
together."
This final point is the starting point for today's discussion. There are two key elements of

the Canadian experience to keep in mind. First, manifested by shifis i loyalty or in approaches
to the minority-majority relationship, Canada has consciously and continually altered its identity
over time. This was achieved tbrough instruments including: political discourse, institutions, and
symbols. "Identity change is possible and, perhaps, necessary for diverse societies to live
together," Steve Lee said. Second, Canada has used federalismn as a flexible tool in the service of
this change: accomnmodating overarching national identities as well as geographic size and
differences. Today, federalism's two objectives have to be further adapted in the context of
Indigenous Peoples, their land claims and other modem governance-related issues.

GOVERNMENT STRUCTURES

Confederation:. The Last Chance for Establishing a New Partnership in Cyprus
Ergün Olgun (Undersecretary to Rauf Denktash) started his presentation by addressing

two points raised i the opening remarks. First, lie expressed his scepticism about any likely
success in developing a common political identity ini Cyprus in the near future. A shift toward a
common identity may be problematic because the ethnic conflict on the island is rooted in a
defence against an identity tbreat. Instead, an institutional approacli to common interests is
required, with the view that some common elements may grow in time. Second, appeals to
future-focussed solutions are misguided: Justice can only be served by addressing past injustice.

He pointed out that despite the equal status of the two peoples in Cyprus, the Greek
Cypriots have been trying to take full control of the island ini order to turn it into a Hellenic
Republic, with the complicity of the international community. The right to seif-determination of


