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ment at once. Idid not say he was.
At all events the hon. gentleman has to-
night frankly stated that hé would have
done the same under similar ci.cum-
stances, and that he believes it was pro-
per not to publish the map. I do not
claim to have any knowledge of the
country affected by the map, but I did
think it a very serious thing to issue a
map which gave, as I had reason to be-
lieve from enquiries I made, wrong infor-
mation affecting prejudicially a partof the
country which will, in my opinion, be
one of the most valuable districtsin the
North-West. It was a very serious
matter to allow that map, which was
characterised in such strong terms by
some of the principal officials in the De-
partment as erroneons, to hecome public
propertyand misleademigrants and every-
one connected with the Public Depart-
ments. I am very glad the hon. gentle-
man has vindicated my action in that
respeet.

Mg. DECOSMOS : This map, it is
claimed, covers the ground that was shown
on a certain celebrated map that was sent
to the Paiis Exposition, that wus prepared
in the office of the Minister of the Interior,
and exhibits the information gathered by
the Chief Engineer of the period, Mr.
Marcus Smith. Without wishing to deny
what Las heen stated by the hLon. the
Minister of Railways or the ex-Minister
of Public Works, I think it is but an act
of justice to the acting Chief Engineer

that this map should be laid before the !

House and the country ; and if he is at
fault the House and the public will be
able to act as a jury, and show where he
is at fault.
would be able then to discover that the
Government is right and the acting Chief
Engineer wrong. I regard it as a very
small matter for the Government to with-
hold this map from the House, inasmuch
as the railway route murked on this map
is 80 highly spoken of in the report of the
Chief Engineer of the (anada Pacific
Railway, recently submitted to this House.
I believe that if this map were placed
alongside of the map of the recent ex-
plorations of 1879, that the two maps will
be found to be very nearly similar.
being the case, I truss the hon. the
Minister of Railways will withdraw his
objection, and lay the map moved for
before the House, and let the House

His fiiends and sympathisers |
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judge of its value. For my part, I think
I'should be doing an act of injustice to
consent to the request of the hon. the
Minister of Public Works.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER: I must
then ask the House to sustain me, and I
move in amendment that the words after
“ Mr. Marcus Smith.” where they appear
for the first time, to the end thereof, be
left out. I need not detain the House
further than to say that the Government
are not prepared to become respousible
for the publication of the map, and I
cannot consent to bring it down, nor can
I consent to allow a question between an
officer of the Government and the
Government itself to become u question of
controversy by the House of Commons,
while that officer retains that relation
with my Department.

Amendment (Sir
agreed to.

Mr. MACKENZIE : Before the motion
is carried, I desire to refer to a paragraph,
which shows what passed upon this
matter in 1878. The hon. gentleman who
has made this motion, brought the sub-
ject up as a matter of complaint, that the
map had not been presented to the House.
The report is as follows:—

Tharles Tupper)

“Mr., Macgexzie said there was a
map im pre;aration  with a view to
arrive at as accurate infrrmation  as

possible as to the nature of the avil to he tra-
versed by the railway from Lake Winnipeg
westward. This map had been submitt-d to
the Ctief Engineer, who did n't con 1ler ¢
" correct, and therefore it w: uld not be submit-
ted to the House until corrected.

“ Mr. TupPkR »aid he would call the atten-
; tion of the hon. the Minister of Public Works to
a statement contained in the report of the aeting
Engineer. This m tter was of vital ‘mportance,
yet the ma.. to whi- h he hud referred as cont-in-
ing the information necessary to an sccurate
readiug of the rcport of the act ng Engineer had
pot been furnished. * ¥ He trus'ed t! ere
was no necessity fur suppressing the map, with-
out which the repert to a considerable extent
wag uniytelli.ible.

« Mr. Mackeszie said the hon. gentle-
, man had no right to say the Gov-
ernment were suppressing anythirg. * * *
If the Chief Engineer said the map

was insccurate it was not to be depended on as
any authority whatever.”

That is all that passed at that time about
! the map, and yet, from the remarks of the
: hon. the Minister of Railways and Canals,
! the plain suggestion went out thut the then
! Minister of Public Works was suppress-
i



