GOVERNMENT INDUSTRIAL POLICIES

The Mexican government launched a major program for improving the
competitiveness of the textile and apparel industries in 1992. Known as the
Programa para Promover la Competitividad de la Industria Textil y de la Confeccion,
Program for the Promotion of Competitiveness in the Apparel and Textile
Industry, it has four major components. '

External trade includes standards, tariffs, unfair trade practices, customs
operations and export promotion. Its goals are to stop under-invoicing,
smuggling and mis-classification of imports as well as to assist Mexican
exporters to trade internationally. ‘

Technology includes training and human resource development.

B Industry structural initiatives includes such goals as sectoral coordination,

Quick Response (QR), fashion and design, and alliances with foreign
companies,

B Financing includes the development of financial mechanisms to assist the

and Banco Nacional de Comercio Exterior (Bancomext), Mexico’s trade _
commissions, have been encouraged to increase funds for loans in this sector.

So far, the major priorities have been implementing standards and improving
customs operations. Under-billing and dumping practices have been pursued
vigorously. In the other areas, progress has been limited mainly to the formation
of committees to set priorities and design programs. '
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industry. Nacional Financiera (NAFIN), Mexico’s national development bank .
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