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diaracter and icleals the future of the profession depends, to interest yolurselves

in these societieS ani see to il that oniy those who arc eligible shall be admitted,

for if the pro~fession is to be an hionorcd mie, it nîuist first nlienit that honor ; and

silnce the character of anly body (if nmen dcpclids cntirely on the character of its

individual ilieni)ers, it folIloxvs that bcfore the engineering profession can conm-

inand the respect of the p)ublic, cadhi n(ijvj(llal inliber mnust nienit that respect.

1 have statcd tiat flic duties of tlec cugincer to tie public are largely educa-

rtional. 1\any engincers w\Ii askcd a question, repli' corrcctlx', ani point out tlie

inîsstatemeclts ani crrors; bu io mw nany o f us arc gol tcachers ? Flow rnanly

of us takc tic pains to mnake tic rcal situation cîcar t0 thc lavînian? Take as anl

illustration thc almnosi danly statcniciit tliat solnconC hias invcntcd a nlew inotor or

cngine tliat ixili (lraw trains 150o or 200 miles anl Iour. 'Fie nliajority of enigi-

neers, if questioncd regardiiig sucli a statemniit, Woul(l no (loubt say tliat it is

absurd, tiat they (ion't believc it, tiat sincb a tliig lias beeni trie(l a iiumiber of

lmems ivithouit suicccss, etc., but how nmany arc tiiere who takc enongli interest to

set thc p)ublie rîglit, to cxllii tuai. travcl at alnv suicli sI)eel is enltirely a question

of roa(lbe(l and riglit of way, tîmat it is easy to construct a mlotor which will pull

any train at tlicsc sl)CC(1, but that practidal roa(lbc( cond(itions prohibit il, and

that thc iliost 1)crfect track ever bililt is so irrcgtilar tliat a train xvould be hiable ho

be derailed at snicb a specd. It ouglit to be clear to every elngineer, tien, tlîat iii

,giving clear and conicise explanations to tic layniaii, lie is doing a (luty to the

pub)lic andl a service to luis profession ; andi tlic more tic pulblic is eniabled to u-

derstand( tic rcal facts flic more (liscriiiniatilig it wili beconie.

Ilis Dnty to Ilis V'rofesso.-It is periaps superfluouls 10 state tliat every

mina owcs ail everlastiiig (iclt to biis parents wbio bave toiled and providei for Iiii

wlien lie ivas tiot able to provide for liiniiself, and wvho are cver solicitouls for lus

well-beinig. As a parallel 10 this it follows tliat evcry enigicer is a debtor to lus

profession fromi wii lie receives couintenance and( profit. The principle of do0-

ing sometlming for v'our frateriîity is so wcll cstablislied, liowever, tiat it does niot

require very fuli (discussion. It is fonnd even aniong tie lowcr animais. Yet

tlîerc arc tiose wvho pay 11o attenitionl to tic officiai society wliichu represents tic

profession to wiiel ticy belong. To tliose wbio (10 muot ilîterest tbcîiiselves iii

the imi)roveniellt of flîcir profession, 1 would sav tiat if tlie profession is poor

andl witliout lionlour, s0 are yotu, andl if tIme profession does not prosper, neitlier (Io

vou.
Tiere are many ways in wih yoti ean support, encourage and conitribute 10

tlic dignitv of your profession tlurongli tic. medhium of its society. Even the

miere attitude of tic aplurovai of tic socicîv's existence is of great value, but 10

give tic publlic 10 i(lerstalil tliat y oii believe i, your society andl follow its standl-

ards is nmnicli more iportant.

A more comnionpiace but noneue lhess positive reason for supporting vouir

society, is tiat youi are inaking profit out of tic art wliîcli it reluresents and wlicli

it is trying 10 inuprove and( dig-nîfy. Youir obligation is thierefore definite. -It is

to y our interest tliat tic profession slloul(i bc inîproved ; andi 1 nee(l uot ask ivie-

thier or not it xvoul(l lie rigit 10 allow youir felloxv professionals to bring abouit Ibis

result and tlien for you ho reap) tic beniefil.
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