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ing numnbers, wvc sc America entering upon those years wvhich
were sirmîlarly to mar-] the beginnings of state mnedicine. 0f the
perioci prior to this, I)r. BIowditch, in his <' centenniai discourse ', at
Philaclelphia, in 1876, briefly %vrites, "' It is the epoch of systems of
medicinc, wvrought out by the imaginations of some fewv of the
leadiers of our profession. This epoch believes in, drugs, and their
alm-ost sup!-cme power over art. It lias little or iio faith in
Nature's ability ta cure disease." With the passing of Dr.
Benjamin Rush, ill 1833, the greatest American physician of his
dav, this epoch of " Systems of Medicine," iii %hich there wvas no
beief in thc vis inedicatix izaltrcze, came to an endi. T1he teachings
af Louis, a preceptor of Boiv'ditch, were naov ta influence the
medical idleas and practice of the rising generatian, and ta themn
Bowditch ascribes the " basis of public hygicne " in Arnerica,
developed principally by the wvritings of ]3igelow and Bartiett,
with Oliver \Vendell Halm-es. But ta return ta the scene of the
great agitation, which we have seen already as being weil Iadvanced,
wve find that the investigation by Chadw~ick into the condition
favoring the epidemic spread of typhus in London %vas bearingr
abundant fruit. Bishop Bloomfield, thien of L~ondon, realized the
full significance of the facts set forth, and tlirev ail his energy and
powerful influence into Chadwick's grand sanitary design ; and
Lord John Russell, in 1839, instructed the Poor Law commis-
sioners " ta institute wvhat afterwvards became the far-famed inquiry
into the hecalth of the laboring classes of the other parts of Eng-
land and Wales beyond the Metropolis," wvhich report, prepared by
Chadwick, wvas presented ta the I-ome Secretary in 1842. In the
next year this indefatigable secretary prepared papers on <'Grave-
yards of Lon.don" and " Intramural Interments and Disinter-
ments," resulting iii the compulsory establishment of cemeteries
outside of taovns and cities. The cause wvas soon ta find another
champion ini that noble man, the Prince Consort> the spokesman
of aur beloved Queen, wvhose gloriaus lifework is not yet com-
pleted. Through his great influence, assisting the labors of more
active reformers, Sir Robert Peel appointed a Royal Commission
consisting, af such famous men as Professor Owven, Dr. Lyon
Playfair, Mr. Robert Stephenson, Mr. Smnith, of Deanstan, andi
Mr. William Cubitt, ta repart on the wvhale subject of the health
af the nation. This report %w'as published in 1844. Although no,
immedia,-te legislative action fol1oved, yet in 1847 another com-
mission, wvith Chadwvick as a member, xvas appointed ta inquire
into the " sanitary condition of the Metropolis." The evidence of
thirty-flve witnesses therein set forth wvas most startling in its
effects on the public mind. An immediate result wvas the form-
ation, in 1848, of the first B3oard of Health, of which Lard Shaftes-
bury and Mr. Chadwvick were members. And it was none toc,
soon, since a virulent outbreak of choiera appeared in 1849. It
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