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VACCINATION

iMost of us rnîist soîieti Hies bave woiidet'ed hoxv far the vaccina-
fion of infanits affects the typn01( epidernie periods of smnallpox
in this country, and to wh at extent ouir protection against cpi-
demies in future will be influenccd by the diminution wbich is
taking place in the systernatic vaccination of childrcn. As a
mnatter of history, the general adoption of infancýy vaccination pro-
duced a marked change for the better in the epidemiological fiets
of smallpox; the disease ccased to be endemic, generally prevalent,
and( often fatal amongst children, and hecarne rarer in its visita-
tions and more and more one from which the principal suifferers
w~ho remained were aduits. Tt does flot necessarily follow, lirw-
ovcr, that under modemn netliods of dealinîg with srnallpox rever-
sion to an iinprotccted child population woul eiîtail reversion to
eighteenth centnry prevaleuce. Again, it is beyond question that
the protection of infancy vaccination, which as regards attack con-
tinues for several years, and as regards sevcrit ' of ilines lasts
welI into a(hllt life Or even to a(1Vi'eed age, bas been priceless iii
past decades, wlieiî the population wvas runining, relatively large


