Tha tr&ad In. ln:ﬂrnntiaual trade in apparal produets hds besn far
Lowecnat 2ouncriaa to-ivéreass cheir sehara of world sxporss (2rem .10 perzant in
1355 eo &8 parceae iu 19823, Lowy-cost apd grace—cradiog countries have put
cnnaiderable emphasis .o dEvalaping cln:hing induatriea primarily gaarad -]
axpo:ting. With comparativa labuur wodt advantgges, (a g far cla:ﬁing §1.30
hourly wege Lia Hong Xang versus 57,20 in Canada), thesa counttied have puz
increasing cnnpec1¢+ve pressuld o ctha dedmscic laduatries af davelﬁged
counctiog. Wewly Lndusﬁriullzed councrias {NICs) duch ds Houg Keng have alsa.
upigTeded théir produers aad are oow campating with mediim ca higher priced
merchandian prudu:ed by dewaloped countrias,

While atpafcs aegount for seme & percent of ovarall Cansdian
shipuents, export sppertunitles. are concentrsted la Fur apparel and ocubdTweas
whidh. account for 49 pﬁrcent apmd 21 gar:ent, respac:ively, of totdl taduscry
axuar:a. Ep- Cher azae of Eura, exports gecount  for 42 percent af chis faduatey

- sub—gector’s producticn god Ln the oucervear tub-sectov dhout: 320 paTaent. = The

taiced $cacan is Capsda's primiry expaft market accoyntfing. far zace than B2 -
percant of all sloching exports. Tha omementariod elause of the 0. §. cariff
whith applizs higher dutles -(as goch s 2.5 parcant) tn-apparel wizh
nag~frnetiotal characteristica auch as epaulacs ia a najor barriar ts incrdased
noo=fur apparel expofts. Mera atringenc applicatinn 8f countTy of origin
ragulatiunn on caxtiles ‘and elokhdag encering the Tnired jtates 13 & raasnc
wadaaure which could have 2o fwpact 4w Cansdiasn apparsl manufactufers who expart
co the T.5.4. uellizing iloported yarms gnd fabfics. Ofher. intarna:innal
activitias smch sa Cha anti-erapping and apci-for cacpoign In cha EEC have
eontribured co 4 gubacancial de¢iine in-Caneda's fur apparal axportd te chac
marker. HBgwaver, incroasing advadkages 1a carmms -9f coars ioproved qualicy and
styliag of produdca as well as.a-oove: favourzble Exnhanga 'atﬂ have generally
benafited Capadian sxporrers.as svidemesd by'2 rise ia fur apparel axports Lo
tha U.S. from 334 mdfiliom co 5107 nillisn over cha parisd 198184,

Thn'?nténtisl 2ot trade liberalizagion foitiarives wich che Uni:ad
‘Stakeg has racescly besn exemined 1a the-soocoext of a ssctaral aporoach ro Prae
trade. {in rextiles and clothing. The main Eindings of a Textile apd Clozhing
‘Board atudy were rhat! struccural chécacreristics of industries in hath ’
countries aee gimilar, Caoadlan EEItilE and. cloching industries are genefally 4t
a ummpuni:ivg diaadvan:aga ca their T.3. -Sounterparts, eliminacion of customs
‘dutims on' fabrlca and cchar Suppliﬂs would 3ot have a draoacic ilmpees on *he
conpeticiveness of Canadlsn elochipg afoducses snd shere is'e greatsr need ia
Canada than ia :hn 1. s. Par a pericd of adjustmenc o a fres trade anvirqmment.

Canada's campati:ive prospects ac che lodividial aloching produac
lavsl wers highlighted Es ‘some degree in.che-Tepert. [f-was indicaced thac
Canadian producers are ac a marked disadvantaga in che minufaeture of
dcapdardizad p:ndunts -gueh 39 jeans, sparc shirts, c-shicss and oyjamzs buc im
COnCrAsT hawe a a3light advantage in produces with motra of a- rasuiun COnLERE ‘such

As ladias' sweatérs, bluuaes and Arsagea, sportswear and ‘menta suiCs S A
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~Thé claching .sub—sectors vhere Canada is indicated by the Board as )
maving: a slighe: advan:agn account for che bulk of averill Lndus:ry Sﬂipmﬂﬂtanﬂd 
sinew chege are Eaahicm sroducts, thare are fndlcatisns chac chey have gaed
arospects for aoedium tefm aatker gruwth. As many ni theése produccs.would be
tagarded aa nrnsmanced ynder che U.5. appatel rariff and, sonseguencly atcracs
mieh higher dutias, it is likely that Canada's :umpetitive advaacage codid fe
even mgra preponderant. This widé 1s -alge rainforzed by che ducy ‘fram a@ETy. of
riir maceridls . upder such 4 3cheze sesring in mind thar Casadizn asnubacrurers aE
fashion. appazel rely £o & considarable extent on fzporred yawhs and Fabrica.
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