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roads. Without attempting to fix the respon-
sibility for this feeling, if unhappily it exists,
we may observe that these incidents suggest
the extent to which it is possible for two con-
tiguous countries, situated as these are with
reference to each other, to keep up a series of
petty and in many cases of damaging annoy-
ances, deplorable in themselves and dangerous
by reason of their possible culmination. Ob-
viously it is the part of go.d statesmanship to
cultivate mutual friendship and goodwill by a
spirit of forbearance and magnanimity, for
evidence of which we search in vain, on either
side of the line, during these last years. This
moralizing is, however, by the way. It is
clear that the only way out of the difticulty, so
far as the quarantine is concerned, is to con-
vince the British Government that their fears
as to the existence of contagious disease among
Canadian cattle are utterly groundless. So
soon as that can be done the embargo will no
doubt be removed. By the way, some of our
pr tectionists must be curiously in want of a
clod to hurl against British free-trade when
they are driven to represent, as one or two
have done, the acheduling of Canadian cattle as
a measure of protection.

The report of the conference held last No-
vember hetween delegates representing the
Canadian and Newfoundland Governments re-
spectively, which was laid on the table of the
House the other day, is not a little disappoint-
ing. Unless our memory is seriously at fault,
the impression went abroad after the close of
the conference that the interchange of views
had been eminently friendly and satisfactory.
This is by no means borne out by the record.
On the contrary, so far as can be gathered
from the document, the main questions in dis-
pute between the twa Governments were left
in about the same condition in which they were
found. The chief if not the only obstacle in
the way of a friendly and mutually satisfactory
arrangement was the refusal of the Dominion
representatives to promise to withdraw their
objectionsto the ratification of the Bond-Blaine
Convention by the British Government, on
any conditions save the free admission of
Canadian fish to the markets of the United
States, a condition which it is not, of course,
in the power of Newfoundland to obtain or
bestow. The Newfoundland delegates re-
peatedly pressed the question whether, in case
of the ultimate failure of the Canadian Gov-
ernment to obtain the desired concession from
Washington, after ample time had been had
for negotiations, the said Government would
not then permit her smaller sister to enjoy the
benefits, which to her would be very great, of
an arrangement which Canada herself was
unable to effect. The answer of the Canadian
delegates was a refusal to give any such pledge,
and an intimation that the influence of their
Government would continue to b» exerted with
that of Great Britain to prevent the ratitication
of the trealy in question.

We venture to ask, in all frankness, whether
the Dominion is not pursuing a dog-in-the,
manger policy unworthy of her, in this affair.
The representatives of Newfoundland regard
the treaty in question as one of the very first
importance, almost vital in fact, to the well-
being of their colony. No great skill in
putting one’s self in the place of one'’s neigh-
bour is required to show us that were the cir-
cumstances reversed, such interference with
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Canadian affairs by the Island would be deemed
intolerable. Does the fact that Newfoundland
is the smaller colony make her rights any
smaller than ours ? Can there be reasons of
state so weighty as to over-balance all ordi-
nary considerations of fair play, to justify such
interference with the policy of a sister colony *
In view of the manner in which the Canadian
delegates pressed the question of union upon
the attention of those of Newfoundland it
will be by no means surprising should the
latter and the people of Newfoundland gen-
erally infer that the action of Canada in the
matter is, at least partly, an indirect pressure to
force the Island to enter the Confederation.
Canadians for obvious reasons should be
the .last to tolerate such pressure. Mr.
Bowell even went so far as to represent
the question as one of great moment to the
Imperial Government, as in fact ‘' to a great
extent, a matter of Imperial necessity”. It
must be, we suppose, that Minister Bowell was
authorized to make this statement, though it
is certainly an unusual thing for the British
Government to make known their views and
wishes in respect to a Colony in so indirect a
manner. The incident gives new force to the
query as to what would be permitted to the
Dominion, or expected of her, in case of fed-
eration with Newfoundland, in the delicate
French-shore fishery business.

TARIFF REFORM.

With the delivery of the budget speech of
the Minister of Finance, which will take place
too late ‘or comment in this issue, will no
doubt commence one of the most important
debates ever had in the Dominion Parliament.
The tone and temper of the discussion will, of
course, depend largely npon the policy of the
Government, as announced by the Minister.
Up to the present moment the secret has been
well kept, ar.d it would be useless to hazard a
guess as to wt ether the policy will prove to be
o e of con esson ‘n some important respects
to what may now be safely described as a
wide-spread and growing popular demand for
tariff reduclion, or one of masterly procrastina-
tion such as has on other occasions stood the
present Government, or rather its predecessor,
in so good stead. It is hardly likely, we sup-
pose that any serious changes will be proposed
for the pre.ent session. It is evident, ! ow-
ever, that some pretiy definite promises for
the fut re will be necessary to make sure of
the continued adhesio of the tariff malcon-
tents in the party ranks.

The progress of the debate will exhibit
several ‘nteresting phases of opinion among
the pecple’s representatives. There will be,
in the first place, the straight protectionists,
who thoroughly believe in the underlying prin-
ciple of the National Policy—not as it was
originally proposed and adopted, a: a measure
of retaliation designed to compel vur neigh-
bours over the way to grant us reciprocal
trade.  The party has advanced far since Sir
John Macdonald an-ounced as the motto of
the Party, * Reciprocity of trade or recipro-
city of tariffs.” It has climbed up from that
stepping-stone to the high platform of protec-
tionism, pure and simple. That wlich was
devised as a means to an end has now come to
be prized, i not str ctly as an end in itself, at
least as a means to another end, radically dif-
ferent from that at first proposed and quite in-
consistent with it. We shall hear member
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