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only 47 years of age makes it not improbable that, had
his life been proionged, be miglit have yet taken a stili
higher position in the Provincial, or possibly in the Do-
minion Parliament, as overy year was contributing to his
political education and disciplining ki'4 really fine powers.
His loas of office a few year8sîsnce was undoubtedly due
to excessive party ioyalty. or, more exactly, Lo excessive
loyaity to Sir John A. Macdonald. It je unnecessary te
repeat the familiar story of bis fali, caused by lis Jack of
courage or determination to stand by the peopie of bis
Province in opposition to Sir John in their demand for
the abolition of the railway monopoiy which was checking
the growtb and prosperity of the Province. The mann'-r
in wbicb that which was refused to Mr. Norquay's friendly
solicitation was promptly granted [o the uncompromising
and menacing demand of bis successors in office, is one of
the strangest chapters in Ottawa pariiamentary history,
and conveys a lesson wortli conning to aIl leaders who
may bc tempted to sacrifice the weal of the people they
represent, either to a weak uxpediency, or to party loyalty.

C IERTAIN paragraphs have of late been going the rounds
'~of the press to the affect that the intermarriage of deaf

mutes was likely to resuit, in the near future, in a deaf-
mute variety of the human race. This eomewhat alarming
theory doua not, se far as we are aware, rest on any basis
of ascertained facts, but it seeems sufficiently in accord with
wbat bas been observud of the tendency te tbe repro'Iuc-
tien of other congenital defects by heredity, to make tbe
matter worthy of serions investigation. Wu are glad there-
fore, to observe that Mr. R. Matbiaon, Superintendenti of
tbe Institution for the Deaf and Dumb at Beleville, is
instituting an inquiry witb a view to ascertaining aIl the
facts available huaring on the subJect. MIr. Mathison will
take it as a spucial favour if any reader who may know of
any ruarried deaf-mute persons, witb or witbout cbildren,
will kindly send bimi their addresses. The inquiry is one
wbich sbould bu carefuily prosecuted ini the public interest?
Up to tbis date M r. Mathison bas been able to luarn of
but one deaf child in Ontario wbose parents are deaf and
dumb. 0f the hundreds of deaf-mute children wbo are now
attending, or bave attended the institution ovur which be
presides, tbere is, bo informa us, not one congenitally deaf
who bas deaf-mute parents. So far evidencu in support of
the theory of a tendency to the hereditary transmission of
this de 1 .)orable defect suems utLerly lacking. But wbather
unoducated ceaf-nutes are ini the habit of inter-marrying,
or whuthur tbe children of sucb marriages would bu at al
likely to find their way to theBueluville institution, we
we have no moans of knowing. The question now pro-
pounded by Mr. Mathison is investud witb a double
interesti, baving a scientific as well as a practical bearing.
No doubt bis conclusions wilI ultimately be givun to the
public.

1 N tbe circular refarrud to in the foregoing paragrapb Mr.
-- Mathison calls attention te anothur matter which is

of the greatest possible inturesti to aIl that moBt unfortunate
class for wbose uducation the institution over wbich be
presides is established, and to their parents and friands.
There may be many parents or guardians of deaf-mute
childrun in Ontario wbo do not know tbat tbure is an in-
stitution at Belleville in whicb deaf cildren between tbe
ages of seven and twenty are uducated and boarded at the
expense of tbe Province. It is oniy roquired tbat tbe child
be of sound mind, and that tbe parents, or the m unicipality
if the parents are unable, pay the railroad fare and pro-
vide tbe necussary clotbing. The interests of bumanity,
as weil as of public policy, demand tbat no duaf chiid sbaii
ba permitted to grow up in the Province witbout education.
It is hardly too, much te Bay, as Mr. Mathison doas, that
the condition of an uneducated deaf-mute is more dupior-
able than tbat of any other buman being. Lifu undur sucb
circumstances can only bu a burden to tbe individuai and
te ail about bim. Any onu who bappens to know of such
a cas-and doubtiess tbere are many sucb-may confer
a life-long blessing upon ail concurned hy inducing the
friends of the cbild to take advantage of this libural
provision masde by tbe Government. Application papers
and any information nueded may ha bad by writing te the
Superintendent at Bueleville.

HE rplyof ordKnuteford, Colonial Secretary, te the

asking for tbe disallowance of the Jesuits' Estates Act,
state clearly that " the aiiowance or disaliowance of the
Acte of the Provincial Legielature of tbe Dominion of
Canada is a matter wbicb rests entirely with the Governor-

Czonera], acting on tbe sdvice of bis responsihie Ministers."
This is, it suema to us, tbe only answer tbat could bave
reasonabiv been gfiven or exi)ected. In fact, se far as we
can sec, it is the only one that could have been acceptable
to the people of tbe Dominion or of any of its Provinces.
Tbe people of Canada have recuived froin the Imperiai
autborities a faderai constitution, whicb was asked for and
framed by tbemselvus. According to that constitution the
Governor-Generai and bis responsible Ministers are the
constituted and [bu oniy constituted medium of connection
between tbe United Provinces and the Imperiai Govern-
nment. For tbe Colonial Secretary to stcp in and disailow
an Act of one of the Provincial Legisiatures would bu a
violation ýf tbe federai constitution, and a distinct inter-
ferencu witb the rigbts and powers of both tbe Faderai and
the Provincial Govarnmunts. Botb of these wouid be ruady
enougb to resent sucb Sn interferenca on ordinary occasions.
If the constitution wbicb we have made for ourselves and
whicb tbe Mothur country has enacted and sanctioned, does
net suit us, it can, no doubt, bu cbanged at the request of
thbe majority. But so long as it uxists it is the supremu
iaw of tbe Confuderation. Even sbould the Home Gev.
ernment regard some Act of a Provincial Legisiature as in
violation of Imporial law, or of the rights of tbe Crown, it
is cîcar from thr, genarai tenor of tbe Federation Act, as
weli as front thu principle laid down by the Colonial
Secretary, tbat the British Government could net diractly
intarfere with the operation of [bat Act. [t couid do go
oniy tbrough the GovernorGeneral and his responsible
Ministers. Ought net Canadians to bu proud and glad
tbat it is so ? t is sureiy enougb for the Provinces te be
accountable to one master. Two would bu one too many.

A FUNDAMENTAL principle of grea: oeti h

of the indeterminate sentence. Henceforth, whenaver a
male over six teen is convicted of a Statu-prison ofi'enca
punishabie for a term to bc-,flxed by the court between
maximum and minimum limita, the sentence shali bu for
an indeturminate puriod witbin those limits. For example,
a certain flony je now puniehable by imprisoriment for not
legs than two nor more than tan years. Prior to the
passage of thia Act the Court had to specify the precise
number of yuars of confinement. It wiii do so no longer,
but will adopt the language of the statute, and sentence
the flon " for not less than two nor more than tan years."
The precise limit is uvuntually dutermined by a Board,
composcd of tbe Supurintendent of State Prisons, tbe
warden, tbe chaplain, the physician, and the principal
keupur. The record, or "lbiographical sketch " of the
prisoner, wbich is to bu fully and carufully kept, will bu
the basie of the Board's action. When this record is satis-
factery the prisoner wbo bas servud bis minimum term
may, on personal application to the Board, bu ruluased on
parole. This is interpreted by the Nation to muan tbat ha
shall no longer bu imprisonud, but shall remain in the lugal
custody of the wardun until the expiration of thu maximum
period of his sentence, or until bc is absolutuîy dischargud.
Just wbat is muant hy tbis lagal custody, or bow it is to bu
enforced doenet cleariy appear in the article buforu us, but
is, no doubt, definud in the Acti. If there is reasonablu cause
to believe that the parolud prisonur bas lapsad or is about
to lapse into criminai ways or company, any mumber of the
Board may ru-arrest bim and imprison him for the period of
his unexpirud maximum tortu. Any parolud prisoner may
bu absolLtely discbargud by thbe Board. The operation of
some of tbe forugoing wise rugulations Mnay bu to soine
extent hindured by certain clauses wbicb were incorporatud
in the Acti tbrougb the influence of those who se greatly
druad thbe comptition of convict witb free labour. For
instance, [bu empioyment of prisoers in certain hunes of
industry, sucb as thbu manufacture of stove, iron, boibow-
ware, and boots and sboes, is absolutely probibited in the
penitentiaries, raformatories and bouses of correction, and
prohibited beyond certain limite in the Statu prisons. The
provision that full market rates are to bue btained on al
sales, and that ne producte are to bue old for les than ton
par cent. above the coet of thu materials, are on the othur
band, it strikas us, reasonablu and salutary. On the wbole
this New York Act is the boldet atteMpt at the applica-
tion ef prison-ruform principlas in panai institutions wbicb
bas yet bean made on this continent, and its operation will
bu watebed with great inturet.

AFrER some absurd fluctuations betweun extremes thebu1New York State legisiature bas at lengtb eucceeded
in putting on the statuts book a new Prison Law wbich
containe some excelent provisions. Though not aIl that

the prison reformers couid have wiehed for in every respect,
the Act igj of such a kind as pute tbe prison syetem of the
State of New York in advance of tbat of any other State
in the Union. First, and perbape hast, in the reforme
made by the new law is ite provision for the classification
of convices. Ail prisonere are te bu claeeified in tibrea
grades. In the first grade are placud ahl those appearing
te be corrigible and likely te maintain themeelvus by bon-
est industry after thuir diecharge. The second grade in-
cludes the incorrigible, who ara nuvcrtheless able te work
and reasonahly ohedient te prison discipline, while the
totally incorrigible and refractory elemunt falis into thu
third grade. Next, or equal in importance, are the ar-
rangements for prison labour. The labour of the prisonurs
of the iret grade je te bu diructed primariiy to fltting tbein
te maintain themecîvas hy boneet induetry, aven tbeugh
ne useful or salable preduct resuit from thuir labour;
but, se far as is consistent witb this primary objuct, pro-
ductive induetry is te bu maintained. In the case ef
the second grade the erder of thesa objecte is reversed,
regard heing firet had te the productiveness of tbe work.
The labour of the third-grade priseners is te ha ««diructad
solely te sucb exorcise as ehaîl tend te the presurvation of
bealtb, or the mianufacturing witbout the aid of machiner 7
of sucb articles as are noeded in the public institutions of
the State, or sucb other manual labour as the Suparintend-
eut of State Prisons shall direct whicb shaîl net compute
with free labour." 'M'is je, as the Nation pithiiy observes,
"6a concussion te the feelings et those wbo cannot bear
that the worst convictesbould support thumselvus, but
insiet that froc laboururs shahl support them." But as the
clase will, it le boped, bu email, thbe matter is ef les import-
ance. Every onu wbo objecte te placiug bumnan beinge on
a lavaI witb beaste et burden will bc glad te know that
[bu contracti system je net te ha restoed. An innovation
et considerabie importance is the payment et wages-the
amount et compensation net te exceud tan per cent, et thu
earnings et the institution in whicb Lhuy are confind-to
walI-bebaved convicts.0

U OMMENTING on the adjournment ef the Massachus-
S ette' Legielatura, the New York Nation, onuet the

most diepassionate and reliable et American journals,
makes a humiliating admission. Not content with stating
that it is ganarally agrucd that tii particular Legislative
body has been 1'excaptionally disordoriy, inufficient and
cerrupt," tha Nation -cs on te eay: "In Massachusetts,
as uvarywhure, thbe standard et the law-maker is steadily
inking, and nobody is as yet able te peint eut an effective

method et bringing ab)out a reform. But it iii obvions
sometbing muet bu donc, or our Lugisiature wiil betore
long becomu insufferablu." Wbutber it is intended to in-
cludu the National Congres, or oniy the State Legielatures,
in this sweeping condumnation is net quite clear. In any
casa iL is a sad confession te bu made atter a century of
triai. Mucb was hopud from the great Indepundent or
" Mugwump " reactien et five yeare ago, but that seume,
in part at least, te bave collapBed. Thu only hope juet
now appeur te ha [bat hased on the principle contaiued in
the old adage, 9-Whan thinge are at the worst tbey begin
te mend." Thuru is, probably, as large a percuntage ef
virtueus and bonourable citizens in the United State as
in any other country. The cause et the ui is largeiy in
tbe political Bystem wbicb purmits politice te bu made a
trade, and a Profitable trade, by the unecrupuîous. Soe
dsy, it maY be hoed, pubiic intelligence and indignation
will bu arousud and the trading politiciaussept away in
a storm et honet indignation.

WTRAT are the exact ends et local and Impuriai concern
VVte ha survud by tbe recent laughter et Derviebes on

the hanke et the Nule, bas net yuL beau made clear. No
douht the reasons wure satisfactory te the British Goveru-
ment, tbougb, in viçw et tbu circumstances, a Pretty rigid
inquisition wili probabiy bu made in Parliament. Those
circumetances suum as horrible as can well bc conceived.
The tact that the tactice resorted te are praised in the
despatches as brilliant strategy, euggesta seme cynical, if
not bumiliating, ruflections upon the usages et modern
warfaru. Certain practices are, we from time te time
luamu, condemned as inadmissible amouget civilized nations.
Explosive hullete, Peisoed missiles, and similar devices
for increaeing the fataiity or pain et wounds, are tabooed
witb expressions et horror. The nation wbich should
resort te themn wouid bu regarded as beyond the pale of
civilization. But a Britisb Genra-a representative et
the army and [bu peple who are supposed te occupy the
very highust plane et Christian c ivilization in re ard te 4l
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