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Editorial

ECHOES OF THE CONFERENCE

The National Conference on Charac-
ter Education was from every point of
view a notable gathering. It was not-
able because of the attendance, the

character of the addresses and discus-
sions, the spirit of earnestness and
friendship, the decisions that were ar-
rived at, and the organization which
was flnally effected. It was not a
feaehers' conference-it was more than
that, it was an Educational Confer-
ence, at- whic- were represented al
Who were concerned with training for

good citizenship-men and women' of
every class, rank and occupation, frorn
every province and district of the Do-

iInion. It was a great convention in
another way-great because of those
Who delivered addresses. It would be
difficult to prepare a programme that
represented more talent. An effort was
Mfade to select men of ontstanding
ability and experience, and there was
nOt one disappointment.

There were in ail probability many
WIýho came with doubts and misgivings.
SýOme even who said that this was a
Weird, fantastical conception, born of
self-interest and nourished by ignor-
an1ce and vanity. At the conclusion of
the meeting there was but one opinion,
and that was expressed in the tribute

Paid to Mr. Bulman, the originator 0f
the idea.

The four outstanding, benefits of the
Mleeting Seem to be these:

18t, AIl provinces of Canada met to-
gether to view education from a
na8tional rather than a, provincial vieW-

P'int. The one conclusion seemed to

be reached that if the provinces have a
duty in Education, the whole Dominion

lîkewise has a duty. Indeed, some of

the most difflenît problems that the

provinces now have to solve were im-

posed upon thcm by the Federal au-

thorities, and sooner or later the prov-

inces must be rclieved of the burdens

which fall so heavily upon them.

2nd, Ail classes and ranks of people

met together. It was a fine thing to

sec business. men, clergymen, teachers,

re presentatives of the great national

clubs and societies jointly considering

the problems in which they are ail con-

cerned-the education of boys and girls

into noble manhood and truc woman-

hood. This was the outstanding feature

of the conference. If in every coin-

munity this principle of co-operatiofl

eau be enforced, we need have no

doubts as to the future of education in

Canada.
3rd, Great messages wxere delivered

by men of international repute, and ail]

these messages had to do with the one

thought of "nation building." It is a

great thing for education when people

realize that moral. character is supremle.

4th, An organization was formied for

rescarch. and inspiration. This organiza-

tion is not a teachers' bureau, but is

rcprcsel2tative of ail the people. It

will aid the school,' the home and the

church, and ahl who are directly or in-

directly concerned with the education

of the young.
There was wonderfuî unaniinitY as

to the particular needs of Canada at the

present time. Indeed, these will be the


