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has made so little effort to prosecute Canada’s 
duty in the war in the vigorous manner the 
people of Canada desire to see.

I ask hon. members to notice the extent 
of the charge which is made there. It is a 
charge against the federal government. It 
is not against myself alone personally but 
against the entire administration. There have 
been, as no doubt hon. members are aware, 
many other attacks upon me personally as 
leader of the government; but this is against 
the government at Ottawa, and the charge is 
that we have made so little effort to prosecute 
the war. It is further suggested that this 
criticism, or censure, or whatever it is, is 
being made in the name of the people of 
Canada, because it reads: “to prosecute Can
ada’s duty in the war in the vigorous manner 
the people of Canada desire to see.”

I do not think I need say to hon. members 
that, since war was declared, and this parlia
ment decided that Canada would participate 
in the war—decided in the unanimous manner 
in which it did—my colleagues and myself 
have given every ounce of our strength and 
every hour of our time in the most devoted 
manner possible endeavouring to further 
Canada’s war effort, and the interests of the 
nation. We have not tried to do so in a 
dramatic or spectacular way. 
conscious of the gravity of the responsibility 
which is ours. But we have steadily, day in, 
day out, given the most careful and thoughtful 
consideration to every step that should be 
taken to see that that step would be taken 
in a manner which would meet with the 
approval of the people of Canada, and which, 
so far as the war is concerned, would best 
serve to further Canada’s war effort in the 
most effective possible way. I had thought, 
and I believe, that the Canadian people 
approve both the manner in which the govern
ment has undertaken its duties, and the way 
in which it has discharged them. The very 
fact that we have to-day throughout the 
country a chorus, one might almost say, of the 
press expressing the hope that this administra
tion will continue to carry on, is the best 
evidence that at least the press of the 
country, which have to do with the moulding 
of public opinion, and know something about 
current opinion, believe that this government 
has solidly behind it the support of the people.

However, that is not the only thing. Even 
that resolution might have been put to one 
side were it not for the evident purpose which 
lies back of it. That resolution was passed 
to start a political campaign while this parlia
ment was in session, to have advantage taken 
of the fact that my colleagues and myself 
would be obliged to give our attention and 
our whole attention while parliament was

sitting to the work of parliament as well as 
to the problems of the war and the carrying 
on of Canada’s war effort, while other gentle
men were to be free to criticize our effort, 
to misrepresent everything that was done, 
and everything that to them might seem to 
be left undone. In other words, we were to 
continue to carry the grave responsibility of 
doing our duty in the matter of Canada’s war 
effort, and at the same time assume a very 
great responsibility—not as great as the other, 
but a very great responsibility—of meeting 
parliament day in and day out and to try so 
to conduct debates here as to have due 
regard for what is taking place in Europe and 
the care to be exercised with respect to 
whatever is said and whatever is done, and 
to have at the same time an electoral cam
paign carried on against us by those who are 
political opponents of the administration.

What is the cry already? Already, after 
this resolution is passed, the leader of the 
Conservative party of Ontario, at a political 
meeting, tells the meeting, and through the 
meeting the province, and through the prov
ince the country, that the election must start 
at once; and he gives them the slogan, “King 
must go.” That is to be the slogan. I am 
quite prepared to accept that slogan if he will 
add the words, “to the country.” But I ask 
hon. members: How can I be expected to do 
what is expected of me by this country in a 
time of war as leader of the government of 
Canada if all of my time and thought is to be 
surrounded by the animosities of political 
opponents who are seeking to undermine every 
effort that is being put forward in the leader
ship of the administration?

I should have thought that, at least until 
this house had met and expressed its views, 
those who have any sense of public duty 
would have been content to allow their poli
tical animosity not to be given too much 
expression. However, it is now evident that 
a political campaign has begun. That being 
so, I ask hon. members whether it is wise to 
try to carry on a political campaign in the 
country and a political campaign in this par
liament—two campaigns at one and the same 
time—while war is going on at the front.

People the world over will understand, I 
believe, what may be said on the hustings, 
and they will be prepared to make some 
allowance for extreme statements made in the 
course of a political campaign. They can 
understand political opponents speaking differ
ently on the hustings from the way in which 
they speak in this chamber where they have 
the responsibility which rests upon members 
in this house. It is a very different thing to 
have such, discussions introduced into the 
debates in this house as is inevitable once a 
campaign has started in the country.

We are too


