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PRIME MINISTER REVIEWS CONSTITUTIONAL
CONFERENCE

Prime Minister Pierre Elliott Trudeau tabled in
the House of Commons on February 1 the final
dPCUment drafted at the federal-provincial constitu-
tional conference held earlier in the week. Opening
the House debate on the conference later in the day,
”fe Prime Minister said that, not withstanding the
d"’eféency of opinions expressed at the conference,
aconsiderable degree of agreement had been reached.

Part of Mr. Trudeau’s statement follows:

...I should be less than frank if I did not say
that 1 would have liked the conference to have
adopted the federal proposal for an entrenched bill of
";Ehts, but I am very pleased that on many subjects
i made a great deal of progress. An examination of

e documents which I tabled this moming reveals
that ap impressive number of constitutional items
‘f,::-te advanced an appreciable degree. The con-
revt?nce agreed to continue with the constitutional
P a:ew, and at an accelerated pace; it was affirmed
3 Stuc_hes of linguistic questions be undertaken by
ac::eommxttee of ministers; the same proposal was
2 fPted about the item concerning the entrenchment
Co“:tf}darflental rights and liberties in the form of a
- ltutional charter; the spending power will be
pariTimed as will the question of regional dis-
iy es; the structure and role of the Senate and
Wel:ee‘l‘:e' Court, two of the institutions of federalism,
G rought into review, and so was the concept of
i nauon'al (.:apital area, which is one of the very

Portant institutions of federalism.
°0nsi believe this shows a remarkable degree of
: deraﬁus- on a large number of questions of con-
g Whei importance., There is still another aspect
i <_:h the conference was very successful. I
In mind the opportunity it gave to the people of
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Canada to observe on a close and intimate basis the
complexities, and the varieties, of the problems
which must be taken into account in shaping the
future of this vast country. The frank expressions of
opinions voiced by the heads of the various pro-
vincial governments were a dramatic illustration of
just how theoretical and how academic are many of
the treatises which purport to explain the constitu-
tions of Canada and which purport to explain the way
in which Canada is governed.... !

This conference established, if there were any
need to establish, that all provincial governments are
resolved, as is the Federal Government, to improving
the economic opportunities of our people. It estab-
lished that all provincial governments are anxious,
as is the Federal Government, to improve the opera-
tion of our federal system. It established that all
provincial governments are firm, as is this Govern-
ment, in a commitment to protect fundamental human
rights. Of course, agreement has not been reached on
the means to achieve this objective, but all heads of
government have indicated their willingness to work
towards a better protection of human rights. We all
acknowledge that the grave difficulties we face are
in part the result of oversight, in part the result of
errors, but mostly because of our past inability to
forecast future events. All omissions, past and
present, were made in good faith. There has been
perhaps some incapability to solve complex problems
in an industrial society which is experiencing a
unique type of federalism.

(Over)




