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Monday, January the 2oth,
wxas a red letter day in

Victoria and the occasion
hiad a signîficance extenci-

ing far beyoncl the Capital City. On that
(Lay foty journalists assernbled at the
opdflingy of the new Empress Hotel.
They inicluded representatives of ail the
ieadiiî c a papers bohNorthan
South of the huec. Some of tlhemi bad
ilever visited Victoria before, but ail liad
icarnrieci f rom variaus sources of its at-
tractions and the brighit promise af a
future wvhich lias recentiy dawnecl upon
it. Wlien tue inaugourai cerernonies werc
over fortv jouirnalists xvent forthi to
spread throughiout Western Anierica tue
storv of tlîis last enterprise of the C.P.R.
Vejwed sinîpiy fron the standpoiflt af
a haotel it challenges comparisori for coul-
pleteness, luxury andi artistic appoint-
menits with any on the Continent, but
this is the ieast inmportant aspect of an
imp)ortant occasion. The Enipress Hotel,

*ictoria, is tlîe seventeenth iii a cliain af
liosteiries which have macle the C.P.R.
faniaus ail over the worlcl, andi its truc
siguiificance lies in the fact that it is the
furtlîest West. Victoria lias been sadly
cleficient in liigh class hotel accomnmocla-

tion, especially lias this been the case
(Iurino the tourist season. \Vealthy
travellers to xvhom a luxuriotus hiotel is
a "csine qua non" have hield aloof f rom
Victoria because of its deficiencY in this
respect. Hereafter tlîey xviii find accom-
oclation tunsurpasseci in the West, and
there is littie doubt that the Enmprcss
xviii beconie a great centre of attraction.
\Vithin three da3ys of its openiing nearly
ail the roonms xvere taken, andL a glance
at the recristcr shows that thiere nias been
a conistant streami of visitors cvcr since.
Already there is talk of building an
additional xving, for whicli provision wxas
made in the original p)lan. Apart from
the value of the hiotel for tourist pur-
p)oses the miere fact that the C.P.R.
thoughit fit ta speiid upw'ards of ane mil-
lion dollars iii buildling aln hotel on
Vancouver Islandi is the stronlgest pos-
sible guarantee thiat they have faith in
its future. In fact ail wvho are in a
position ta judge realize that the open-
ilig of the Etipress H-otel sets the seai
of certainty uipon the comipletion of a
programmie wvili ch ebraces railway
building, ]andi clearinig, min ing, and cul-
tivation xvhich xviii xithin a few years
niake Vancouver Island a centre of in-
terest ta the commercial world.
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