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roade. Withont attempting te fix thc respon-

sibility for this feeling, if unliappily it exists,

we may observe that these incidents suggest
the extent to which it is possible for two con-

tiguous countries, situatcd as these are with

reference to eacli other, to kcep up a series of

petty and in nîany cases of damaging annoy-

ances, deplorahle iu tliemselves and dangerous

by reason cf their possible culmination. Ob-
viously it is the part of go, d statesmianship to

cultivate inutual friendship and goodwil by a

spirit of forbearance and magnanimity, for

evidence of whicli we search in vain, on either

side cf the line, duriug these last years. This
moraiizing is, however, liy thc way. It is

clear that the only way out of the difficulty, s0
far as the quarautine is conccrucd, is to con-

vince the Britisli Government that their fears

as te the existence of contagious disease among

Canadian cattle are utterly groundîcas. So

soon as that eau lie donie the embargo will no

doubt be removed. By the way, soine of our

pr tectioniats nust lie curiously in want of a
clod te hurl against Britishi frce-trade wlicn

tliey are driven te represent, as one or two
have done, the sdbeduling of Canadian cattie as

a measure of protection.

The report of thc conference heid last No-

vember between delegates representing the
Canadian sud Newfoundland Goverumnents re-

spectively, which was laid on tlie table cf the

aouse the other day, is not a little disappoint-
ing. Uuless Our iemory is serieusly at fanit,
the impression went aliroad after thc close cf

the conference that the interchange cf viows
had bocu onîinently friendly aud satisfactory.
This is by no meaus borne out by the record.
On the contrary, so far as eau lie gatliered

fromn thc document, the main queostions in dis-

pute between the two Goverumuonts wero left
in about the saineo condition in wvhicm they were

found. The chief if not the only obstacle in

thc way of a friendly and ntnally tatisfactory
arrangement was thc refusal of the Dominion

represeutatives te pronmise to witlidraw thoir

objectionst thfe ratification of the Bond-Biaine
Convention by the British Government, on

any conditions save the free admission cf
Canadiaii fish to the markets cf the Ulnited
States, a condition whicl if is net, cf courge,
in the power cf Newfoundland f6 obtain or

bestow. The Nowfouudlaud delegates re-

peatedly pressed the question whetlor, in case

of the ultimate failure of the Canadian Gev-

erzumont to obtain the dosired concession from
Washington, after ample time had been lad
for nogtotiations, tIe said Goveruîmnent would
net thoen permit lier sînailer sister te eujoy thc
benefits, whieiî to lier wonld lie vory great, of

an arrangemient ivhich Canada herseif was
nabie f0 offect. The auswer of tlîe Canadian

delegates was a reua te give any sncb pledge,
and an intimation that the influence cf their

Goverument would continue te b ý exerted with

tlat cf Great Britain to prevent the ratification
of the treaty in question.

'Ne venture to ask, in ail frankness, wlietlcr

the Dominion is net pursuing a dog-in-the-
manger policy uiîworthy cf ber, in this affair.
The representatives of Newfoundlaud regard
the treaty n question as eue cf the very first
inîFortance, almost vital in fact, to the well-

lieing cf tîcir colon>'. No great skili in
putfing cne's self in fIe place cf one«s neigî-

bour is required to show us that were tIe cir-

cunistances reversed, sncb interforence witli
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Caniadian affairs by the Island would lie deemied
intolerable. Does the fact that &,ewfoundland
is the sinaller colony make lier riglits any

sînaller than ours ? Cati there bu, reasons of

state s0 weighty as to over-balauce all ordi-

nary considerations of fair play, to j ustify sucli

interference with the policy of a sister coiony ?

In view of the manner in which the Canadian

delegates pressed the question of union upon

the attention of those of Newfoundland it

will lie by no means surprisiug ehould the

latter and the people of Newfoundland gen-

erally infer that tlie action of Canada iii the

inatter is, at least partiy, an indirect pressure to

force the Island to enter the Confederation.

Canadians foi obvions reasons sliouid lie
the last to tolerate sudh pressure. Mr.
Bowell even went so far as to reiresent

the question as one of great moment to the

Imperial Goverument, as in fact ' to a great

exteut, a matter of Imnperial îîecessity". It

must bie, we suppose, that Minister Bowell was

autliorized to make this statemnent, tliough it

is certaîniy an unusual thing for the British

Government to make known their vjews, aud

wishes in respect to a Colony in s0 indirect a

manner. The incident gives new force te the
query as to what would lie permitted to the
Dominion, or expected of lier, in case of fed-
eration witli Newfonndiand, in the delicate
Frenchi-shore flshery business.

TARIFF REFOM.

Wiîli the deiivery of the budget speech of

the Minister of Finance, which wili take place
too late for comment in tliis issue, will no

doulit commence one of the most important
debates ever had in the Dominion Parliameut.
The tone'aîîd temper of the discussion m iii, of

course, depend largely upon the policy of the

Goverumnent, as announced, by thie Minister.

Up to the present moment the secret las beeli

well kopt, ard it would lie useless to lazard a
guess as to wl ether the policy will prove to lie
o e of con ess on ;i some important respects

to what may now bie safely described as a

wide-spread and growing popular demand for

tariff reduction, or one o>f masterly procragtina-
tion sucli as bas on other occasions stood the

present Goverument, or ratIer its predecessor,
in s0 good stead. Lt is liardly likely, we sup-

pose that any serions changes will bie proposed
for the pre et session. It is evideut,1 w

ever, that some pretÉy definite promises for

thie fut" re wili be necessary to inak e sure of
the continned adlicsio t of the tariff malcon-

touts in the party rauks.
The progress of tlie debate will exhibit

severai unteresting plisses of opinion amoug

the pecpIc's rcpreseutativi s. There will ho,
in tlie first place, thc straiglit prote ctionitits,
who tlioroughly liclieve in tho nnderiying prini-

ciple of the National Policy-not as it was

originailly proposed and adopted, a-ý a measure
of retaliation desigîîed. to compel our neigli-

bours over thc way te grant us reciprocal

trade. The party hias advanccd. far since Sir

John Macdonald an- ouuced as the motto of

thc Party, " Reciprocit>' of trade or recipro.
cit>' of tariffs." It lias climbel up from that

stepping-stone to the higli platforrn of protcc-

ticniîîn, pure snd simple. That wl icI was

devised as a nieans to an end has now corne to
lie prized, àf not str ctly as an end in itseif, at
least as a means to atuother end, radicaîlly dif-

f orient (rom tliat at first proposed and (juite in-

consistent witli it. We shah hear member
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after member seriouslY coutefld anatu

and only way in which, to make a yoo 00 1

comparatively poor people stronlg andrie, W4l

great is to surround with a high tae o

every article of commerce Which Cao' blitb

possibility be prodLced in the O otitry., ta%'

a touching, faith ini the virtue of uit l
hand Prospe - lt

paying as a means of grOW th hoJaua
and a sovereign contempt for t h o lied

of every free citizen to buy te

wherever lie caui procure it to ul e

the e statesmen Winl arag roliaye

soi id plialanx agaiflst evrY raflge te oft

the people of any considerable Portion b#
burden whicli they nîay fOOîisbîY Iî roe t y'
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to doubt that the statesmen Of thio f0î

be in thue niajority to an extent tbSt «WCq

it safe, for the present at le"~ ,o t h
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Diametrically opposed te tle0 < 0<epbb*
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tically deny the riglit of any ciOvein) ble
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riglit of f ree citizens to buy and se'01 e,
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their fellow-citizens, at sucli Pr' ea 01

ter inay fix, on pain of biîg In - ele
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where those which suit thein better. ie
it will ho open not only to denonoce table
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but, to maintain, on the broadest gra bio

political economy and of colif"luosei Proo
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greatest number wiIl bc ie os~t sure 1>' Iner

by the largest freedom of coiffe0ci wil
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lianient. They inust console theuîs îioncO

the reflection that tinme, and 1?O11t' 00thie,

and accunîulating exper ence, are î'l

But the issue may, in this cse' tb

affected by a third body, which c3i'n'

cnrately described as a class, "'eî g 53<dJ1

lacks the cohesive force of a Prîn 1' Jing~

but a conglomeration of individuas, b&5 bol,
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together only by the accid8iital bond 0. t's

mon party loyalty, or a comme" soif-In -il

Some of these have had their Oye. patio
opeed Teysec men as tree f 1k i

will probalily njot be long till s.0mO 0 ofi tbe

fiud peace and satisfaction~ 1, fl f tt%
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econoii principle. Others cf the"'î ~to r
been led to take exception to varlou 0t 
of the National Policy as ait pres.en 23 Alj<o 1

while giving a general approvAl tow'aiijgoi
Each one will object to the p9l'tîculr aic

or hardslîip wlîici lias comfe D's t
one h
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