
*It is quite diff jouit to determine the quantîty of respective
material used for fine ceramics production.

Accordingly, ini this study combined with out analysis, we adopted
the figures from the report on the electric and electronic rel.ated
substances in "Research on the Trend of Fine Ceraluics Industry"
published by the Fine Ceramicu Association in March 1986, based on
the resuits of questionnaire to the members of the Association in
January 1986. Generally speaking, the. resulting figures are smaller
coiupared to the actual ones * As for the price trend of each
substance, we obta4ined the. data respectively f rom the personnel in
charge of marketing of major manufacturers.

*On the. whole, prices are drpping affected by yen' s appreciation,
price cut requirements f rom users, originating in semiconductor
trade friction and decreased demand. (As for titaniumu ox.tde, price
remainis at the sazue level due to the increase in dezuand on the over-
seas market and J4tUe absolute deposits.> Manufacturers have no
optizm±stic vieve for the future price tren~d, or .they rather take
precautionis agaiznst vol.ume when the demand is stimulated in future.

*It je a1wmost imiposible to get the precise unit price of each
substance used f or fine cerazuics production; as it wide]ly differs
by purity, particl.e shape and particle distribution as vell as by
applicationi. Theref or., the followinqs are the approxl4uate average
prices.


