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is capable ai anything s0 cold-bloodad, would shew him that it is the product

ai human effort, whidli varies vastly in its productiveness accordiug ta

individual capacity and energy, and is stimulated by desires af profit and

advancement which, if lie were allowed ta rail bumanity flat, would stimu-
late no more, He would then see wliat was the value ai that riglit ta a

fair aliare ai the gaod things af tha world with whicl lie imagines ail men

ta be boru. The second generatian would inherit an equality and iraternity

ai destitution. The reveries ai Mr. Elisée Reclus do not materially diffar

from thosa ai Rousseau, nor does lie fail, amidst bis yearuings for universal
brotherhood, ta show bis affinity ta the immediate disciples ai that master.

Hie is mealy-mouthed and wraps up bis sinister meaniug, in highly phulan-

tliropic lauguaga, but lie mens ta open tha raign ai fraternity witli the

guillotine.___

IT is parliaps an amiable and salutary, at ail events it is a singalar

feature of canspiracy in the present age, that conspirators instead of hold-

ing dark meetings in caves and vaults, now take counsel with encli other

befora au edified public in the iaading magazines. Whule M. Elysée

Reclus ingenuously prapouuds bis plan for an auarcliy, ta ba opened by a

raigu of terror, Mr. Head Centre Stepliens, betweeu the samne covers, takes

the world inta bis confidence on the policy and prospects ai Fenianisim in

Ira]and. Vanity is not the most malignant ai vices, and with regard ta

thia Irish question aspecially, it lins doue tha com-.nunity against whicli

plots are being liatcbad no small service by loosening the tangues ai the

plottars. What the Head Centre himseli wants lie bas nat made vary clear

ta us: apparantly lie wants some less Parlianientary and more military

course ai action. But there can be no doubt whataver as ta lus feelings

toward Mr. Parnell, wlio by bis dictatorship, and by bis mouopoly bath ai

the glory and the gains ai agitation, lias evidentiy begun ta give umbrage

ta bis rivais in that hune. Suci lias been for the last bahf century, in iact

ever since Catbalic Emancipation, thie histary ai the political mavement in

Ireland. Tliere lias been a constant succession ai adventurers, whosa

abjects were usually selflsl, and wlio have generally ended by selling the

causa, ar by pulling eacli other down. Mr. Steplueus paints with a free

baud the portraits ai some ai lis predecessors in tliis line ai ambition, and

lie may be well assured that the gallery is not yet closed. Agrarian

suffering in Ireland unhappily is real, thougli, its main causes being aver-

populatian and tbriftlessness, it cannat be relieved by public robbery,
as the practical result ai the confiscations alraady begins ta prove. But

thie political grievancas are unreal. Siuce Disastablishment, at ahl avants,
Ireland lias lad politically no aarious.ground for complaint. Sha lias lad

more thau lier alara ai members iu Parliament, and if lier delegatian, in-

staad ai laoking aiter ber legialative interests, bias chosen ta spend its timie

in brawling or, as Mr. Steplans alieges, in place-hiuuting, tînt is no fault

ai baer partners in thie union, wbo have neyer reiused ta consider any

measure whicli the Irisl mambars have, with anythiug like unanimity, pro-

posed. There were daiecta in local institutions, but these, together with

the parallel defecta in the local institutions ai Great Britain, Parliameut

was not anly willing, but was actually prapariug ta cure. The pohitical

agitation, therefare, lias always beau lioliow; it lias darived force and

substance only iromi its alliance witb agrarianism; and the dliaracters whicli

it bias produced liavdbeau. accordingly pour and weak. Some of tbemn have

beau anthusiaats: but the beat of thase hava ultimataly abandoued the

cause, and taken ta bettar. ways ai impraviug the lot ai the Irish people;

otiers liave beau mere sharpers. Not a single agitatar lias ever made

two blades ai grass grow where ana bad grown before, while as a body they

have nat only diverted the minds af tic people from productive industry

ta pohitical mendicity, wbicl is now becaming an ingrained habit, but by

keeping tle country in a consqtant turmoil, aud rendering ail invastment

insecure, lave praventad the devalapmeut ai sudh resaurces as Iraland

possessed. Mr. Stepleus' testimony is stroug as te the probable effecý

ai the extension ai the Irishi franchise, which lie saya will put palitical

power into the banda ai a far mare revolutionary clasa. Ha may la sus-

pected ai a iurking inclination, by creating alarm, ta spoil the game ai Mr.

Parnel; but bis foracast is, ta say the least, as trustwortliy as that ai statas-
men wlio have abandoned their judgmeuts ta the contrai aither ai a

tlieoretic phiiantbropy or ai tlie Irial Vota. -

THE usual libations ai obituary eulogy are being poured upan thie

grave ai Chiarles Reade. Ha leaves a gap in, the circle ai great noveliats

whidli thare seems ta be uabady ta fil,. Iu fact thare are decidad

symptoms ai decadence in fiction, and the fund ai plots and characters

whidli the human mind is capable ai invanting, appeara ta be approadbing
exhaustian, as weli it may, conaidering that navals bave beau appaaring

in England at the rate ai two in every tîrea days. Reada's merits were

undeniable: they culminated in "Chiristie Johustone": his plots were inteT
esting, and same of them bore the test of dramiatization; lis charactersi
if not very deep, were clearly outlined ; lis language was eminefltlY
strong, fresh and vivid. lis morality, as a rule, was .pure, though in

"A Terrible Temptation " it was, to use Mr. Compton Reade's phrase,
"lubricjous." It always seemed unaccountable that a generally dlean

man should have written that dirty book. It appears that Rleade prided

himself upon being a gentleman ; but whcn stung by the criticismn whicb

hie sometimes richly deserved, lie gave public vent to his rage in langusage

suchi as neyer came fromn a gentleman's lips or peu. This want of dignitY

liad its root in the almost insane self-love whidh led him to introduc8
into one of lis novels an elaborate, and it is needless to say, absurdly

fiattering portrait of himself. This is, at ail eveuts, a better excuse than

that tendered by some of lis friends, who declare that lie did not 108s
bis temper and that lis pretended fits of rage were advertisements.

But his main offence against art and aglainst society was pamphleteering

under the guise of fiction. Ris accounts both of the lunatic asylums and
of the niodel prisons, thougli they miglit have some sliglit foundation. in

isoiated cases of abuse, were, as general pictures of the institutions, totallY

and criminally false; and the attack on asylums could not fail to do

mischiei by setting families against the anly remedy which affords an1Y

hope for the insane. To use fiction as an engine of controversy is ta ustirP
an uulimited license of coiniug facts in support of your own case ;and

wlien the writer's object is to crate a pre.judice against any man or body

of men the practice becomes at once a moat culpable and a most dangerouS

formi of siander. Denial is hardly possible, however innocent the victims Of
the attack may be. Even IlUncle Tom's Cabîn " is not unobnoxious tO

criticismn on this ground, and if it misrepremented the South, the respoflsi-

bility of its author is heavy, for it did not a littie to kindie ou both aideg

the passions which. led to civil war.

TiiE journals are f ull af F. D. Maurice, wliose lufe lias been published

by his son. le was one of the intellectual. circle of J. S. Mill, whase

estimate of him in bis own autobîography is perliaps as ,just as any that bas

been formed, thougli the portrait was that of a Christian leader drawn by

one wlio was not a Christian. IlI have always thouglit," says Mill, Iltheat

there was more intellectual power wasted in Maurice than in any ather af

my contemporaries. Few of themn certainly have hadl. sa mucli to wastO.

Great powers of generalization, rare ingenuity and subtlety, and a Wide

perception of important and unobvions truths, served him, not for puttflg
something better into the place of the wortllss lieap of received opinions5

on the subject of thouglit, but for praving to lis own mind that the

Churcli of England liad knowu everything from the first, and that ail the

truths, on the groùud of which tlie Cliurch and arthodoxy had bel"'

attackad (many of whidh lia saw as ciearly as anyone), are not anly con-
sistent witli the Thirty.Nine Articles, but are better understood and

expressed in those articles than by anyone who rejects them. I have neyer

been able to find out auy other explanation of this than by attributiflg it

to that timidity af conscience, combined witb original sensitiveness Oi

temperament, which lias so often driven higbly giftad men into Romanisn,

from the need of a firmer support than they can find in the indpendent

conclusions of their own judgrnent. Any more vulgar kind of timidity no
one who knew Maurice would aver thiukc of imputing to him, even if hie

liad not given public proof of lis ireedom frorn it by bis ultimata colliioni
with soma of the opinions commonly regarded as orthodox, and by bis

noble originati on of thie Cliristian socialist movement." Mill rate"

Mnurice's intellectual power very high, placing himi aven above Coleridge,

whose disciple, liowever, in the fullest sense of the terni, lie unquestiOn'

ablv was, and wliom, to ordinary minda, lie at least rivailed in obscuritY,

It is easier to acknowlege in his writings the constant presence Oif5X1
intensely religious spirit and ai broad religious sympathies than ta underý

stand bis theological system, or even positively to assure oursalves tha"t
lie had ane, whule bis modes ai racanciling bis liberalism -witli the

tlie formularies of the Churcli, are somnetimes, and notably in the case of
the Athanasian creed, sa far-fatclied and super-subtla as ta shaka aur cn

fidance in bis good sensa. To the formularias ai tlie Churcli, hawever, lie

steadfastly adliered, and lie aven iaithfully practised lier asceticism, fastiflg

rigarously on the appointed daya. Yat tlie Higli Churcli Wardefl Of

IKeble Collage who, in a notice af the Lufe, is anxious ta add this eminlent

figure ta the compauy oi the faitbiul, avidantly feala that lie lias a tickîîah

taak in baud. On the question ai Eterual Punislimaut Maurice came iflto
direct collision witb Orthadoxy, and was axpellad fromn bis ProfessorshiP in

an Anglican Collage. Perliapa lie gave aven greater affanca ta Anglican'
by bis tilt against their renowned apalogist Mansel, witli wliom lie was t
wali qualified ta cross swards as a logician, but upon wliaae theorl l'O
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