
Toronto, .August 1912.] DTO IL

coadjutors flot as fellow workers in a
great cause, but as servile instruments
necessary, it may be, for the commercial
success of the undertakiug, but otherwise
unworthy of consideration, " one iE
forced to wonder upon what process of
reasoning sucli a reinarkable geucraliza-
tion is justified. This parugrapli reînds
one more of the " lurid " uppeal of a yel-
low journal to a constituency incapable
of judgment than the utterance of a sane
medical journal to intelligent readers.
Those who know the members of the
National Sanatorium Association Board,
as earnest, public-spirited citizens and

philanthropîisis, who have given freely of
their tiîne and nioney to proinote tlic in-
teresta of the greatest work of the kind
in our country, are flot likely to Le iinîsled
by such criticisin.

Humun judgrneiit ;iid action ut Leýst
arc flot unerrilg; uitkswill oceur,
and men inay diffor. Lut thiose inost elose-
ly in touch and besf inil'ormed wîihrgr
t(> the National Saaoimand ils work
mnust deeply deplore ainy attaek, espeei-
ally from a medical quarter, whicli iniglit
tend to prejudice lthe public aintan
institution so deservitig of cofdneand
support.

1IN T ERI A LlA
A convention will be held in ('arnibridge,

Massachusetts, this month and uttondrd by
500 distinguished physicians ai savants
froni all parts of the worl who will take
up the problem of noise. Dr. Blake, pro-
fessor of otology at the Hlarvard Mediea]
School, in diseussing the programme for
the proposed meeting, says that inodemn
eoniditions of life in thé. cîties arc suriously-
aff eting the hicuring. The ear is becomiung
abnormal and blunted. ln the effort ut ex-
eluding the dia of fthe eity the sensitive
mechanism of hearing îs thiekening. The
roar and distraction of the city is ahinost
imperceptibly working upon the nerveý-iS of
the people as well us making theun deaf.
Scienitis, therefore, propose f0 sec what
ean lie donc toward relieving hiuanity of
the present useless strain.

Dr. Blake points out that noise is largely
ail indication of waste energy, just as is
the heating of a bearing in a machine.
Furthermore, it is barbarous beca-use mucli
of it is unneccssary. There is not auy doubt
in the îninds of laymen even thut noise lias
an important effect upon nervous people
and those who arc ill. It also lias its effeet,
although not so evident, on those who are
robust and apparently immune. The truth
bias been recognized in the organization of
soeicties for the suppression of unnecessary
noise, ini ordinances against bell ringing,
whistling of locomotives and other fonms
of neediess disturbance within city limits.
And while some progres lias been made
there is mucli more to be done.

The doctors whlo w ill asemle ltis
convention shjould 1", ;[Me tosiraeu-
paign of puihliclify tat wýillreu in (.1i11-
inating 11nucil of* tluumOac of (.il vliv-
iuig ai peuT Iho ma1;in thilig to le dfonce
u!t the outlset is f0 arouise pulcopiio011 i
ithe slllject(». Thle peoiple hul e inude fo
aippreciate the consequefleef t* ffcerl'

iloise ; fo realize thiat if is, al imîpositioni on
them lsu ail ohr audi l kuiow thatf

thcy have flle reiom vy iniv îtir w hn
It îs not to Le exeeedtat ail noiseO eau
Le banislied, but therert is ait immenotse vol.
une of nerve-racking sound that ean sud
should Le stopped.

('anada's gain is a serions los;s to the
.Minnesofa State Board of Ilealîlii in the
acceptance by Dr. Hl. W. IBil of the dirce-
torship of fthc Institute of' Putblic llealth at
London, Ontario. Dr. Hill's work as dirc-
for of the Division of pic iooyof fthc
.Minnesota I)epartmienf of I1cealfh, is well-
known to thxe readers of' Thië Public Hf eUhll
Journlal, work whiichi, in additionj to othier
important underfaikings, since hisgrd-
tion as Bachelor of ýMedlicin1e ini the Uniivri-.
sity of Toronto, in 1893, was recognized
last year by lis Almna Mater conferring
upon him, as the firsf among lier graduates,
flhc degree of Doctor of Public ileailih.
lDr. lli is a versatile writer, an excellent
speaker, and a mosf welcome acquisition to
the active membership of the Canadian
Public Health Association.
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