'THE ONTARIO WORKMA N

e e

R

et

denominated. They actually sent me by post
a circular of somcbody’s powdcr. adding to it
at the end, where it saya the public 1s respect-
fully cautioned against spurious imitations,
* but more particularly against o specious pre-
paration to deccive the unwary known as Baker's
Pagté.” Now, after two or three weeks, this
became tiresome. Still, I took no notice, and
affectod not to think the remarks were applied
to meo.

I hardly know what made me go and call
on my friend the jeweller. It was not that I
bad any doubt of the genuineness of the dia-
monds, especially ss he was the very man who
had before valued Mr. Blook’s ring at seventy
pounds.  But it had been g0 dinned into my
head that they were false, that I wanted just
a formal confirmation of the e:timate he had
previously formed of their worth.

*“*Oh, yes,’ said my f{riend the jowcler ; I
recognize the riog again directly. Want to
know what it's warth ?” (He put it in the
scales,)

¢ Well—h'm—about seven -and - twenty
shillings for old gold.’

“‘Eh? said I, as pate as a turnip. ¢ Why
didn’s © 1 tell me it was worth seventy
pouun a? - .

“*Yes,” he answered; when it had dia-
monds in it—not when it has paste.’

*“Talking the matter over, the jeweler sug-
gested, that on Mr. Blaok getting into the
difficulties, the first thing be did was to sell
the diamonds out of bis ring, and get their
places aupplicd with paste; whilst finally he
had pawned it himself with the Jew, as a
paste ring.

 ““Well, William Henry.’ said I to myself,
‘the Jew has jewed you, and the club has
chaffed you, and you may consider yourself
trod upon, after the manner of speaking. But
the worm will turn.’

¢¢Did the jeweller let out diamonds on
hire? I asked.

“He did.

““‘Would he have a certain altoration,
which I suggested, made in my ring'in a fort.
night’s time 7’

“He would.

*¢And keep it secret?

“bertamly—bnsmeas is business.

““For the whole of that fortnight I never
went near the club; that was probably tbe
veason why my appearance at the club-dinner
was greeted with euch lively sallies about
Baker’s Paste. One would-be wag recommend-
ed me, whilst helping s tart, ‘‘ to keep my
fingers out of the pastr—.’ Believing him to
intend some obscure allusion to the gems on
my little finger, I thought it time to open
fire.

‘¢ Gentlemen,’ sail I, ‘for some weeks I
have listened to casual observations in which
the name of Baker has been unworthily asso-
ciated with paste and pastry, but have re-
frained from making any remark, having been
firmly persnaded that they conld only apply
to industrions tradesmen employed in the
manufacture -of home-made bread.’ (‘Oh!
Oh?) ‘It now occurs to me that such re-
marks were intended in allusion to the ring I
wear—a ring, I take this opportunlty of in-
forming you, which, unlike the wits who
have amnsed themselves at its expense, is in-
debted to nature for its brilliancy.”

¢‘They hooted me ; they heaped opprobrious
epithets on the name of Baker; they laughed
and talked me down.

¢ ¢I'll bet him five pounds it’s paste,’ says
one,

. “‘Sowill I, smd another,

““So said eleven of them.

" ¢ ‘Really, gentlemen,” said 1, *1 am sorry
you should take the matter ro much in earn-
est. AllT can tell you is I believe my ring
to be a diamond ring, .and this, notwithstand-
ing I will freely admit I only paid a very
small sum for it.’

* They laughed and hooted me still more
at this admission, They said that settled
the question, and that it was paste,

. 41 told them I did not think it was.

¢ Well, would I bet?

T would rather not, -

¢ More hooting. )

“ Atlength, very relunctantly, I overcame
my goruples. The naine of Bakeris a name
too closely alliéd to the gentle bred to allow
it to be wantonly assailed. - I bet.

““ We adjourned to the jewelers.

¢ ¢ Without question they were diamonds,’
the jeweler declded ‘and some of the finest
I have ever seen. (H'e otght to know, as they
were his property, hired by me for the ocen-
sion.)

“¥¢¢ Elevon fives is fifty-five, gentlomen

““Having established the value of my ring,
and freed the name of Baker from guspicion,
1 pald the hire of the real gems, and had the
pasto stones reset in their places, ‘believing
‘aftor all, the reputation for diamonds o be ag
good as the possession of them, and free from
ﬂ:e anxiety,

“*t 1t was talked about, and noised ahroad ;
it even reached the little back:streot whene
‘the pawnbroker lived. You should have seen
him, . *‘Real shtones! Oh, my heart !
Shoventy five pounllsh-—-dcn(l robhory—clean
_goné. ' Oh, my bootshe and bones! not te
‘know' that folkshe ‘do mometimes come and
pawn real diamondsh for pashte, sho as to
have losh interesh to pay for taking care of
their ringsh:  Oh, my blessed heart, only
think of it ¥

" ¢ He came to me. He grovelled and wrig-
‘gled, and twisted himeelf before me.
prayed me to .sell his ring again.
teore Mishtor B'sker,

‘And 1

‘Ob, my :

Hei

nie, or I shall be a ruined ol manshe. The
time wosh not out, and Mishter Smit has

come to redeem it, and he shays that it wosh’

a legacy, and if he doesh not get it by Satur-
day next he will ruin me—sh-help him, he
will.  *‘Oh, Mishter Baker, think of it;
twenty poundsh—all in gold—sholid money.
Now, my teere, what do youaha? thersh &
good maunsh.’

“What did I say? Could I turn a deaf
ear to the distress of the old man? There
are pepple who wight do it, gentlemen, but
not people of the name of Baker—not W. H.
Baker. I certainly did ask him for more
money. We compromised it at last at twenty-
two ten, part in sixpences and coppers, and
owes me four-pence half-penny to this day.

* Twenty-two, ninc and seven pence half.
peuny, and fifty-five pounds—seventy-seven,
nine, and seven pence half-penny. It just
paid for the real diamonds ; for I bought the
ones T had previously hired of the jewoler,
and had them set in a ring ‘the fac simile of
Mr. Blooks’, except that the initials inside
are W, H. B.

‘“That was the only time I was ever swind-
led, gentlemen,” Mr. Buker concluded.

ACTION AND REST OF THE BRAIN,
The brain, the organ of the higheat mani-
festations of lifo, performs its actions like the
spinal cord, and an cloborate network of
blood-vessels distributes the nutritive part of
the fluid throughout all its parts. Vet the
mass of the brain does not keep its functional
activity constantly at work. The whale or-
gonism rests after the day’s Iabor; the bram,
when not waking, preserves only its li‘e of
nutrition; therefore, the religions of ancient
Greece, not without reason, rcgarded Sleep
as the brother of Death. Tho quantity of
blood transfused into the organ during
these two conditions, so diffcrent, of sleep and
wakefulness, is not the same. Dr. Pierquin
had the opportunity of making observations
upon a woman in whom disease had destroyed
& large part of the bone of the skull, and de-
prived the brain of its membranous covering ;
the nerve-mass, quite exposed, shone with
that brilliant lustre observed in all living tis-
suo. While at rest in sleep, the substance of
the brain was pink, almost pale; it was de-
pressed, not protuding beyond its bony case.
At once, when all the organs were quiet. the
patient uttered a few words in a low voice,
she was dreaming, and in a few seconds the
appearance of the brain completely changed ;
the nerve-mass was lifted, and prominent ex-
ternally ; the blood-ve&els grown tergid,
werc doubled in size; the whitish tinge no
longer prevails ; the eye secs an intensely red
surface. The tide of blood increases or les-
sens in its flow according to ‘the vividness of
the dream. When the whole organism re.
turns to quiet, the lively colors of the infused
blood fade away by degrees, and the former
paleness of the organ is -observed again. The
succession of these phenomena permitted the
conclusion that increasing action of the cele-
bral cell attracts a considersble quantity of
blood to them.—Popular Science Monthly..

AN EXTRAORDINARY CHARACTER.

Putting the question of drugs or stimulants,
or other fascinating meuns aside, and coming
to the point of pure and unadulterated- do-
mestication and teaching, perhaps there was
no one person in modern times achieved so
much success in animal teaching as 8. Bisset.
This man was a_humble shoemaker. He was
born in Perth, in Scotland, in 1721, but he
afterwards removed to Londnn, where he mar.
ried a woman who brought him some proper-
ty. Then turning a broker, he accnmulated
money until the year 17569, when his attention
was turned to the training and teaching of
animals, birds and fishes. He was led to this
now study on reading an account of a remark.

< nble horse shown at a fair at St. Germains.

Bissett bought a horse and -dog, and succeeded
bryond his- expectations in teaching them to
perform varions feats. He next purchased
two monkeys, which he taught to dance and
tumble on a rope, and one would hold a can-
dle in on¢ paw and turn a barrel-organ with
the other, while his companion danced. _Ha
next taught three cats to do many wonderful
things, to sit before -music-books, and squall
notes pitched to different keys. He adver-
tised a ¢ Cat's Opera” in the Haymarket, and
successfully carried out his. programme, and
the cats accurately fulfilled all their partd.
He pocketed some thounsands by this means,

He next taught a 1loveret, and then several!

species of birds te spell the name of any per-

son in the company, and: to distinguish the |

hour of day or night. Six turkey cocks were
then rendered. amenable to a ocomntry dance,
and, -after six. months’ tenching, he trained a
turtle to fotch and, carry like a dog, and- hav-

ing chalked the floor and blackened its claws,,
le made it trach out the mame of any ‘given.
.person in company. ' - Bissett was equally sue-
- After: s8oma’
reverses we find Bissott in Dublin about 1775, :

.cessful -in teaching' goldfinches

showmq hm dlﬂ'erent ammnls ; and, again, on
mnkmg Zome monoy, he, purchased a publlc
house in Belfast; determining to give up animal
taming.i! Growing restleas, his old taste roturns
and-be takes to training and. teaching animals
once more, . He.hegan with a dog and cat, and,
perfecting these in there lossons, ke selects
the most obstinate.of the brute creation, an
Irish pig, to expériment upon. 'The teaching

sett’s patience, and he was shout giving up the
task in despair when he bethought of a new
mode of taming the young boar. After sixteen
months of unwearied perseveranco, he at last
was rewarded by instilling a little reason into
the pig's unreasoning cranium, thus proving
that pigs can not'only ¢‘secthe wind,” by com.
mon belief, but that they can be mado useful
in ‘“‘raiging the wind.” During the teaching
of his pig Bissett used to keep young piggy
under his shoemaker’s sent while he worked.
In 1783 Bissett brought his *‘Learned Pig” in-
to Dublin, procured the leave of the Lord
Mayor for his exhibition, and carried the city

obedient as a spauiel, and was taught to spoll
names, cast up accounts, tell exactly the hours,
minutes, and seconds, to kneel and make his
obeisance to the company, and do various other
feats. Some petty officer, half armed with
authority, broke in Bissett’s room, assaulted
the unoffending poor exhibitor, broke and dis-
troyed everything, and drew his sword to kill
the wondrous apimal. Toor Bissett pleaded
hard for the chief magistrate’s leave, but he
was threatened that if he offended any more
with his daring performances he would be
dragged to prison. Only it was a little too
late in the era, it is probable poor Bissett would
have suffered at the stake for witchcraft,
After the break up of Bissett's hopes, his an-
guish of miod p o luced 2n illness from whick
he never effectually recovered, and be died &
few days afterwards of a broken heart, in
Chester, on his way to London.—Land and
Water.
————
EARL RUSSELL ON EDUCATION.

The sixty eighth general meeting the Britich
and Foreign School Society was held, recently
at the schools, Boroughroad, Earl Russell, K.
G., presiding. Amongst those present were
Iarl Fortescue, Lord Lyveden, the Hon F. A.
R. Raus-ell, Mr. Macgregor (London School
Board), the Rev. Dr. Abbott, &c

The :annual report, an abstract of which was
read by Mr. Alfred Bourne, gave the fullowing
summary of work during the past year :—Ap-
plicationsfor teachers 447 ; experienced teachers
engaged, 85 ; students appointed, 137. Up to
Christmas there were 329 students, of whom
326 were presented forthe certificate examin-
ativn, 110 passing in the first division, 169 in
the second, and 47 in the thiid. There are
now at the four colleges 359 resident students
{besides 60 at the independent college at Ban-
gor). At the six schools there are now 8
certificated teachers, 2 assistant teachers, 17
pupil teachers, and about 1,300 scholars in
ordinary atteudance. The balancesheet show-
ed ah oxpenditures (inclading part of the ex-
ponse of thie restoration after t efire and other
exceptional charges) of £3,079, to meet which
£2,984 had becn drawn from the reserve fund,
and a debt of £1,131 hae been incurred.

The noble Chairman said he wished to ad-
dress to the mceting a few words respecting
the great principles of the society, angd to ex-
phess the satisfaction it gave him to be able to
take some part in their labors and their objects.
The society had now been in existence 65 years,
and he was glad to say that neither had it ab-
jured any principle that it had once adopted,
nor had the British nation been slow to respond
to the prinoiples it had advocated and establith-
ed. Svon after the establishment of the society,
he was old enough to remember, there was a
great deal of discussion with respect to the
education of the working claskes who now had
so much power and influence in thia country.
It was objected by the majority of the educat-
ed classes that to educate the lower classes
would do mischief, but after a year or two it
was agreed that something shounld be done for
education. Instead, however, of the principles
of the British and Foreign School Society being
adupted, the Church of Eugland Catechism
and worship were enforced, thus limiting and
restricting the objects of education. (Hear,
hear.) Another objection was made which
had in late times been greatly repeated, viz.,
that the use of the Bible amounted to what
was called “‘the worship of a book,” He en-
tirely deuied that the use of the Bible in schools
was at all the worship of a book ; it was fol-
lowiig the commands of God himself, and the
léssons ‘which Cbrist left to the world. Inhis
opinion the teaching of tho Bible w~s as far as
religion should go into the schools, and he
thought thoere could be no good schools with-
out they had. religion.  (Hear, hear.) The
teaching of the Bible was the best that could
be given, and he trusted that it would continue
‘and prosper in England. - He observed with
regard to what had gone on of late yenrs that,
instead of what was 2 fair and Just exerciso of
opimons of those who wished to promote edu-
cation, there had been an a’tempt by legisla-
tive ‘means to place a tax upon those wlio were
content with $he Bible only. That, he con-
sidered, was .a very unfair | 1ttempt and he
trusted it would have no success (Cheers.)
Ho observed with pleasare that thers bad been
a great advance in the* teaching ‘given mn the
Bocicty's scuools, and especially in regard: to a
subject which affected the welfare of thelabor-
ing classes of this country——vxz the teaching
of cookery - o study in which he derived his
| first lesson whilst visiting her Majesty’s echool
{in Winds ir ‘Park. He trusted thatin ‘a very
few years the laboror's cottage would become a
placde where ‘many better dinners would be
eaten than.could have been got fifty yearsago.
A great deal had been dono by the Govern-
ment and Legislature to promote education in
tnis country Havmg referred to the’ rapu.l

you wusbt shell it fo  of this unruly nmmul almoat wearied out Bis. ' progress of education -in New Lngl‘“ld the

by storm. It was trained to be as docile and |.

s et

noble earl, in concluzuon, observed that the
work - of education was making progross
throughout the world, and the socisty might
expect that those principles of the Bible which
they taught, and which inculcated peace, love
and goodwill, would prevail among magkind in
future times. (Cheers.)

Lord Lyveden moved te adoption of the re-
port, which was agreed to and the usual busi-
ness of the anual meeting was then transacted.

gl
A YANKEE ROBINSON CRUSOE.

A new Robinson Crusoe has lately been dis-
covered on St. George's Ieland, one of the
South Sheiland Islands, situated about ten
days’ sail to the southward of Cape Horn, in
latitnde 64. In the year 1871 the schooner
Franklin, Captain Holmes, left New London,
United States, for the seal fishery in these
islands, arriving at her destination after a
voysge of four months. The following day the
captain ordered a boat's crew of five men, under
the orders of James King, boat.steerer, to pro-
ceed to the shore and commence killing seals
at Winden Island. off which place the vessel
was anchored. In the boat were placed pro-
visions for seven days and a big club for each
of the men, with which to kill the seals by
knocking them on the heal. Captain Holme's
instructions were—*“ kill all you can, and we
will be back for you within a week.” The
Franklin then sailed away, and the men com-
menced slaughtering all the seals they could
find ; and 80 successful were they that at the
expiration of the fifth day they had killed and
skinned 4,000 seals, which they piled on the
rocks. The sesl crop being exbausted, the
men resolved, with their remaiping provisions,
to set ont’ for St. George's Island, which is
situated in the vicinity, where they could find
more seals. They accordingly departed, leav-
ing behind them a small piece of board, en
which was chalked, ‘We bave left for St.
George’s Island; call fur us there.” When
the Franklin returped at the end of the week,
the pile of sealskius was found, and also the
notice-beard.  She accordingly proceeded to
St. George’s Island in quest of the missing
men, and cruised abont that island for several
days, but could sec nothing of the boat or the
men, who were at last abandoned to their
fate, and the Franklin returned home, no boat
having been sent ashore on account of the
breakers and the ice which had already formed.
The mem were supposed to be dead, but in
August last year a New Loudon sealing fleet
left for the South Shetland Islands, and it
was mutually agreed among the captains that
they should endeuvor to discover some traces
of the lost men. When the barque Nile ar-
rived at St. George’s Island, the captain and
a number of his men went ashore to make a
search for the remains of King and his com-
panions. Walking along the beach for some
distance, they were surprised to find a small
but, from which projected a stove-pipe. In
the corner of the but was a man with a long
red beard and matted hair fast aslecp. He
was clothed in seal skins, with sandals on bhis
feet, and on being awakened, turned out to be
King the sole survivor of the party, It aseems
that they found the hut and stove on the
island, and lived for some time on pelican
flesh, burning seal blulber in the stove. One
bad died of cold ; three others attempted to
get back to Winden Irland, and aro supposed
to have perished ; and King alone returned in
the Nile. Such is tho story about the new
Robmson Crusoe.

YOU ARE A BRICK.

A certain college Professor had assembled
his class at the commencement of a term, and
was reading ovor the list of names of all that
were present. It chanced that ome of the
number was unknown to the Professor, hav-
ing* just entered the class.

** What i3 your name, sir ?” asked the Pro-
fessor, looking throngh his spectacles.

“You are » brick,” was the startling re.
Ply.

“8ir,” said the Professor, half starting out
from his chair at the supposed impertinence,
but not quite sure that he had understood
him correctly, “ Sir, I did not exactly under-
stand your answer.”

“You are a brick,” was again the com-
posed reply.

““This is intnleralle,” said the Profeuor
his face reddening. ‘ Beware, young man,
how you attempt to insuls me.”

* Insult you,” said the student, in turn as-
tonished. *How have I done it?”

* Did you not say [-was a brick ?” returned
the Professor, with arifled indigna.tiori.

¢ No sir,.you asked mo my name, and I
answered your gnestion My name is U. R.
A. Brick—Urinh Reynold Anderson Brick,”

““ Ah, indeed,” murmured the Professor
nnkmg backin his seat in confusion. It was
a misconception on my part. - Will you com-
mence tho lesson, Mr.—nliem—Brnick.”

GOTTLIEB SCHFERER'S LITTLE JOKE.

'.l‘here i8. an «anecdoto of Gottheb Schoerer,

delphia-politiciwn, ail Vico-President Dallas,
which is hore ficst given in’ print.  Some

cage in Philadelphia, and -Mr.:Scheerer: was i
called as a witness. + The follpwmg quoltxons
wero put by Mr, D dag .

“Mr. Scheerer, wu‘u you m Harrxaburg
Inst June ?”

who, twonty yoars a0, was aun -active Phila- | . ..

thirty years ago; Mr. Dallng was ‘éouncil ina °

R TIC

: TSI
* Last June, did you say, Mr. Dallas?’
“Yes, Iast June; don't repoat wy qucstlon,

but answer 1t.”

*+ After some moments of study the answer

camo: ‘* No, Mr. Dallas, I was notln.Hnrna-

burg last June t”

* Were you in Harrisburg in July ?”’

He reflccted agnin, and slowly said, *“No,
Mr. Dallas, T was not in Harrishnrg in July.” .

“Were you there in August, Mr, Scheerer ?”

The witness again meditated, snd said :
*No, Mr. Dallas, I was not thero in August.”

‘ Were you there in September 7’

Here Mr. Scheerer reflected longer than be-
fore, and replied : ““No, Mr. Dallas, I was:
not in Harrisburg in Septembor.”

Mr, Dallas became tired of this barren re-

sult, and raiging his voice said :

“Mr. Scheerer, will you tell the court at

what time you were in Harrisburg? -

¢Mr. Dallas,” said Mr. Schéerer, ‘I never

was in Harrisburg in my lifo.”

The court, the audience, and Gottlieh Scheer-

er enjoyed the joke, but Mr. Dallas did not

heartily partake of the merriment created.

THE BETTING DANDY.
The young gentluman—with a medium-
sized, light brown moustache, and a suit of
clothes, such as fashionable tailors sometimes-
furnish to their customers, ‘‘on accommeo-
dating terms "—that is, on the insccure credit
system—came into a hotel, one afternoon, and,
after calling for a glass of Madeira, turned to
the company and offered to bet with any man
present that the Susquebannah would not be
successfully launched, This ‘‘banter” not
being taken up, he proposed to wager five dol-
lars that Dr, Webster would not be hung.
This eeemed a *‘stuinper,” too, for nobody
accepted the chance. The exquisite glanced
around contemptuously and remarked—*‘I
want to make a bet of some kind; I don't
care a fig what it is. I'll bet any man from a
shilling's worth of cigars to five hundred dol-
Jars, Now’s your time, gentlemcn ; what do
you propose ?”
Sipping a glass of beer in one corner oi the
bar-room, sat a plain old gentleman, who
Jooked as though he might bea Pennsylvanian
farmer. He set down the glass and addressed
the exquisite—*“Well, Mister—I'm not in the
habit of making bets—but seeing you are
anxious about it, I don’t care if I gratify you.
So I'll bet you a levy’s worth of sixes that I
can pour a quart of treacle.into your hat, and
turn it out a solid lump of candy in two min-
utes by the watch.” ‘
““Done !" said the exquisite, taking off his
hat and haunding iv to the farmer.
It was a real Florence silk hat, a splendid
article, that shone like black satin. The old
geutlemen took the bat, and requested the
bar-keeper tosend for a quart of treacle—¢‘the
cheap sort, atsix centsa gquart; that’s the
kind I use in this experiment,” said he, band-
ing over six coppers to the bar-keepor.
The treacle was brought, and the old farmer,
with 2 very graveand mysterious countsnance,
poured it in the dandy’s hat, while the ex-
quisite took out his watch to note the time.
Giving the hat two or three sbakes, with &
Sigoor Blitz-like adroitness, the experimenter
placed it on the table, and stared into it, ag if
watching the wonderful process of solidifica-
tion.
“Time’s up,¥ said the dandy.
The old farmer moved the hat.- “Well, I
do believe it ain’t hardened,” said he, in s
tone expressive of disappointmont ; *‘I missed
it, some how of other, this time, and I sup-
pose I've lost the het. Bar-keeper, let the
gentleman have the cigars—twelvc sixes, mind,
and charge 'cm in the bill.”
' What of the cigars !” ronred the exquisite,
“you've spoiled my hat, that ecost me ‘five
dollars, and you must pay for it.” ’
*“That wasn’t in the bargain,” drily answer-
ed the old gentleman ; * but I'll let you keep
the treacle, which is a little more than'we
agreed for.”
Having drained the tenacious fluid from
his beaver, as he best could, into a spittooft,
the man of the moust.aches rushed froim the
place—his fury not niuch abated by the sounds ~
of ill-suppressed laughter which iollowed his
exit. He made his complaint at the pohee-
office, but, as it appeared thnt tho experiment
was tried with his own consent, no dnmagaa )
could be recovered. o T
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