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Seeds 2,000 years old have been known to sprout.

Teaching Primary Reading.

The first step in teaching children to read is to
Here
full play should be given to the use of objects, pictures,

impress some valuable idea upon their minds.

illustrations, and of observation.

The second step is to give and teach the names or
objects or word-pictures. The idea will aways be best
impressed by the thing itself, if possible; or by some
likeness or picture, or by some illustration; then the
word or name-picture must be associated with the thing,
until the one will instantly suggest the other; the same
as the picture of a lion will suggest the lion himself.

This may be called the “Word-Method” following
the “Ideal-Method.”

The third step is to analyze each word learned, into
its elementary sounds, and then re-combine or synthetize
the sounds into the original word again.

This may be called “The Phonic Method,” and it
should be always used and followed up until the child-
ren can easily pronounce each new. word at sight
perfectly, or as soon as the meaning or idea is given.
This exercise should be continued until each real sound,
in the new name, can be enunciated and then re-com-
bined or synthetized.

The fourth step is to be sure that the children have
learned the common name of the letters at sight,
which are used to represent each elementary sound,
and to give the names of all the letters in their usual
alphabetical order.

This may be called the “Alphabetic Method.”

The fifth step is to make use of the new words learned,
by constructing sentences-— progressively, from simple
to more complicated forms.

This may be called the “Sentence Method.”

The sixth step is to teach the children to construct
or make the words when learned, with the pencil or
chalk, to the degree of perfection that may be desirable.

‘When these steps have been properly taken there
will be very little difficulty, for ordinary children, to
read any common or ordinary words; but when new
words are introduced, they must be learned in the way
above pointed out. The child thus taught will be a
distinet, fluent reader.

All this can be accomplished easily in one half of a
common school year in addition to a large amount of
other necessary training. :

But in order to perfect this “Eclectic Method” of
teaching first lessons in reading, I have gelected twelve
words-—monosyllabic, object words, which contain all
the letters of the English alphabet,® and represent
twenty-four of our forty-one elementary sounds. No
letter in these twelve words represents more than one



