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LMPORTANCE OF TH1E SECTOR

A new indusir'y made up of a mosaic of companies specializing in many arezs wîrn a wîde
variety of products.

The concept of biotechnology appeared in France in the eariy 1980s. In the past fewyears this concept has been bascd on thc specitlc skills of biotechnologies such as genetic
engineering, ccli culture and enzymology.

It is difficuit to describo thc mnain cbaractcristiks of the biotechnologies sector inFrance or in other countries for that matter. They cannot bc considcrcd as one industrialsector since several industries are likely to use biotechnologies. They inctude techniques thatare spreadipg to mny industrial sectors and that are bringing about changes inl them. Thus,discoverica in gcnetic engineering could bene&i sectors as dissimilar as agriculture, agri-food,
?harmaceutkcs or cosmetios. Companies that intervene in biotechnologies arc relativeiy variedin size.

of the companies employ fewcr than 100 people and only 8% have
oyees. This is due to the newnoss o! biotechnologics which appcared
i.d to the nwnber of susii riscatcd by the oldest companies.


