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Labor  Hotis,

The Ninth Annual Session of tho Work-
ingmen’s Association of tho State of New
York was held at Albany on the 23th ult.
Matters of great importance were brought

before the Association.

A meeting of the Associnted Joincrs of
Glasgow was lately held in the Trades Hall,
Glassford street, at which it was resolved
to request tho sanction and support of the
Association to obtain an advanco on the
present rate of wages in the ensuing spring

. to the extent of one half-penny per hour.

The tinners of Chicago are still exeriing
themselves in behalf of a Union.  Bach
moember of the Union is working might and
main to get another member of the craft
to join the organization, and from the ap-
poarance of their numbers on Thursday
night they appear to have met with success.
—Workingman's Advocate.

The Iron Moulders’ Union of Chicago
met at their hall, corner Clark and Lake
streets, on Saturday evening. They re-
port business flat, with many members
Jeaving the city to find work in smaller
towns. The election of officers was the
most important business transacted during
the evening. —Ibid,

A special meeting of the members of the
Glasgow United Trades Council was held
in the Tontino Hotel—Mr. Boa, the presid-
ent of the Council in the chair. The object
of the meeting was to consider the sentence
recently passed upon the London gas
stokers. Tho members were unanimous in
expressing the opinion that the sentence
recently passed upon the gas stokers was &
most severe and vindictive one, and that it
appenred o wnsuttle all recent legislation
respecting tho laws alfceting capital and
1abor, and rendered the same of no value
whatever.

At a miecting of the Amalgamated Asso-
ciation of Veterinary Surgeons and Master
Horseshoers of Edinburgh, held on Friday
in the Craigie 11all, it was reported that all
the forges, with the exception of two, have
now the full complement of men for the
winter, the men being emplored at the old
rate of wages. _

The strikes in the coal mining districts
of South Wales still continue. All attempts
at compromising the disputes have been
unsuccossful,  No disturbances have yet
occurred.

The Amalgamated Society of Carpenters
and Joiners, whose general offices are ab 53
Grosvenor street, Chorlton on Medlock,
was lately registered under the Trade Union
Act, 1871. 'The number of members is 11,-
205, as against 9,845 this time last year.
The rules, as registered, will be issued to
the members forthwith,

The high rate of wages in the labor mar-
ket continucs to- affect very seriously the
recruiting for the army. The Tines states
that at Chatham recm&ing gocs on  very
slowly, much difficalty being experienced
in getting the men required. ““ Additional
recruiting parties have been therefore sent
out for the Royal Engineers, while recruit-
ing sergeants for this corps, the Royal Ar-
tillery, various infantry regiments, and the
West Kent Light Infantry Militia were al-
so patrolling the streets of Chatham and
thoe contiguous tewns daily in search of
men. At the present time, the whole of the
corps at Chatham gaxiison are said to be
much below their proper streagth.

A meeting of the master Dbuilders, was
rocently held, at the Acorn Hotel, Pemple

street, Rirmingham. to take into considere. !

tion the nvtiwes reevived from the men, ask-
ing for an alteration in the working rules.
The men, in these notices, demand an exten-
sive rise of wages, and the carpenters and
joiners require a reduction of hours as

well.  Theso ard tho principal points, but

A correspondent of the Dundee Adver-
tiser describes the mannerin which a strike
is dealt with in Russia. About two. miles
from Narva, in Esthonia are the Kralmn-
holm Cotton Works, in which sonic 5,000
work people are employed. When the
cholera visited Narva this summer, ten
per cent. of the over-worked, under-fed,
and sadly-lodged cotton operatives died,
and, ignorant though they were, it did oc-
cur to their minds that this remarkable
nortality was owing to their wretched con-
dition. They got up an agitation for short-
er hours, and other improvements in their
lot, and a meeting of sharcholders, at which
the Governor of Esthonia was present,
agreed to make a few concessions.  Some
of the sharcholdcrs, however, got up a
petition to the Governor to dismiss the
workmen that had taken an active part in
the mevement. The workpeople hearing
this, sent a deputation to the Governor to
represent to him their view of the case.
The deputation’was met at the Navva rail-
way station by a body of secret police, and
conducted to prison. When the arrest be-
came known at the factory a general strike
ensued, and soine indignation was expressed
by the opcratives. Upon this the military
were called out, reinforcements ordered up
from St. Petersburgh, and the place kept
in a state of sicge for ten days. The lead-
ers of the strike were handed over to a ju-
dicial court, and out of the *Iirty-five ar-
rested, eight have been condemned to ban-
ishment to Siberia for life, and the others
to various periods of imprisonment. Soine-
thing more than an Imperial Decree is
needed to make the late serf a free man,

et A e erereere
CHEAP HUMAN LADOR.

BY RODRELT SCHILLING.

Cheap Human Labor! T despise tho
word. It signilics crime and a shame, It
signiiles squalor, degradation, ignorance,
vice. Are not jnborers men—our fellow-
men?! ‘thev have bodiss to clothe and
stomachs 1o Teed, and minds to educate, and
spirits to elevate, and old age to provide
for, They have homces which they love,
and wives whom they cherish, and children
whom they hope to wake worthy citizens—
the honest fathers and virtuous inothers of
a succeeding goneration. And ¢an you re-
member these duties and see these aspira-
tions, can you contemplate the patient
hopefulaess of the cheerful and contented
(because fairly compensated) industry, and
talk about cheap labor I"—{eo. H, Pearlle-
ton,

Tt is not often that a politician hits the
nail on the hiead as aptly as has been done
in the abovo quotation. It may have been
said to catch votes, but it is nevertheless
but too true. ¢ Cheap human labor signi-

fies squalor, degradation, ignorance, vice.”

They tell us words arc cheap, and it is
casy to make an assertion, but let us refer
to any country where cheap human labor
is the rule. Can those who are favoring
the introduction of Chinamen, close their
eycs to the state of socicty in China?! Can
they not see that-itis chcap human labor
which makes the majority of Chinamen
thieves, which makes human life so cheap
in that ecountry that it ean be bought for a
small sum of money ; in short, which makes
that country one of ¢ squalor, degradation,
ignorance, vice ¥’ '

And how iy it in other countrics in which
cheap human labor is the ‘rule? Look at
Turkey, Egypt. or any other absolute de-
spotism.  Human habor is vewarded Dbut
insignificantly, if at all, and life, liberty
and the pursuit of happiness aro valiod
comparatively low, while eountrivs in which

Clauns bs prupiriy Tewarded are euiigaiited
.in propoxrtion.  In foct, if a teble of all
‘countries wero made, in which the most
| enlightened country was placed ab the head,
| while all other countrics were plaged upon

lit in proporvtion to their enlightemment, so

receive high, or cven fair wages, but fow
are addicted to bad habits, while those but
poorly remuncrated are suffering from
‘‘squalor, degradation, ignorance, vice.”
It is not only the laborer who will be bene-
fited by dear labor. The merchant, the
journalist, in fact every branch of trade and
industry will bo bettered in the end. If
all our laborers were Chinamen, and ve-
ceiving wages as low as they work for, they
would live on the coarsest food, wear the
cheapest clothes and consume but very lit-
tle of any thing. And where there is no
consumption thero is no chance for produc-
tion, and without & maket for the produc-
tions of a country, the capitalist as well as
the laborer must suffer ; the country will
be flooded with surplus production, lubor
will be more and more oppressed, and it
will become so cheap as to be wsed in the
manufacture of fire crackers, fans, kites,
and other insignificant and intrinsically
worthless articles, while the country itself
will go to ruin from ¢¢ squalor, degradation,
ignorance, vice.”’—Coopers’ Journal.

CO-OPERATIVE STORES IN ENG-
LAND.

A correspondent sends us an account of a
meeting 6f the North of England Co-oper-
ative Wholesale Society, which took place
at Manchester on Nov, 23rd, containing
many facts which are at once interesting
and suggestive. This society represcnts a
federation of co-operative sotieties, and has
a central board and stores in Manchester,
‘from which the retail stores of the various
'societies are supplied. The wholesale society
was started in 1869 by the fedcration of
fifty-four socicties with an aggrezate capital
of less than one thousand pounds. On the
first of October of the present year the
societies in the federation numbered four
hundred and sixty-six, with a paid up shore
capital of £28,300. The busincss done
during the last quarter averagud £28,000 &
week, and the net profit of the cuarter,
after the pryment of interest on shares and
loans, amounted to £3,274, or over sixteen
thousand dollars.

At this meeting of the wliolesale society
it wag announced that arrangements were
making for largely extending the business
of the association. Hereafier stores re-
quired from America, Holland and Ireland
would be imported by the society direct
irom those countrics. Ii was determined
to increase the amount of subscription ro-
quired from the federate societies partici-
pating in the benefits of the association as
a guarantee for loans. The capital used in
the business of the society is supplied by
subscriptions of tho shareholders and by
loans, to which are added, of course, the
profits of its traflic as they accrue. The
loans consist in surplus cash belonging to
co-operative societies deposited with tho
wholesale society, which pays five per cent
interests on such deposits. At the close of
the last quarter the money so deposited
amounted to £65,000. By mcking these
deposits transferable, the society propose to
introduce what is practically & system of
co-operative banking into their business.
In future the retail stores dealing with the
wholesale society may deposit the whole of
their receipts and trunsfor the amounts as
bills become duc, receiving interests so long
as their money remains on deposit.

The society has also resolved to still
further enlarge tho fieid of its operations
by engaging in the manufactnre, on the co-
oporative principle, of course, of several
descriptions of goods which ara the mask in
demand by their custorocrs.  in ansier to
inquiries addrossed to the retail associations
supplicd by the society, stutements had
been received {rom one hundred and forty-
six, showing that the aggregate require-

ments of these societies during tho past

thero are details as to walking hours, &e. {that the lowest, most degraded country was , yéar were: Cloths, £347,000 ; Loots and
At the meeting on Tuesday night the mas-placed at the foot, it would be found to be I shoes, £46,000 ; tailoring, £30,000; and

. ter builders agreed upon a new sob of rules,

n tene seale of the wages prid to the work-:

blankets, £4,000. , Tho central board was

which thoy will issue as n counter notice. !ingnen of each comntry. Is any further thersfore suthorized” 46 qpen o wholesnlo

The representatives of both parties will
moet to discuss the points at issue, and in
the ovent of their being unable to agrec,
" the dispute will be referred to arbitration.

i argunient necessary against the introduction
;of «‘ cheap human Inbor 7 If there is, look
taround you, and_if you-aro not entirely
blind, you will sce that of workingmen,who

cloth warchoyso separaté from the general
‘stores ; to go into the manufucture of boots
and shdes ; to establish a blanket and flan-

nol factory ; and to purchase a bakery then :

for sale in the neighborhood of Manchester.
It will be seen that in this case at least, the
principlo of co-operation has accomplished
all that its most ardent advocates have ever
claimed for it.—N. Y. Sun.

AMERICAN VS. ENGLISH TRADES
UNIONS.

The Twelfth Annual Report of the Amal-
gamated Socicty of Carpenters and Joiners,
from December 1870, to December 1871, is
replebe with instruction and valuable informa-
tion, from which the skilled mechanics of
Americashould take alesson. A cursory glance
at the statistics furnished convinces us that the
strength of these foreign trades organizations
lics more in the morale and discipline than in
tho number of their meinbers—a fact that we
scem persistently, to our own injury, to ignore.
Strango as it may seem, this powerful organ-
ization, in G4, Britain, Ireland, the United
States and Canadas, numbera bat 9,764 mem-
bers, despite the immense influence exerted.
For example, London with its 4,000,000 pop-
ulation has only 1632membersin good standing,
Neweastle-upon-Tyne, with a population of
150,000, presents a list of 93 ; Liverpool, the
rivel of New York, furnishes toit five branches
253 ; Glasgow, Scotland’'s comnercial metro-
polis 67 ; and Dublin §0 members. Now when
we consider that Chicago, almost the growth
of deeade, with its 350,000 residents, claims
on its union records in this branch alone, 3,000
members, more than the aggregate presented
by this entire list, and yet exercises less influ-
ence than the least among them, we are certain-
ly justified in ascertaining the causes which
lead to such results.

Laxity of discipline is the great drawback to
the successiul development of American trades
unions. In Great Britain the members seem
to recognize tiie value of their obligation ; that
tho pledge tzken is no lip service, no tempo-
rary expedicat. A glancs at the financia]
standing of this organizaiion, with its surplus
fund of £00,000, farnizhes such evidences.
That ““tuc law is for the lawless anil (disobe-
dient,” is practically iflvsirated in its cnforce-
ment of its rules, aud tbe punishincns inetes
the laggards and von-alicadants. A peanity
means punishizent in case of mon.observaice,
while the man who lives up to the require-
ments is sure to reap the full mede of the
advantages it offers. It prefers a live trunk
with a couple of branches to a dead one with
a score of them ; a union with a membership
of a dozen true and tried men, alive to its re-
quiremnents, who are always on hand in time
of danger, to onc with a thousand, who are
union men just so long as the tide carries them
along ; o good substantial fouudation to an
imposing superstructure built on sand, and
this is the great lesson we desire our working-
men to learn.

The bencficial feature forms also o conspicu-

ous position in English trades organizations.
For example, by again referring to the report,
we find that there was paid out last year
§34,000 to wnemployed members; $1,800 in
replacing stolen and burnt tools ; §20,000 to
sick wembers ; four members who have be-
come permancatly disabled from following
their employment as carpenters and joiners,
received each the sum of $500 ; $5,525 for the
funerals of deceased members and their wives
to theaged and infirm, $650; and in benevolent
grants to distressed members, of which $250
was sent to Chicago after the great fire, $2,125,
makiog the enormous aggregate of $54,000.
As o matter of course, where such advan-
tages are confessed, taxation will be heavier
than in a purcly protective organization. Tho
receipts for the past year amounted to $110,-
000, and this, too, be it remeinbered, was drawn
from less than ten thousand members, How
many of our howe associations would submit to
such adrain? Notone in a bundred; and this
accounts for tho empty treasuries, in the hour
of need; thoe repeaicd failures of the strikes in
vrhireh 400w of oncanionisi-indulgz. The
Htesns wWhich cienians Into o cuadlict, wisuout
dne preperation, and the sinows of war, gene-
rally leaves it in a bankrupt condition. Fhe
organization which cngages in a struggle with,
capital, without baving first counted the cost,
without preparation for on emergency, is like
onc brignde firing blank carfridgo against
another, which pours its leaden messengers
from the most improved weapons, :

But what others have done, we can do, We
havo good faith in the foresight, the adminis-
trative ability, amnl the integrity of the presi-
dents of onr representative national trades

‘organizations, and the immense strides which

have recently been made in tho.vight divection,
prove our belief to be well founded, and in

their hands for the time being nt least, we can
safely trust the issue,—Ixchange,

GRAVITATION, LIGHT AND HEAT,

The law of gravitation enunciated by New-

ton is that every particle of matter in the uni-

verse attracts cvery other particle with aforce

which diminishes as the sqvare of the distance

incrcases. Thus the sun and the carth muta-

ally pull each other ; thus the carth and the
moon are kept in company ; the force which
holds every respective pair of mzsscs together
being the integrated force of their component
parts.  Under the operation of this force, a
stone falls to the ground and i3 warmed by

tLe shock ; under its operation, metcors plunge

into our atmosphere and rise to incandesence.
Showers of such doubtless fall incessantly up-

on the sun. Acted ou by this force, were it
stopper in its orbit to-morrow, the carth would
rush towards and finally combine with the
san. Heat would also be developed by this
coliision, and Mayer, Hemholtz, and Thom-
son would have calculated its amount. It
would equal that produced by the combustion
of more thaa 5,000 worlds of solid coal, all
this heat being generated at tbe instant of
collision. In the attraction of gravity, there-
fore, acting upon the non-luminous matter, we
have a source of heat more powerfni-than
could be deorived from any terrestrial combus-
tion. And were the matter of the universe
cast in cold, detached fragments into spzee,
and there abandoned to the mutual gravitation
of its own parts, the collision of the fragments
would in the end produte the burning of the
stars. -

The action of gravity upon matter originally
cold may in fact be the origin of all light and
heat, and the proximate source of such other
powers as are generated by light and heat.
But we have now to inquire what is the light
and what is the heat thus produced? This
yuestion has already bheen answered in a gener-
al way. Both lizht and heat are modes of
wotion. Two placets clash and come to rest ;
their motion, considered asmasses, is destroy-
ed, but it is really continued as a motion of
their unltimate particles. It is this motion,
taken up by theether, and proparated through
it with a velocity of 185,000 miles a second,
that coms» to us 3 the light an | heat of suns
awl stars.  The ztoms of a body swing
with incorccivable rapidity. bot this power of
vibration: uecccssarily implics the operation of
forces between the atoms themselves. It re-
veals to us that while they are held together
by one force, they are kept asunder by an-
other, their position at any moment depending
on the equilibrium of attraction and repulsion,
The atoms are virtually connected by elastic
springs which oppose at the same time their
reproach and their retreat, but which tolerate
the vibration called heat. When two bodies
drawn together by the force of gravivy strike
each other, the intensity of the ultimate
vibration, or, in other words, the amount of
heat generated, is proportionable to the visa
riva destroyed by the collision. The molecu-
Iar motion once set wp is instauntly charred
with the etber and diffused by it throughout
spuce.

We on tho carth’s surface live night and
day in the midst of ethereal commotion. The
medinm is never still ; the cloudy canopy-
above us may be thick enough to shut out the
light of stars, but this canopy is itself 2 warm
body, which radiates motion through ether,
The ecarth also is warm, and sends its heat
pulses incessantly forth. It is the waste of
its molceular motion in space that chills the
carth upon a clear night ; it is tho return of

its motion from the clouds which proveants the
earth’s temperature on a cloudy night from
falling so low, Lo the conceptin of space
being filled, we must, therefore, add the con-
ception of its being in a state of incessant
tremor.  Tho sources of vibration are the &
ponderable masses of the universe. Let us
take a sample of thesc and examine it in de-
tail.  When we look at our planet wo find it
to be an agrregate of solids, liguids and gases,
When we look at any of these, we generally
find it composed of still more clomentary
parts. We lcarn, for example, that the watep
of our rivers is formed by the uniop, in defil
1 jl.‘t):)fn‘:i:\ns, o Iwo im0 OXygen and
bysivg.a. We kysw how to ining theso eone
stituents together, and to caunse them to form
water: we also know how to analyzo the
water ; and recover from it its two constitu-
ents. So, likewise, as regavds the solid i por-
tions of the earth. Our c¢halk hills, for ex-
ample, are formed by a combination of earbon,
oxygen aud caleium. These ave elements, the
union of which, in definite proportions, has
resulted in the formation of chalk. The flints
within the chalk we know to be a compound
of ‘oxygzen and silicinm, enlled silica ; and our
ordinary clayis, for the most part, formed by
tho -silicium, oxygen, and the well Lknown

lig_ht metal, alunminm. By far tho greater

portion of the earth’s crust is compounded of
the elementary substances wmentioned in these.
few lines. . . :




