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possible to reach the objeet which we all reposed in this commission. What I say
have In view. I will not say at thils moment with regard to the appointment of counsel
that my bon. fiiend is perhaps hypercritical. applies also to the last suggestion of My
I will simply say that all his observations hon. friend. that the commissioners should
will be carefully reported to the Minister of commence by inquiring into the Brockville
Justice for his advice; for I am sure that and West Huron elections. I doubt whether
my hon. friend does not expect me to be I should accept that suggestion of my hon.
prepared at this moment to give an answer. friervd. I think we should rather give
yea or nay, to all his suggestions. Al I f ree scope to the eminent gentlemen who
can say at present is that his suggestions have been selected for this commission, and
will be conveyed to the Minister of Justice leave them to approach their task abso-
who must be our guide in these matters, lutely unfettered with any suggestion what-
and who will determine whether they are ever, and in the way they think best adapt-
acceptable or unacceptable. There are one ed to -meet the justice of the case, and to
or two points, however, ralsed by my hon. serve the object for which they are appoint-
friend to which I would briefly refer. With ed. I have only these observations to offer
regard to payment of witnesses, this is not to my hon. friend at the present time. As
a question that comes within the scope of to these points I do not know that we are
the commission; but it is our intention to prepared to agree to my hon. friend's sug-
ask for an ample appropriation from parlia- gestions. As to the others, I shall be only
ment to meet al the expenses of the com- too happy to refer them to the Minister of
mission. There is one suggestion of my Justice for his consideration, and at a future
bon. friend which I doubt that it will be day I will give my hon. friend the answer.
proper for the government to accept. He r
said he thought the judges should be in- SM. R. L. BORDEN (Halifax). I.
structed to communicate with himself andSpeaker-
with myself as to the counsel who are to Mr. SPEAKER. I would suggest that the
be appointed. For my part, I have some hon. leader of the opposition put himself
hesitation about agreeing to this suggestion. in order by moving the adjournment of the
We have thought it best, in the framing of flouse.
This commission, to make the instructions Sir CHARLES TUPPER. After what
as wide and ample as possible, and not to the right hon. gentleman bas said, I do not
restriet the eminent gentlemen who are to expet an immediate answer; but I think my
form the commission, nor to advise them as hon. friend from Halifax (Mr. Borden)to how they should discharge their duties. merely desires to make a suggestion whichWe thought two counsel should be appoint- I am sure the right hon. gentleman will be
ed to assist them in the investigation; but to hear.a i ~glad t erwe thought it best not to give them any
advice as to the particular gentlemen whomn Mr. BORDEN (Halifax). I .merely wished
they should employ. We thought it pre- to make a suggestion. because the right
ferable to leave that to themselves: and lon. First Minister said that he was going
for my part, I may say to my hon. friend to convey the suggestions of the leader of
that it never entered my mind that I should the opposition to the Minister of Justice,
in any way communicate with the commis- and I would like to have my suggestion
sioners and tell them that I hoped or de- brought to his attention at the same time.
sired that Mr. So-and-so would be employed. Cihapter 114 pf the Revised Statutes provides
We thought It better-and I think my hon. that no witness shall be compelled to an-
friend on . reflection will agree with us- swer any question by his answer to whiclh
that on this point we should trust to the lie might render himself liable to a criminal
judgment and discretion of the commission. prosecution. I suppose that bas already
They know the object for which this com- been brought to the attention of the Minis-
mission hias been appointed. Apart from the tre of Justice; and, as the leader of the op-
instructions which have been given to them !position points out, that is not a provision
withln the four corners of the commission, which would be very suitable to a govern-
they know what bas taken place in this ment commission of this kind. It may be
parliament, and they know that the object suggested that any diffleulty with regard
not only of this parliament, on both sides, to that is removed by chapter 31 of 56
but of the country, is to ferret out the sys- Vict., passed in 1893, the Canada Evidence
tem which I am afraid bas too long pre- Act. With regard to that, in the first
vailed, and expose it, and make Its recur- place it is doubtful whether the words,
rence absolutely impossible. Under these j' criminal proceedings, civil proceedings and
circumstances we have thought that if we other matters respectIng which the parlia-
were to offer any advice to the commis- ment of Canada bas jurisdietlon,' would
sioners as to how they should discharge apply to a comniission of this kind, because
their dutles, or as to the appointment of the words 'other matters' m1ght be re-
counsel or the registrar or any of the offi-j stricted by a well-known rule'o! construc-
clais, we should perhaps, while deslring 'to tion to matters other than éommisions.Of
serve a good object, rather detract from the this kind. Furtber1than that, this'Act o!
confidence which on ail hands ought to be 1893 oes fot contain any repealing clause
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