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ARTICLE 1

Definitions

For the purposes of this Convention:

1. "The ozone layer" means the layer of atmospheric ozone above the planetary
boundary layer.

2. "Adverse effects" means changes in the physical environment or biota,
including changes in climate, which have significant deleterious effects on human
health or on the composition, resilience and productivity of natural and managed
ecosystems, or on materials useful to mankind.

3. "Alternative technologies or equipment" means technologies or equipment
the use of which makes it possible to reduce or effectively eliminate emissions of
substances which have or are likely to have adverse effects on the ozone layer.

4. "Alternative substances" means substances which reduce, eliminate or avoid
adverse effects on the ozone layer.

5. "Parties" means, unless the text otherwise indicates, Parties to this
Convention.

6. "Regional economic integration organization" means an organization
constituted by sovereign States of a given region which has competence in respect of
matters governed by this Convention or its protocols and has been duly authorized,
in accordance with its internal procedures, to sign, ratify, accept, approve or accede
to the instruments concerned.

7. "Protocols" means protocols to this Convention.

ARTICLE 2

General Obligations

1. The Parties shall take appropriate measures in accordance with the
provisions of this Convention and of those protocols in force to which they are party
to protect human health and the environment against adverse effects resulting or
likely to result from human activities which modify or are likely to modify the ozone
layer.

2. To this end the Parties shall, in accordance with the means at their disposal
and their capabilities:

(a) co-operate by means of systematic observations, research and information
exchange in order to better understand and assess the effects of human
activities on the ozone layer and the effects on human health and the
environment from modification of the ozone layer;

(b) adopt appropriate legislative or administrative measures and co-operate in
harmonizing appropriate policies to control, limit, reduce or prevent human


