Vor. i Tmirp, No. 14.

GRIP

SaTURDAY, 2911 Avucusr, 1874,

eprotist that man is.  If we had stayed he would have bored us with
the usual Ridgeway twaddle for hours.

Browx=I fcel as mnch relieved at my eseape as nfier an ovation of
Witxes, Let us drop into the hack door of the * Shades ” and have
a chop.

Mun¢eE—I know how to get rid of those noodles.

(Z'0 celebrated Irish Earrister)—Let's have some Bass.

Letters fronr Mot Latitudes.

Narres, August, 1874.

WE are actually going to visit Pompeii ; all of us except Jack, who
has paid so mnch attention lately to the vegetable productions of the
country as to incapacitate him for any harvder \\'or‘i than swallowing
cholera mixture, and showing his {tonane to the doctor.

Tt is rongh on Jack, this; for he is of an enterprising disposition,
and nearly came to grief at the Pyrunids throngh taking one of our
stoieal guides zs he reelined in the Yomb Chamber, asleep, for a three
thousand yeur old mummy, whose inlernal cconomy Jack was
praceceding to investigate wish a elasp knife.

Another ineh of knife hlade or another second’s sleep and u doctor
couldn’t have helped hiin,

So we leave him, poor fellow, to Lis refleelions, and taking ihe
train from Naples, are soon at onr destination.

To take a train o this Citv of the Dol was sneh a shoek to my
sensc of the Eternal fituess of things, that I verily belicve had T, on
oemerging frow ihe cars, heard the famitiae shouats of ** Jlere you are,
for CuarcrmpovsLe's Hotel?” «This way for the Union Jonse!”
aud been there and then torn limb froim limb by ferocious haclanen I
shonld not have been ustonished,

A few hunddred yards from the station and we culer the Marine
Gute, and we are faivly within the city where, in the year 79, crema-
tion took a form more practieal than pleasant.

Aud here we pause for Prirz, who has been pecring about in an
earuest attempt to emulate Jack's spirit of discovery, poiuts to wn ob-
jeet which we at fivst fail to recognize.

Our united intelleets are broaght to bear on it, and it is pronounced
wanimously with a feeling of exultant awe to be—a quid. Not a
“quid pro quo,” my fricud, but a veritable “echaw ™ of tobaceo,
which must have solneed the nervous system of some poor moulkly
Pompeinn cighteen handred years ago.  As I took it up wnd guzed at
it, laid it downr and gazed at it once more, the whole picture spread
itself before my view,

I saw its owner, probably a Roman broker, who could give yon the
rate on sestertie or the Ilatest quotation of slaves from the far off
isles of Britain: hie has just finished bz plate of bivalves at the City
Restauvant, has feed the waiter and, his appetite satisGed, has drawn
his napkin across his lips.

A noment's pause and deawing froun his ‘mckct tue silver paper
packaye of fiue ent sv dear to the Pompeinn heart, he geutly insinu-
utex into his cheek a modicum of tha Leaerant weed, smiling the while
a complacent swile as of one who kuaws the whole duby of man and
has Qone it.

[t was @ tonching picture and notling cair ever obliterate it from
my mnind, not even the grossly sceptical suggestions of Guorniw, who
inzists that the plug had been left there by some American ‘Tourist,
and that in the year *79 tobacea wasa't discovered,

T dow’t think it is right to throw cold water upon a man in this
way ; where woald History be if this sort of thing were allowed ?

Buat Frirz declines to be snubbed and prescrves the relic as the
dearest memento of his Powpeian Trip; and nnder a gluss case in bis
parlor it is shewn to visitors eredulons or olherwise, labelled, ¢ The
Pompeiun’s Last Chew,”

Stopping to lunch in the Forum or Hall of Justice our talk mean.
dered as that of man will when & meal is on haud, back to the days
when justice was meted ont under this lofty roof, when “ one dollar
or ten days,” greeted the ears of the too jovial eitizen as he rublbed
the cobwebs out of his ¢yes and refleeted on the “ hot coppers™ at-
tendant upon & too free indulgence in last night's Falerninu.

Grorpie's wife had a violent attack of indigestion about this time,
which somewhat weakened the romance of the seene, but by « liberal
use of lier restoratives she yecovered sufficiently to express a languid
curiosily to procced with our investigations.

Her nerves were Liowever Qoowmed to be shattered, for the very next
housc wns one where the grim ruin that had come so swiftly on tho
city had overwhelmed at their game a party of four who sat there,
eards in hand, the right bower turned up and the denler with o splen-
did lone hand when Death stepped in and enclived the whole of them.

Thiy house was also earcfully examined for rclics, but prodnced
nothing more portable than a marble dining table fixed to the floor
and weighing about two tons, which Frirz deelined to teckle.

Our next visit was more productive, however, for I found in a recess
in one of the rooms a folded pioce of paper with some figurcs ou it,
which turued out to be & tailor's bill otp one of CaEsaR’s generals,

This was indeed interesting, as gividg the cost of a toga of those
dnys together with an important confirmation ns to the size of tho

Romun Foot, cmbodicd in the followinglitem, “ To enc puir No. 14
Sandals $5.00."

A little furthcr on we entered o barber's shop where cverything
stood in exacily the sume order as when Vesuvius had smoked them
out on that terrible July night.

Fifteen eandidates along the wall (it was Saturdey evening), three
in chairs partly Jathered and shaved, three more vietims with their
hands in search of the traditionary dime, the ¢ tonsorial avtist ”* him-
self with bis lips framing the mystic ** Next!” as plainly as thongh
one hind been there onceself wuiting wearily for our weckly serape.

And yet another wonder, for weenter what was evidently an Hotel,
where on the table stlll stand the plates of iudigestible hash, petrified
now, and stnoking no longer, but just asmuch thie undoubted veritable
Lash of 79 as the compound of grease, table scrapings, and kitchen
maid’s locks that is served up under that name in the year of grace
1874.

A little distance from the door we stumble over a dog, ils fixed
jaws and petritied foam as Iresk as on the day when chased by the
“areat unwashed,” it vielded up its Jife to the chance short of the
unsophisticated poliecnan.

Here, too, is the notice of the City Fathers, eautioning the young
Pompeian against the ilegal discharging of the sportive fire-eracker,

and here again a notice that No. 2 .Fire Company will give one of
their Social Hops on such and such o day, and, striking comment on
the Freneh proverh, « I Honnme propose —not a soul left alive to add
a supplemeittary notice that the entertainment was postponed “owing
Lo circumstances over which, &e., &e.”

Bul the sun sinking behind the shadowing voleano werned us to
be moving, more especially as we lad decided to return by the
Road, said Road morcoever being reported to he infested with brigands.

My wile put the question to Fruters onr guide, but he assared us
by the Holy Madouna, * No yobbares, nevare no robbaves,” whieh de-
spite the doubtiul nature of his reply we felt competled to believe.

We felt still more confidence in him when three leagues from
Naples we were surrounded by a ragged band who asked for ouv valn-
ables emiphastsing their remurks with pistols.

I remonstrated with them and so did Grorpig, assnred them that X
should lute to be under the nccessily of doing anything unpleasant,
that my intentions were eminently pacifie, and proposed to refer the
uratter to arbitration,

As we dida't understaand Ttadizn and they knew nothing of Fng-
Tish, nod elogquence fuiled to meet with {ink suceess so0 essential to
our proposition and their arguments finally proved irresistible; so
muceh = Lt nightf.al foand vs sUll two leagnes from our jonruey's
end, a:l g0 thoroughly bankrept that our whoale resourees united
would iveve proved insallicient o have influenced a vote at a Lower
Canda clection.

Our chapicr of accidiuts was not even finished, for eve wa were half
an hoar older we were Jutevcepted by ancther band of brigands, who,
finding that their predecessors had so completely cleaned us out, de-
cided Lo keep e as & lostage, and have fixed 20,000 scudi as my
ransoni.

Now Grip, if you wishi to get any more of these interesting letters,
you had better come down with the sdndi; if yonu don't know how
mneck o seudi is, and T'tn sure [ den’t—buy an aritinnetic book, but
anyhow come down with the sendi.

I have but one chance of eseape, whiel, in case of failure on your
part to poiry up, I shall try.

heve Lorrowed all the IIypophosphites and Ready Lefief that
Mrs, Grorvig had with lLier, and if aver T can persuade the band to
take these remedies regulurly, 1 know they will ruin theiv constitutions.

Adica, then, my dear Grip, but believe me what with veleanoes and
brigands this is the hottest latitnde T have been in yet.

Hurry up with those scudi!

Special Managerial Announcement.

Manac iR MereaLr has great pleasure in announcing to the patrons
of the Civie Theatre that owing to the immense saccess nttending the
performance of the favee entitled * ‘The Rslimates” on Monday even-
ing last, that piece will be reproduce:d by special request on Mounday
evening neat, with all the originnl mechanical cffects, interraplions,
paper pellets, cte,  Mr. Ald. Baxter will reappear in his inimitable
chavacter of Timothy Longwind, giving his very amusing whimsicality
yelpt.  The talk against time.” Mr. Ald, HewpersoN has been re-
engaged anud will appear a8 The Iilused Laddie. Mr. Ald. Boustiap
will take the role of Johnny Jollyboise, the genial distwrber, in which
he was so successful on tho last occasion ; and Ald. Ceeyexts will
again appear as Solomon Silent, the quiet and straight-forward lay-
man, in which churacter we will have the honor of draving several
wonderful earicatures of the Manager in view of the audience. The
rest of the stock company, including the truly great FarLeY and the
really immense Crose, will reappoar in their respective parts. No
one who delights in the burlesque can afford to stay away. Prices as
usual.

P. 8.—Policemen always infattendance. No disorderly characters
admitted unless they have been duly elected to seats at the table.




