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Mr, Clarke, Sri Lenkz)
‘oes this mean thot the Soviet Union is twice as aggressive as the United States? Not
at 2ll, because the Soviet Union's reconnzissonce satellites are planned to cperate
for only a few weeks whereas the much bigger American satellites remain in ortit for
many nonths. Sc the guantity of Anmerican reconnzissance information is probably nuch
greater than that of the Scviet Union, a peint to which we will return later.

However, photograrhic or television reconnzissance is limited by cloud conditions;
only radar can give all-weather coverage. 4nd cnly the USSR has used radar satellites,
powered by nuclear reactcrs to reconncitre the mevenents of ships at sea, as was
revealed when Koszos 954 crasheé in Canada in 1976.

Anocther area of confusion and contreversy is thot of Landsats or earth resources
satellites, which give suport views of cur planet, of enoracus value %o farers,
industrialists, city plenners, fishermen — in fact, anyone concerned with the use and
abuse of Mother Earth. The United States has nmade its lendsat phctegraphs, which nave
a ground resolution cf roughly 8C metres, availakle to all nations. Not surprisingly,
there has been some concern abtout the military infcrmztion that these phctographs
inevitably contain. That concerm will be increased now thot Landsat D has started
operations with a resolution of 39D metres; I was stunncd bty the beauty and definiticn
cf the first phctosraphs when they were snown tc us at UNISFACE a few weeks agc.

The French SEOT sateilite will have aver tetter mesolution (10 - 2C metres) and this

i is rapidly approacking the arca of military impertance, although it is ncwhere near
(perhaps by a factcr of one hundred) the definiticn of the best reconnaissance satellites
under favourzbls conditions.

. Thers is a2 continucus specira betwaen the atilities of the earth resources
a2tellites and the reconncissance satz2liites, and it is izpossitle to say that cne iz
military ané the sther iz nct. Vhat matters is, 2wmain, inteniicn.

One may, su= 3. the siftvotisr ty cayin; that 2lthoush thiac
anncying to scuie nations, they ~re nect azgressive:

More ceonfusion hos now bes
hoavily criticizad in the Seviy
missions will be nmiiitary — y=o
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The one new fzcter the shuttle dees introducc is that, fcr the first tize, iv
gives a spacs-faring power the 2bility to examine, ani parhons tc retrieve, satellites
telonging tc samcbedy slse, thus cpening ur prospects of "space piracy" = 2s the
Soviect Union has put it., However, one camnct help thinking that fears cn this scorc
Zave been zrecily excgzerateil. I yo » not want arnyon: to capturc your satallite,
it is absurdly simplc ic boobrtrp it and thuc 2 destroy, with very little trouble,
an zxtrecely expenciv: rival sroce s :
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