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THE STATE ANI) EDUCATION.
The vexcd questions regarding the truc function of Governi-

Illent in the matter of popular culture are stili sit/) jï«(/ff e( in oneC
fornM or another. Popular education, it is gencraliy adiiintted.
Cor'nes within the scope of intelligent legrislatio1ï iThe wvelfare of
a"Y nation, even in the priniiary miatters of iaw andl order, de-
Penlds s0 nruch upon the instruction of the niasses, that nu unedonlbts the propriety of state intervention on the sbet
%Pecially in a frc country like ours, whorc the franchise is
Peacltica1lly universal, it appears to ho of paramnounit importance

atOt the niasses shial at ail events be equipped with the necessary
'Ieans 0f gaining suun(l kniowiedge, and, withi it, the oppurtunity

gaugng- their indivi(lual respoiisihility. The poliiiîî oteducatig the people is one whichi is not to be sliirked 1», States-
lnnh~ t is not necessary tu go ail thte way withi the de-

eae"philosopher uf Chelsea "in statino' the question finis
PQîven a wori<l of knraves anti fouis, tu miake huoncst and initel-

iigellt cumniunitiýs." Evideuïtiy, however, whore tb e constitution
IReniinentîy dînocratie in cliaracter, it is ahuve ail] tbîngs
'Ssential that the electurate sliaîl hiave the nicans of self-instruc-
t'0fl Wvitliin'its reach. We have the pour always with ris, ani
n1055es- it ho in contemplation to k.eep thin in practicai. sedu,

Whtis worse, tu dirive themn ly the spur of soif-Intcrest tu
;ePolis in herds, tlic state niust place the facilities for seit-

1"1lrovement within thieir reach. The saine fiat which bias dlu-
ýl"dtiteii constituent iniembers of the body pulitie, carries wîtliIt an, Oblioationt lc within the grasp ofail the chance obecoiming 1 intelligent, as well as nominal, citizens. Eitbcr tue

DriVilegeofu votingio should have heen withhieid fromt the niasses
&idas it cannot now hoc withdrawn there is nu nced for, dis-

ýQ18Ing tue alternative-or tire Governmient, evon foi- its own
0,'as at once bound to <lu its part iii their elevatiun. Tu

bOof us it appears clear that the widening of tue electoral
li Sîs tr'enoithens the entire national tabrie. The state is nu
ki e"acoriso insignificant hianatoros rldby an

Ortor an oligarchiy of privileged beings, but a corpurate
~r i5 n ii xhich each tuiler, citheî with hcad or liand, cuntri-

"te his p art, lofty or îowly, to the vitality of the whoie. The
Or tenîporis ci torgets that wlîile the result of a caste

u o )OVernmiert inay pass nmnster ini histurical perspective,
nurit bear inspection beneath the surface. It is unquestion-

% Ykbetter thiat the peuple should rul, even blindly and mis-
neelYa tunes, ratiier titan thiat tbeir concernrs shouhi ho at-. rIded O yCven the J/i/le uf the culturcd class wýitbout their

Q8,1 igent concurrence. So far' everybody is, at ail events in

4gal th rn ho b confcrred thus hroadly, as it is in
Ie',in Canadla, and iii the IJnitedl States, (lues not thre

Itý - y ooruilary tollow that flhc State is bund to " lovel up
ti<ol i by piacing the means ut intelleetual and moral eleva-
qllst Wtitn thteir reacb ? In Aiea wve had ail thought theal "Il~ had been definitively settled ; but it would appear, from

Ï01DPper read before a Nehraska Teachers' Convention, to hothI .' Il the March nuiriber uf the P9pular Science Mon/h/ly, that i
PeL "'stili roomn for del)ate upoti it. The writer coinplains,

in Aa Wsitb soite show ut plausibility, that there is a tendency
4 e i tha b nag the sphere of government unduly. He

bthebwn e ore any state enterprize can 1)0 justified, " it must
the frst, tîtat the thing to be (lune is necossary either for

'rtnneof its own existence or for the protection of 1011 and pruperty," and thon that the state cani effect therpose better than if can be effected by voluntary effort, s

Cieariy, however, if the eduication of' the peuple, whetber
eiuentary or speciai, ho found essentiai, not su inuch to the
h)aie existence Itut to the progress uf a nation, the second
inquiry is irrelevant, because su soon as the duty is adnîitted it
hecomies iiîiperative. The argumient that the miunicipalities need
flot urg-arnze a police force, since the instinct ut self-protection
Nvill socure life anti pruperty hy comibination, even the writer
ut this paper would rej oct witlîout consideration even for a1
moment. Ho wouid answer, however--in fact, hoe lues su in ad-
vanco tîtat if is not su nîuch state education, in this niodest
forni, that lie objects to, as the teaching- of any branches of
lcarnîing whielh will facilitate the tecimical instruction ut the
plhysieîan aîid the iawyer. Now, apart from the tact that it is
ot SUlWeiiie importance tu hlave trustwortby doueturs andi lawyers,
as far as education can niake tbeni su, tlic crucial question re-
mnains, what is the real motive for state etincation at al] ?
Surely to elevate ecd maran in bis social spbiere, and i nake Iiiimi a
botter citizen. To secure fuis objeet, you îîîust l)ruX'i(e, in an
aseending scale, tacilities for etincation, for ahl classes. A mnani
destincd to ho a tlay-laburer, with tue prospect ut rising soi-re
day tu the (ligiiity ut a city aldermian, would probably noctl littie
iuiore thian the tbree R's. With thiese his equipmnent, su tair
as the goverituient caît lîolp himii, is comnplote. In point ut tact,
hoe wuuld not thank it for carryirîg bini any tartlier. -fie
eau read and store bis nutitie eau niake estimates, and add up
culunrs ut figures, and put un papor wvhat hoe requires ti puit
tliere for the purposes cither ut triendsiîip or business. lThe
wiiuo field ut Englishi literature, in ail its varied riciuess, lies
open tu himl, should bis inclinations iead hitiii intîtat direction.
Tl'le Governmient bias surrendered to Luis keeping a key to the
temple ut knowledge with wbich lie may enter at ivili, ami go un
andi out, ant ihn(l infellectual pasture.

Now why should these advantagres ho given to the lower
classes alune ? If the stato gives une mani the ieans by wbich hoe
eari etineato liniseit, why should not flic strata above bc0 raiscd
also by govemunuientai cu-uperation ? Nobudy proposes that tue
statc shiail educate protessionaliy; ail that is asked is that wh'at
is adînittediy necessary for ail citizeins siîouid lie coneeded aLs;o
to tiiose wlio iay risc to Ite leaders ut nmen. In a now counitr.)
it is not clcmientary but superior education ehlich uuecds en-
couragomcnnt,more especialiy those braire]lîes wbicb, at a superiiial
glance, seci uless practicai flian otliers. It canîtut 1)0 t<o widel y
pi'ociaiined that study, whether ut living or dead lalîguages-nu
lîterature is dead-ut science or pbiiosupby, is, -w'itbiout inx-alu-
ablo practical use, not inercly dis@iplinary but pointed aîîd direct.
The oldeet ut education is not craînîiniîg but the formation of
character anti ut an inteileetual habit. Whether a mai preter
înathieiatics, physies, riatural science, or luceras 1ornian mres, is ut
nu special importance to the worid-or w'hotiîer hoe design ulti-
nateiy to avaji hiiiself ut tue knowlIedge lic lias crained for pro-

fessional purposes. The great point ut supreie imrportanrce to
society is that lie lias been enabiod to secure a liberai edueation,
assisted by tue intelligent liberality ut govcrnmiit. lu blis
naugural address at St. Andrew's University Mi. Johri Stuart
fili, wluo certainly did not imagine hoe 'vas uîîtaitbtul to the
?rinciple ut laissez faire in any degre.e, retors to une, aspect ut tbe
~ducational question which once again cropped up in the Ontario
Lecrisiature the other day. "'Whether we shîouhd 1)0 tauglit
~lassics or the sciences," hoe said, " seeins to nie, I contess, very
ike a dispute whether painters should cuitivate drawing or
~oloring, or, to use a mnore homnely illustration, wliether a failor
îhould make coats or trousers. Icari only repiy to the question,


