I speak of rnyself personally because I
must take the main responsibility. In fact, I
arn prepared to take the whole responsibility
if necessary for the steps tbat bave been taken.
tbough the Minister of Justice and myself
were together in considering and dealing with
the questions that had to, be considered.
There corne tirnes, however, in a govern-
ment when, sooner or later, the decision as
to what course is to be taken bas to be made
by the head of the administration.

I realized at the outset t.bt this was ne smaîl
matter, flot a domestic matiter o.nly, hy any
means: We could not ignore the evidence that
tbere were in our public service a numJoer of

trusted empl'oyees wbo wexe giving information
to agents of a foreign pq4wer ýto be of assistance
to the foreign po'wer and that it, was clearly
necessary that there should. be an investiga-
tion. It was inevitable that an investigation-
would have repercuasions, having regard to
wbat might be reveaiedi, in many parts of the
world, and for that reason one had to consider
otheT nations as Well as one's own befotre
baking a step tbat migbt corne to be considered
premature.

1 sbould perbaps bave mentionesi this as a
central feature of the Gouzenko statement. H1e
clairned tbat wbat wus beiing created in Canada
was a fifth co4ûmn; that it was being createsi
through Russian agents in contact with the
members of the public service and others in
this country and that it bad extended very
far; that the infiltration, of this effort hasi gone
in very wide directions and for that ýreason
there was the neessity for the compleitest
investigation. I f elt it was rny duty, regard-
leas of what might corne, imrnedia'tely to inform
both the United States and the United King-
dom of what basi been disclosed here and to
let those two countries know of the govern-
ment's intention to bave the matter investi-
gated.

My hon. friend, tbe leader of the opposition,
a.sked, me to inforrn the house- to-ýnght wbether,
whe-n I visited the United States and the
United K'ingdom, I informed the authorities
Lhere of wbat I have told the bouse this'
evening. I did. I felt my first duty was to
visit our immediate neighbour tbe United
States, to see the Presidenit and let býim know
that there were certain matters being revealed
to us bere wbicb caused me to feel that Canada
rnight be being used as a base for the discovery
and the imparting of information that was of
concern to the United States, and I was most
.anxiýous to bave the President know that we
intended to bave the wbole matter fully
investigated.

Before 1 say an.ytbing further I think I
oughit ta let the bouse know wb'at was the
kind of information tbýat was in rny -possession
at the Urne that I decidesi to visit the United
States and, Great Britain, and br again, 50

tha.t I shaîl not be imparting any information
that might bear on wbat is sub judice, I shail,
I tbi.nk, be safe if 1 talze the stfatement which
appears in tbe flrst interim report of the royal
commission and quote wbat is set forth ýthere.
I sbould like to make it clear that it was
during pretty rnuch al] of the rnonth of Sep-
tembeT that tbe investigation w-as being made
by the police. I was being info4rmed of wbat
was being brought to light, and pretty mucb
the wbole case as it bas since bren develo.ped


