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"= Cain, the artificer in brass and iron, formed | some sort of conscious pride

% retical historians may be well contented | and pleased when wearing their bells.

/

- author, an Italian; was a civil judge in the

? paéﬁg;. The productions of our native

- ringing, which is peculiarly an English
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«fjer Foundations are upon the holp bills.”
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« Gtand pe in the waps and see, and ask for the OIT Paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and pe shall fnd rest for pour souls.”
-~ \ r
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and were sometimes used in religious rites |tion (a.D.400) to Paulinus, Bishop of | F would be reached at present with half | of sins is conferred ; the term is used be- | ficking Bishop of Bangor was affirmed to | One at Erfurt in Germany, and
qéﬂfh'q in the temples. Another purpose to which: Nola, in Campania, the contemporary of the metal, at an equivalent sacrifice of | cause the principal ceremonies observed |have been suddenly stricken with blind. considered to be of the finest
< oSl st N _ | they were put was to hang them about the | St. Jerome ; but the silence of the Bishop { dignity of tone. In science and dexterity |in the baptism of children are observed in | ness wien he went to see his peal safely bell-metal extant/ (height 10}
THE THREE MOUNTAINS necks of malefactors on their way to exe. |in regard to either tower or bells, in an | the living artificers surpass thos2 of bygone | blessing bells.”” This is superflous as an |shipped. Bad luck attended many of the O:;"iglﬁ:tgoga?é::;lgi:'é; s ol
S : cution, “lest,” says Zonaras, “innocent | epistie in which he minutely describes his | times. By the early part of the fourteenth | explanation and inadequate as a defence. | bells themselves, the vessels in which they | thedral at Montreal (cast 1847)
When on Sinai's top I see persons should be defiled by touching | church,is, as Mr. Gatty remarks, a strong | century a distinct class of workmen fol- | « Bells,” says Southey, * are not baptized | were embarked having been wrecked. It| Weighs Gy ooy ED B
God descend in mujesly, them.” It is more likely that it was to |argument against the claim, especially as lowed the trade, and the bell of Crokesden | for the remission of sins, because the ori- |never seems to have occurred to these | @reat Peter,” which was placed
To Procl&l_m Wl"‘y law, draw the gaze of the people upon the there is no allusion fo the subject in any jabbey, in Staffordshire, having been frac- | ginal sin of a bell would be a flaw in the | enthusiastic worthies that church property | « i e Mr‘»mmrmlsb'-'eish Lk oiles
All my @ﬂ@m‘@h“’* criminal, and thus aggravate his punish- | contemporary or immediately subsequent tured in 1313, Master Henry Michael of | metal, or a defect in the tone, neither of |was not the only cargo lost at sea, or that %mf:til?c_:: tl‘xte(i)gx::r% dm;:l:.u)r
When in eestm:yn’hﬁmé,‘ ment. From this Greek custom was de- writer.. It was not till afier A.D. 590, Lichﬁeld_ was engaged with his assistant_s which the priest undertakes to remove.” |a miracle, which destroyed instead of pre-| weighs ekt cadcan <. Sl
Tabor’s glorious steep I climb, _rlved (we are told) the Roman one of fix- | according to Hospxmanusz that bel]s,_wh.lch in recasting it from the Octave. of the Tri- | The profanity of the procee(_iing was in |serving the bells, was wrought for a very “@reat Tom” at Lincoln (recast
&$ the oo iekinaporting light, lr;g a bellhanq a TCO‘}]]rg'el to the emperor’s he cal’llfhcampanaz, came into ecclesiastical | nity to the Feast of the Nativity of the |applying the forms of a Christian sacra- |inadequate end. :;. ;?til;"?ei;:s‘ddmom b PR
Darkness rushes o’er my sight. chariot, that in t.l‘e eight 'of‘h|s power he | use. gy :'m.e supposed to have received Blessefl Virgin. Notmlhstp_ndmgthe time {ment to a purpose in which there was no s.u" many great bells remain which are |Great Bell of St. Paul’s (diameter
i 5 might be admonished against pride, and their designation from the place where | bestowed upon the process it turned out a | correspondence between the ontward sign | noiceable for antiquit well i 9 ft., weight of the clapper 180
¥ When on Calyary I rest, be mind(ul of human' misery. they were originally made. ¢ Because,” | failure, and being recommenced anew it |and the inward effect. When the Roman |ude and beaut qof Yt::e Tha: n;aigm} 1bs.), WeighS.ouvvsererecrensisionses B 3122
_God, ip flesh made manifest, It is needless to recapitulate all the less | 52y$ Magius,  the founders practised this | took two months more to bring the work Catholic rite was done away, Protestants | Exeter Cathedrzslly the heaviest in Eﬁ ?ang B Aot 5o il b
. Bhines in my Redeemer’s face  ~ doubtful applications of bells among the most useful work in Campania, the large | to a<happy conclusion. A modern bell- | went into the opposite extreine, and super- |is a noble exam le of b ockns'onalgs e, *Dunstan’’ st Canterbury..svees 8100 -0
; Fullif beauty, truth and grace. Romans. The hour of bathing and of |bells were called campane % and hence | founder would have much to teach Master stition was exchanged for indecorous con- | riority of ancie[r:t o moﬁerln eall;pix; # g i
Here T would for ever stay, business at public places was abfiotineed |$heitorm gampanile was given 1o the tow- Henry Michael in the technicalities of the viviitys: Whits, of Seihwrns, noticing | regard to tone. The Exeter ﬁeal li-.onsists p
i ik gl Al ey by it, and with the imperfect means pos- ers in which they were hung. A species | trade. : : ;.l}e high festival which was observed in |of ten bells; the peal of St. Saviour’s, (IB“[B 'u t'tu[ gnttui ¢
B o Aot honv'n o et te die, sessed by the ancients of measuring time, of diminutive bells were in like manner However admpirable may be the material | h1s village at the inauguration of a new'|Southwark, which is the next heaviest sl qut’
T et B L it must have been a far more important called nole, from Nola, the city, and these employed, the excellence of the bell still peal in 1735, states that the treble was | numbers twelve, of which nine are up: A e
i signal than at present. The wealthier were sometimes .attached to a frame and d_epends upon its sha.pe, and the propor- fixed b°“°',n _upwards and filled with |wards of four hundred yearsold. Another ENGLAND.
i Montgomery. | poons had them in domestic use to | !Ung during service. tion observed in its different parts. Slight punch. This is still the favourite plan, e

assemble their families, “just,” says Magius,
writing about 1570, “as the household of
nobles and cardinals at Rome are sum-
moned to- dinner and supper by a bell
hung in the highest part of the building,
so that it may not only be heard by the
inmates, but by those who are without.”
Something larger than the hand-bell would
appear to have been common about the
same period in English mansions, to judge
from the expression in Macheth—

BELLS.

the following interesting article
lon Quarterly :

e Bell: its Origin, His.
: ; Usvs. DBy the Rev. Alfred
Gatty.  London, 1848. ;
Paper on Bells, with Illustrations.
By the Rev. H. T. Ellacombe, in Re-
port of Bristol Avchitectural Society,
1850. :

There is abundance of literary evidence
to show that in by-gone times the history
and office of the bell engaged the attention
of the learned. Mr. Ellacombe enumer-

 ates nearly forty distinct treatises of foreign
~origin, ranging from 1495 to the present
~gentury. Of these the best known is the
work of Magius ¢ De Tintinnabulis.” The

2.

¢ Go bid thy mistress, when my drink is ready,
She strike upon the bell.”
But in the reignof Elizabeth the horn still
hung outside the gate, and did much of the
duty whieh afterwards devolved upon
bells. ~ In the court at Penshurst there is
a bell of considerable size, suspended from
a wooden frame, with the inscription,
“ Robert, Earl of Leicester, at Penshurst,
1640.” The horn had by this time been
quite superseded.  The disuse of the
hand-bell was one of the many visible
sigos of the downfall of the old aristocratic
system=—an indication that the troop of
servants had ceased to be “in waiting.”
Few persons are aware how modern isthe
present practice of domestic bell-hanging ;
for no trace of it has been discovered in -
the old mansions of our nobility, even so
late as the reign of Queen Anne. A cor-
respondent of The Builder states that
at a musical peal, and the { When he was taken over Belton Hall by

to produce the utmost pe Brownlow, about forty yeafs ago, his |
an L ar clang 5 wo la \.a

Venetian service at Candia, when be-
eged in 1571 byithe Turks. He was
ken prisoner, and amused his eaptivity
y writing the treatiseiwhich has preserved
tion could gain him

and svhere the bell was
the symbol of sinful infidelity,
finally beheaded by order of a

nuﬁa ur in a Jane
mv .:ﬁas
“pens_are mostly confined to the art’ of
accomplishment. In other countries there

s no attempt

| €
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e ‘ at the sou \eﬁ‘&, remarking that they were
,in the reign o n Mary z : gt
there was no sur the ouly means his predecessors had ol
4 %1 was no er 3 p
;&‘::?‘tﬁe s(ud;rmaﬁi‘bxﬁ)rd' commanding the services of the domestics ;
to miass, than by promising to make the whut, as it is gelting into fashion,” he
e o 8 in Encland. | added, “to have bells hunz from the rooms
University: peal the finest in Ingland. | ohieiiue e o The
The revived interest in all ecclesiastical | 10 HoUses, fm:l?hm‘f,: ‘N i e
studies has extended itsell to- bells; and | 1ate D“k? ‘;ahl the llm - ‘X’ "’v'f:‘k'lo ”
the instructive work of Mr. Gatty and the who allowed the walls of AInwit ;
pierced. . Each room had its lackey in-

The wandering ecclesiastics would natu-
rally bring over specimens of their no/e
from abroad shortly after their primitive
application in Italy to sacred purposes,
and the portable altar bells seem accor-
dingly to have been the first which were
known in England. But the ponderous,
far-sounding bell was introduced by the
Anglo-Saxons at an early period. It was
among the enrichments for his church
which Benedick, abbot of Weremouth and
Jarrow, brought from Italy in the reign of
king Fgfrid ; and about the same period
[ (A. D. 680) the nuns of St. Hilda’s sister-
hood, as Bede relates, were summoned by
it to prayers. It has been conjectured by
several antiquaries that the tower of the | not informed.
church was suggested by the bell, that| In 1463 the manufacture of the smaller
being lified up aloft it might throw its | sort of bells hadvattained to such import-
solemn tones to a greater distance. ance in England that on the complaint of
For many centuries the bell-foundries | the artificers to the king in parliament that
appear to have been set up in the rel;gious lhey were impoverishEd hy the ?mportution
houses of Europe, and the abbots, prim's, from abroad, it was ordained that no mer-
and frequently the bishops, were the mas- | chant or other person should bring any
ter manufacturers. As long as the casting | sacring bells into the country. The great
took place in the monasteries a religious | Weight, and consequently expensive car-
character was given to the process. The | ringe of the Jarger kinds, rendered the
brethren stood ranged round the furnaces; | native artists comparatively free from
the 150th Psalm was chanted, and the | foreign competition as to them. An ac-
Almighty was invoked to overshadow the | count has been preserved of the cost a
molten metal with his power and bless | few years before (a. D. 1457) of one of
the work for the honour of the saint to |these bigger productions. The material is
whom it was to be dedicated.t charged 100s. 8d. ; the makingit, 20s. 1d. 5
One of the earliest notices of monastic | for the conveyance of an old broken bell

defects in the tone are remedied after cast-
ing. ¢ If the note is too sharp;” says Mr.
Gatty, « the bell is turned thinner: if too
flat, its diameter is lessened in proportion
to its substance by the edge being cut.
When an entire set turn out to be in har-
mony, they are ecalled ¢a maiden peal.’
This, however, is a most rare occurrence ;
many sets of bells have the credit of being
¢maiden’ without deserving it, and a great
many, for the honour of being covsidered
such, are left decidedly out of tune.”
Whether the old bell-founders practised
these after-processes for the rectification
of the tone, or whether they were obliged
to abide by the original casting, we are

g occurs in a Life of Charle- |to Bristol, bs. ; and the bii
aung..oumiedeine Moaips iomiots 1 ST I Sages of i

a specien of seriod eame to

=
is craft, the tone of which | 2s. e ol | s
swas much #dmired by the emperor. ¢ My wardens had 6d. for h': %‘5"’5 l:d‘h: :
lord emperor,” said the m nk upon this, | superintendence, ‘tihe mt?rrafr.e;h;,em )
command a great quantity of copper to be | total sum of 25, 2}d. went in re ;
brought to me, which T will purify by fire,
and let me have silver instead of tin,
a hundred pounds, and I will cast for you
such a bell that the other in -comparison
with it shall be mute.” Magius lamented

Before the year 1684 Abraham Rudall, of
Gloucester, ha& brought the art to great
perfection. His descendants in- succes-

seatches of Mr. Ellacombe are worthy : LA 3 S
;":uits of this newly-awakened spirit. sle::d of its be.”-l The p ’1““?‘ T{“_"-ﬂfl)géi
We are accustomed, to use the expres- Holkham, which W"%S“‘Ef“d' Boet "; ‘ !
, sion of Mr. Gatty, “ to hear the bell speak andlcompletgd in 17 ik ad no such U]m& :
for itself.” From youth to age the sound | Zenionces ‘“l' ﬂ"{ p;e:ems E‘“'.‘ b el
is sent forth through erowded streets or them a .fewk} 2 i ah&). D ml“f‘."lct"“};‘- |
floats with sweetest melody above the ries did it take to conduct mankind to the
quiet fields. It gives a tongue to time,
which would otherwise - pass over our
heads as silently as the clouds, and lends
a warning to its perpetual flight. Itis the
voice of rejoicing at festivals, at christen-
ings, at marriages, and of mourning at the
departare of the soul. From every church-
- tower it summons the faithful of distant
valleys to the house of God ; and when
life is ended they sleep within the bell’s
deep sound. Its tone, therefore,.cqmes
to be fraught with memorial associations,
and we know what a throng of mental
images of tlte past can be aroused by the
musie.ofa peal of bells:
¢ () what a preacher is the time-worn tower,
Reading great sermons with its iron tongne
The bell has had a continuous existence
amongst civilized people from a ver_v.eari.y
time. For nearly fourteen centuries it
has been employed by the church, and it
was known to ancient nations for perhaps
as many centuries before our era, Con-
secrated to christian purposes, its sound
has travelled with the light that has lighted
the Gentiles; and, now that the Gospel
has penetrated to the wost distant regions
of the globe, there is not perhaps a minute
of time in which the melody of bells is not
somewhere rising towards heaven, as—
« Earth wilh her thousand voices praises God.”

simple invention of ringing a bell ina hori-
zontal direciion by means of a crank und
a piece of wire.

But we have not yet emerged f{rom
ancient Rome, where, amongst other fan-
cies, bells were appended to horses, a {

custom which lingers in many parts of the
continent, and which was almost universal
uptil recent days with our English teams.
On dark nights in narrow lanes they an-
swered the important end of warning
horsemen or waggoners of each other’s
approach, and enabling them to avoid a

room enough to pass. The improvement
in roads has put an end to thg practice.
The Romans « belled” their flocks as well ‘
as their ‘horses, in order, according to i
Strabo, that wild beasts might be scared

away by the sound. «If any one,” itis
enacted in the rural laws of Justinian,
« take away the bell from an ox or sheep,
Jet him, being convicted, be scourged as a
thief ; and, if the animal be lost thereby,
lef him pay the loss.” Magius relates that
the shepherds of his day continued the
custom, ¢ but not so much to keep off

1

trace their caitle when they strayed,”
which is its chief modern use, and every

10 enable the herdsman to find the where.
abouts of his animals when lost in the
snow. ¢ Besides,” adds Magius, «the
its cognizance of human events, diminu- | shepherds think that the flocks are pleased
tive bells were in common use. An east- | with the sound of the bell, as they are by
ern patriarch in the twelfih century quotes | the flute, and that they grow fat in con-e.
a writer who gravely “avers that Tubal | quence,” The notion that animals have
" in these
* the sounding metal into a rude kind of bell, | appendages is cnumena‘nged by Southey,
. and that Noah employed it to sum.non his | who, speaking of the Alpine cattle in his
ship-carpenters to their work. Less theo- | youth, says, that “they stalk forth pronId(
} 10 hegin with the golden bells mentioned | the leading eow, who hitherto bore the
in'the Book of Exodus as attached to the | largest bell, be deprived of it she mawfegts
vestment of the high priest in the sanctu- l a sense of diszrace by lowing 'm_c.ess:anvy,
ary, in the same way that they were ap- | abstaining from 'ﬁ)o‘J, and growing lean §
pended to the royal costume amongst*the ' and the happy I'.lVal.OH which the bell has
ancient Persians; or with those small | been conferred i3 singled out for her ven-
bronze bells, apparently intended for horse | geance.”
and chariot furniture, of which a great | The material of the bells so long known
number were found by Mr. Layard in a | 10 heathen antiquity was generally bronze,
chamber of the palace of Nimroud.. On |‘>'umcﬁme-; silver, and not uncommonly
being analysed, the carious fact was dis- 1guhl. Their first construction in the ex-
covered that they contain onc part of tin | panded form with w!n.ch. we are familiar
to ten parts of copper; and if, as Mr. [ now was due to Christians. When the
Lavard remarks, the tin was obtained, as | true God was worshipped in lonely caverns,
prdbahlv was the case, from Puenicia, it | amid the haunts of the wolf, or under the
may actually have been exprted nearly | ban of heathens more ('.rue!'llmnlthe beasts,
three thousand years ago from the Buitish [ no sounds proclaimied their w:'xereahouts
Isles. to their foes; but from the time when
Amongst the Greeks hand-hells were | praise and incense rose in starely temples,
employed in camps and garrisons, were ‘enrml}ed with all the accessories that
hung on triumphal cars, sounded in the | devotion could (-,ontnve,.t'hc bell n::s.ur.ne'!
fish market of Athens, summoned guests |iis part in the solemnities ‘0(' religion.
to feasts, preceded funeral processions, Some authors have ascribed its introduc-

For ages before the bell from its airy
height in the old church-tower announced

w

| formerly, and would no longer bestow the
‘to the bells.

{n
| of the present day, t

{ he, « talk as familiarly of sweetening the
| tone of bell.metal by the introduction of a

| with a lump of sugar. '
| Silver, if introduced in any large quantity, |

i
collision in a spot where there was not ‘
\
|
|
|

| foundry.”
! for supposing that our ancestors employed
{ it any more than ourselves, except that it
|'was a custom to cast a few tributary coins
{into the furnace.

| the purpose
beasts of prey as to enable the owners to |

flock in Scotland has one such indicator | ture was therefore made up of rather more

sion continued the business, and down to
Lady Day 1774, the family had cast the
enormous number of 3594 bells. Several
of the most famous peals in the West of
England were of the Rudall make, besides
many others in different parts of the coun-
try, such as those of All Saints, Fulham,
and those of St. Dunstan’s, St. Bride’s,
and St. Martin’s in the Fields. The bells
of the University Church, Cambridge (cv7¢@
1730), so much admired by Handel, were
from the St. Neot’s foundry. The Messrs.
Mears, who succeeded to Rudall, at Glou-
cester, and who have also an jmmense
establishment in London, are stated by Mt‘i
would injure the sound, being in its nature | ulasture hannualli,r ;s:s;?-
more like lead as compared with copper, |! fndied 'hells, oh fw 13‘73 no i {heir
and therefore incapable of producing the | monly thirty tons ol mo ten metal i

thut‘princes were more avaricious than

necessary coin to impart a silvery sound
But we learn from Mr.
Gatty, who appears to have derived his
information from some cunning artificers
hat the wide-spread
notion of the advantage of this ingredient
is a complete mistake. « Persons,” says

little silver, as they would speak of sweet.
ening a cup of tea or a glass of negus
This is a dream.

A 38
‘Gatiy to man

The - Bistol founders appear to have | refates
about | been celebrated in the fiftventh century. | (i

“men. The hundred of Framland, in Lei-

and we cannot help thinking that itisa
bad beginning to teach the parishioners to
associate their ¢ church-going bells” with
rum and beer. ‘
Comparatively few of the immense
number of baptized bells that were exist-
ing at the time of the Reformation still
hang in their ancient towers, and on these
it is often no easy matter to trace in the
antique and half-corroded characters the
once venerated name that was invoked
by their sound. A more careful search in
remote districts might make known seve-
ral, of which no account has been given,
though we might hear of none so old as
that which was taken down from a church
in Cornwall in the time of the late Mr.
Gilbert Davies, the President of the Royal
Society, and which bore, as he used to
relate, with all possible pride, the inscrip-
tion « Alfredus Rex!” Tt was supposed
to have been the gift of King Alfred, and
to have done duty for a thousand years.
Multitudes of bells, famous for their tone
and magnitude, frequently the offerings of
wealthy laymen and in the production of
which no pains or expense had been
spared, were taken away at the dissolu-
tion of the monasteries. Nor, though
Holinshed remarks that ¢ bells remain as
iu times past,”’ were those of the cathed-
rals and parish churches always spared.
King Henry VIIL, according to Stow,

Shoreditch, was much admired

sweetest melody.”

tory gift for a murder.

Christ was born.

250 peals of five bells.

many had-been removed from every part
of his county (Norfolk). The destruction
hegan when ecclesiastical property was
seized by the Crown and granted to lay-

cestershire, affords an example of the
rarity of genuine antique specimens. Qut
of 38 churches, with an aggregate of 127
bells, 88 have been cast since 1660 ; of |
16 the date is uncertain, and only 23 are
clearly of the pre-reformation period. ‘The
puritans, though the enemies of chureh
music and of almost everything which ha.d
once been put to superstitious uses, did
not wage direct war. against bells. Yet
in the general depredation then committed
upon the churches, the tower was fre.
quenly rifled of its contents. The gOf)d_
peaple of Yarmouth petitioned the parlia-
ment in 1650 ¢ to be pleased to grant them
a part of the lead and other useful materi-
als of that vast and altogether useless

hard, brittle, dense, and vibratory amal- | furnace. The vast number of new OhUl'cl‘:j
gam called bell-metal. There are, no which have been built of late year§{ of
question, various little ingredients which the a.dmlmble spirit Wlhl(}h ptfl.'.val Zom-
the skilful founder employs to improve his | restoring old ones to Fje:lr F“‘t""de 457
compusition ; bnt these are the secrets of pl'etem-ss, must h.th‘ raise lt e tra 1;3 it
the craft and peculiar to every separate pitch of prosperity never known e“ !
Nor is there any valid reason Many, however, of the modern towers are
¥ of too flimsy a construction to bear .the
jarring of a full peal. A catastophe which
oceurred at Liverpool in 1810, when the
spire of St. Nicholas’ Church fell upon
the roof as the people were assembling for
the service, and killed twenty-three of the
congregation, was partly caused by the
vibration of the bells.

The bell having been cast, the nex
step in old times was to name it, and in
this the ecclesiasties followed all the cere-
monies employed in the christening of
children. It was carried to the font, it
had godfathers and godmothers, was

ancient in allowiug three parts of copper. s[)rmkled with water, “an a'{‘l(;xullleed \Y‘hlilql:a
The vaunted superiority of a few of the | oil, and was finally covc}zr.t h\.\l : h Ry

older bells over those of recent times has | garment, or chrisom, which in }\e Um?]n
been ascribed by some to the influence of Cathohg ritual was put “l‘f’",m am:)!at t er
the a'mosphere in the course of centuries conclusion of the rite, aaldane;(;?eede[\nﬂ?e
others have suggested that it was due to innocence. N('»thmg G":( beriscion bl
melting the metal with a fire of wood,|Ponp aqd solemnity e ever:ch;
which is known to improve the quality of 7 C“s“_.v feasts W‘-’rj' gd"’ 01& g
iron, instead of by the rapid process of a |poor villages a hundre € i b A
blast furnace. But there is another cause | Sometimes spent on the Gorcmuny, }:e
which has had its share in the effect. “ If| usage is so ancient that IE‘I.S men}mnevl y
the quantity of metal,”” says Mr. Gatty, Alenin, who says .ﬂ:.at : |‘t]‘o;g‘e1tb‘l'|(tt‘t(;
« be not in due proportion to the calibre | S€€M @ NeEw thing thut ;ei:enllo lhib;‘e;,
of the bell, the power of its tone will be |and anointed, and a nm?nm%rate ; varie_"
lost; and only a panny, harsh, iron-like It .would be eaxsy ‘f) e? Bear s, y
sound can be produced from it. For in- Qi instances § but \\e] ‘(')r ety ] 11n .a‘
| stance, if you try to get the note E. out of | list which would ﬁmh L\:w;her.*. ,ol}n :3;5
a quant‘itv of metal which is only adapted | |:t‘l't:.hank'e among t .e i .1 e
to sustain F well, the F in that case would Society of Antiquaries. 1he custom con=

: i : - 'n to the Reforma-
be preferable to the E intended.” New tinued in E“g]amil i
tion; and we gi

in old bells a for larger mass of metal was | » .

allowed 10 a given note than is the case the practice f""'f‘s
with us, for modern skill is necessarily as ghur(,hwardens of St.
much directed to economy as excellence | D 1499 :
of manufacture. The tenor bell of Roches-
ter cathedral weighs 28 cwt., butits note

The composition of the
amalgam in England six hundred years
ago is known to us from the materials deli-
vered in the 36th year of Heury III. for
of making three bells for the
church in Dover Casile, when all that was
furnished was an old bell, 1050 pounds of
copper, and 500 pounds of tin. The mix-

than two parts of copper to one of tin;
the modern receipt only differs from the

the accounts of the
Laurence, Reading,

# A Roman gentleman of the present day, well known
as an  Etrurian collector, claims the titie of M}lr&"hvse
Campana in right of an ancestor set up against’ Bishop
Paulinus as inventor of bells, and the title has, we
believe, been sanctioned either by Pius IX., or the King
of Naples. or both. 2

+ The grand Ode of Schiller on the “Casting of the
Bell ” is now so familiar to all the world, that we need
do no more than recommend those who are ignorant of
German to read it in the translation of 8ir E. B. Lytton,

cyon of the same bel’l,,
costs'to the suffragan.

¢ By the term baptism,” says Magius

v

ve a single memorial of

« Payed for halowing of the bell .namt‘ad
Harry, {'j, s, viij. d. And over that, Sir Wil-
liam Symes, Richard Clech, (ai\nd l\tl;slltress Smyth

o faders and godmoder at the consecra-
being godfaders g g

¢ it is not meant that bells are baptized
with that baptism by which the remission | afterwards on I'®wver

cathedral in Norwich, towards the b'uih!-
ing of a workhouse to employ their
almost starved poor, and repatring ifu’"‘
piers. When the inhabitauts of a nelgi_l-
bouring town could propose 1o strip
off the covering from the roof of a noble
cathedral and lay it open to the rav-
ages of frost and rain because such

siaked a bell-tower, with a lofty spite of |« bv::aucl:ote e:mtn-, ror Gatty—
i hi Tol § ;;M“ 2 2 Hhe~ombo—r S NUCees O . [é8. - ne following
_courtier. Sir Miles | numbers are placed to show ho
broken up and the | bells can ring six changes:
towe ) led down. Bulkeley ; 1 92 3
ishop ‘of Bangor sold the bells of his 1 8 2
¢athedral in 1541, and Sir Heory Spelman ¥ g § g
that af the period of his boyhood 3 1 2
ctroa 1572), the people used to telt how 3 2 1 L]

times as many as four,

one years to ring,

than 117,000 billions of years.
tice bells are rung more than
quickly as Southey supposes.

minutes.

to prnceed.

unparalleled enthusiast, whose

edifices were useless, it was not 10 be
expeeted that bells would be valued ex-
cept for the metal of which they were
made. In the tasteless apathy which suc-
ceeded afier the Revolution, the belfry was
often robbed to repair the churcb- V?ry
numerous® were the instances 10 which
four bells out of five have been sold by;
the parish to defray the churchwardens
« litile account.” Of those that escaped

remark, however, is
Bell-ringers as a class have

such accumulated dangers, several 1n tf\e-
lapse of time have been injured and recast;
and altogether the ancient stock has been
sadly reduced.

With Scot'and it fared conside_rably
worse than with us. Ahbot,.Archb‘l)shop
of Canterbury, told Spelman 10 1632 that
when he was shown the church at Dun.
bar by “a crompt unseen}l)‘ person, the
minister thereof,” he inqul.red hnw‘m‘any
bells they possessed, to Wh.wh the minister
answered, ¢ None,” His grace asked
how it ¢ chanced,” and the mjnister re-
plied, with some astonishment at 50 simple
a question, that* it was one of the Reformed
churches.” In Edinburgh, Ahbot found
only a single relic. All it companions
throughout the city had been shipped to
the Low Countries. In France the Revo-
lation was fatal to many of the bells, and
<o much thie more that the metal was avail-
able for cannon. ‘The celebrated ¢ George
of Amboise,” which hung in the cathedral
of Rouen. was devoted to the purpuse
during that sacrilegious delirium, when
the religion of the people might be sal to
consist in war,

Some of our old writers de“.ghte‘;‘ to
trace the judgments which they mnagsmel
had descended on the depredators. MDT’ s
man observes significantly that S‘;l- |‘els
, | Partridge, who gambled for the bells with

enry s hanged a few years
Henry VIIL, We8  Rill, ‘and the. traf:

peal of twelve, that of St. Leonard’s,

Elizabeth ; and when they rang out in
honour of her approach from Hatfield to
London, she seldom failed to stop at a
short distance from the church and com-
mend their melody. There are peals of
ten bells at St. Margaret’s Church, Leices.
ter, at St. Mary’s, Nottingham, and in the
tower of Fulham, which are considered
among the finest in the country. The
musical bells of Dewsbury are famous,
even beyond Yorkshire, as ¢ England’s
One of the number,
which is popularly known as “ Black Tom
of Sothill,”” is said to have been an expia-
It is tolled on
Christmas-Eve as at a funeral, and this
ringing is called ¢ the devil’s knell,” the
moral of it being that the devil died when

It has Been computed that in England
there are fifty peals of ten bells, 360 peals
of eight bells, 500 peals of six bells, and
The calculations,
however, rest upon superficial data, and
are probably wide of the truth.
bells,” says Mr. Gatty, “ which form the
octave or diatonic scule, make the most
perfect peal.” Ttis a matter of pride to
be able to ring a vast variety of changes,
and these increase enormously with the
number of the bells. ¢ This term is used”

by Queen

« Bight

cessful in India and in Scotland, among eivilians,
military and clergy, should be seriously consid-
ered by the bishops,
own chureh. All

7 From the London Guardian. y

FUND FOR WIDOWS AND ORPHANS OF THE
CLERGY. :

S1r,—As you invite me ‘ to afford a more
full and exact explanation” of my plan for a
¢ Fund for Widows and Orphans’of the Clergy,”
I respond to the call made In your article of
last week. I desire to establish such a fund as
will insure against want and suffering the repre-
sentatives of those who have worked and died
in the cause of the Church of Christ, and for
whom no adequate provision is made by the
church itself, and who cannot from poverty
make provision for their families out of scanty
and insufficient incomes. I propose a modmg
per centage on the church’s gross income of
£4,500,000 per annum. I claim no originality
in the idea; I own that I borrow it from the
East India Company ; and I ground my scheme
on the success of the Oriental Fund. I find
that ~there are precedents for it in many
branches of the .civil service in this country;
and especially I note as applicable to the case
of the clergy of the Church of England thata
compulsory benefit, or insurance fund, has for
eleven years been in existence in the Scotoh
Church, and has fully answered the expectations
of the originators of that fund. Episcopa
may in this matter learn a lesson from Pres
terians. Further, I have heard within the last
few days that the very principle laid down in my
pamphlet was advocated by the present bishop
of London when his lordship presided over the

See of Chester.

‘I admit again that ﬂimh
my plan. I wish to apply the
our own sad case; and that a

scheme so suc-
gi' >

RAa S e o

Four bells ring four times as many
changes as tiree, viz. 24 ; five bells five ssemb)
viz. 120 ; and so | petitioned Parliament for an
on. The progression advances at such a
fearful rate that twelve bells will give
479,001,700 changes. These, it was cal-
culated by Southey, who was fond of the
euriosities of the art, would take ninety-
at the rate of two strokes
to a second, or ten rounds toa minute. wcover all expenses.
The changes, he continues, upon fourteen
bells could not be rung through at the same
rate in less than 16,575 years ; and upon | 1y lost sight of.”
four-and-twenty they would require more

In prac-
twice as

He has

recorded a feat of eight Birmingham youths
who managed to get through 14,224
changes in eight hours and forty-five
Their ambition was to
reached to a complete peal of « 15,120
bob major,” but they were too exhausted
« Great, then,” exclaims the
Laureate, in % The Doctor,” from which
we borrow these particulars, ¢ are the
mysteries of bell-ringing.”” and mysterious,
we may add, are its fascinations. Yetone

have

book was

printed in 1618, devoted 475 pages to
prove that the principal employment of
the blessed in heaven will be the conti-
nual ringing of bells. Southey pronounces
that the art is at least entitled to the praise
of being the most harmless of all the de-
vices for obtaining a distinction by making
a noise in the world. The justice of the
more than doubtful.
always
the credit, or discredit rather, of being &
disorderly set. The fellowship commenced

had

in the belfry conducts to the public-house,

all gratuities are spent in tippling,
a common observation that the r

the congregation to
to slipaway themselves.

after summoning
church, are prone

and itis
ringers,

To go from peals to single bells, Mr.

Gatty has drawn

up a list of the largest

which exist, or till lately existed, in the

desire only to draw atte to the subje
w three | the hope that it will be Ww&:ﬁ

hands more able for

| clergy.”— Vide Clergy Charities,

tention to the sut

the task
that the rulers in
church, and
4 iously to
a tand tox
I will now answer some of your quer
objections. ¢ How is this tax to be evied "7
The General Assembly of Scotland, in 1843,
act to tax the
Presbyterian clergy. Let our Convocation do
the same. Let the rural deans be voluntary
collectors of the legal impost, and let it be by
them remitted to the metropolis. ~We want no
« permanent official staff” of paid collectors.
A secretary, with some assistant clerks, would
be required ; but surely £1,000 a year should

of these remarks, and
and State, the bishops of our
ministers of our Queen, m be‘lbd
apply themselves to the f-:tlimm( 3

the benefit of the widows and

Your reviewer had not certainly avery ¢“lueid”’
view of the subject, when he stated that unbene-
ficed clergymen’s ** widows appear to be entire-
If he will only turn to page 24 of my pam-
phiet, he will find that 1 propose “ that every
ordained minister of the Church of England
appointed to a cure of souls, or any kind of pre-
ferment after the formation of the p

fund, should be made to contribute a_om
per centage on the annual income received by
him in the discharge of his dumu.:o‘l i

And at page 26 he will find a €0 o
sions fromp}:EO and upwards. So that widows
of curates, or of bishops, from the poofent to
the richest—all alike have their annuity in pro-
portion to the rate paid to the fund by the de=~
ceased husband.

I say this does do away with the eleemosi-
nary character of existing charities. I have
no ¢ statistical authority” ¢for the round
number of 1,000 widows.” T supoose that
number for argument’s sake, 1find thatat present
little more than four hundred are in receipt of
alms, i.e., £10 a year from all the ““Sons and
Friends of the Clergy Societies” in England
and Wales. I may state that but thirteen of
these receive the large annuity of £40 a year.
Is it not time that something more should be
done ?

The writer of the article has fallen into an-
other mistake, for which as it was acciden
I will make every allowance. Were I, as he
supposes, an unmarried man, I might not prob-
ably have taken so deep an interest in the
subject as I do; though I hope, even in a state
of celibacy, I might have had in me the dispo-
sition to * fulfil” thus much of the ‘law of
Christ,” by helping to * bear,” as in my scheme
I invite all, * one another’s burdens. - :
Thankfully do I state that my plan is meetmg
with warm support among the clergy, and
take this opportunity of stating, in answer to the
numerous kind inquiries upon the subject, that
the method of addressing our Diocesans, and
calling their attention to the present state
of clergy charities, is being adopted.

world : T I enclose & copy of a memorial sent from this
The Great Bell of Moscow (height ¥ B | dennery to the Mahop oF: WiSeTNE }lt :: .
21 fi. 43 in., diameter 22 ft. 53 serted in the Guardian it might possibly
in 'circumference 67 ft 4 in., | acted upon by t.he clergy at l'arge. nt
.éntestthiokness23 in.) weighs 198 2 10 I am, Bir, your obedient serve :Iﬁvll-
st in 1819 weighs ...... 80 00 O A 187 \
| "l&“k::tg:lli (\’: the tower at St. Ivan’s Kingston-on-Thames, October , e
Church at M(;ESO(;‘W (h?ﬁ.g‘ll]c 21 « To the Right Reverend the Lord Bishop of ——
t., diameter t., weight of . i i i
Maper 42001bs.) weighs ... g A, MMy e
Another in same church weighs... 17 16 00 f‘ We, ¢ ?nm;h:ri;gggse (‘:):rgy o (feeply P4
Great Bell at Pekin (height L ¥ 2
Thlag ., dinmeter 13 ft. )(weigl:s 53 11 1 20 | pressed with a sense of the present condtrs
i 93 6 1 20 | and insufficiency of the Charities for the Fr
One at Olmutz AP 5 17 18 0 0 | tenance of the Widows and Orphans o o~
The Great Bell of the Cathedral :;li‘s:;nlzsgnt:hg;‘engnol::fom o Lordskip'8'
of Rouen, destroyed 1793, ; T sioo gfford but
(height 13 ft., diameter 11 ft.) * That the existing _Shafie families of
e o vst 1717 0 16 | scanty and insuficient relief t6 848 Gy urgpy of
One at Vienna, castin 1711 by more than 18,000 ministers of the
order of the Emperor Joseph England. as & body

from the cannou left by the
Turks when they raised the
siege of that city (height 10 ft.,
circumference 31 ft., weight of
the clapper 1100 1bs.) weighs...
{Qne in Notre Dame in Paris,
| placed in the Cathedral 1680
(circumference 25 ft) weighs...

17 14 0 0 | professions.

17 00 © and for their

¢ That the poverty of the d::'?m otk
prevents the majority of mmchcir faﬂﬂia:ﬁe:
making such provisions r '

oy in oth
can, for the most part, be made by men in other

i fore, to com=
” it seems imperative, therefore,
bi eTz,"te:;:r to form a fund for the purpose,
s mutual benefit.




