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About two years ago I wrote a letter to The
Living Church, in answer to an objection to the
Sunday school as a part of the muchinery of the
Charch. The correspondent, whose objection
called forth my letter, claimed that the Sunday
school, a8 generally conducted, was an impedi-
ment rather than a help in the extension of
Christ’s kingdom, in that, instead ofencourag-
ing Church attondance on the part uf the chil-

dren, it made them indifferent to the regular
services of the Church,

This conclusion was reached, through indue-
{ive rcasoning, by asserting that in very many
instances this was the condition, and then by
generulizing from this premise that the Sunday
school is an impediment and a failure. My lot-
ter in reply aroused such a widespread interest,
and I received so many notes of inquiry from
all parts of the country, both from rectors of
large parisbes and from women in struggling
missions, that I resolved in due time to write
more fully of the Sunday school system to
which I then referred, and which has clearly
proved that the Sunday school, as an auxiliary
to the Church, need not be a failure.

To substantiute my position I was obliged to
refer to my own worl ; and to explain the sys-
tem and prove its success, I shail be under the
same necessity now. This, I trust, will be a
sufficient apology for any apparent self-asser-
tion,

I will lay down three propositions: The
Church does not recognize the Sunday school
as an institution, Both by rabric and by ¢anon
the children of a parish are placed undor the
direct supervision and tutelage of the minister,

The instruction which the minister is in duty
bound to give to them is simply and solely the
catechism, and the doctrine, constitution, and
liturgy of the Church. (Title I, Canon 21,)

Tho duty of Cburch attendunce is laid upon
thy children in the office of Baptism, in the
words: * Ye shall call upon him to hear ser-
mons,”

A Sunday school which is founded upon these
principles and whick fulfills these duties will, of
necossity, be successful in accomplishing the
purpose which the Church demands, the exten-
sion and the building up of Christ’s kingdom
upon aurth, A Sunday school which is not so
founded, and which does not so worls, will be &
fuilure, and very likely an impediment to the
work of the rector of the parish. The problem
to be solved is, how to bring the Sunday school,
a8 at present constituted, upon thie basis and
within there lines of operation, There are two
plans. The first is for the rector voldly to as-
sert his prerogative, to disband his Sunday
school, to reorganize it as & Church-instruction
class, and to teach it himself. Thesecond is to
keep the Sunday school organization intact,
and by the application of * machinery,” to
move it gradually upon this basis and within
theso lines,

It is simply a question of tearing down your
house and building it over again; or of apply-
Ing hydraulic jacks and rollers and moviug it
whorever you want it. I take it ‘that if the
problem is to be solved at all, the latter is the
only practical plan. What machinory can ac-
complish this end ? In the first place, a few im-
Pediments must be cleared away.

1 have bofore me a book entitled “ The Sun-
day School Prayer Book.” It was published
thirty years ago, with tho recommendations of
teventeen Bishops of the Church, The learned
oditor in his prefaco used theso words: “The
children practically form # congregation by

themselves, with a™worship and teaching of
their own. Thoy nead, therefore, 2 Prayer Book
of their own—not by any means'a substitute
for the great manual (any more than attend-
ance at Sunday school is a substitute for attend-
anco af church}, but rather as an introduction
10 it—a gort of primer prayer book, so closely
resem bling it in form and arrangement as to
engage their interest and affection, and yet so
childlike in character as to be out-growi with
childhood.”

With all due defarence to the superior learn.
ing of the editor, I submit that the principle
which these latter words embody is false and
pernicious, 'While the Sunday School Prayer
Boolk did not fulfill the happy anticipation of
its spousors, the false principle upon which its
use was founded has become more or less
rooted in the Sunday school, and is one element
of its failure to accomplish its true end.

If the children “form & congregation by
themselves, with a worship and teaching of
their own," it is neither by the authority of the
Church nor by the demand of the children. It
comes to pass only by the selfishness, or tho
thoughtlessness, or the carelessness, or the ig
norance, or the stupidity of parents, governors,
teachers, spiritual pastors, and mastors,

If they need a worship of their own. the
Church 18 wrong in demunding that they shall
be taught the worship of the Lord’s Prayer and
the Sacraments, If they need a teaching ot
their own, the Church is wrong in ordering
that they shall be brought to * hear sormous,”
ginco the only sermon of which the Prayor
Book takes note is the sermon at Holy Com-
munion ; and also wrong in her canonical pro-
vision for their instruction.

Therefore, since the Church has provided no
“ primer prayer book,” and since she has or-
dered that the Prayer Book shall be the manual
of instruction for the children,two impedimonts
must be cleared away :

First, all lengthened forms of service adapted
from the Prayer Book, The Sunday school
daes not assemble for worship but for instruc-
tion; and the only authorized worship is that
of the Prayer Book, rubrically rendered. Any-
thing which would make the Suaday school
seem like a * children’s church” must operato
against an attendance upon the divine ordin-
ances. )

Second, all instruction which is not based
upon, and which does not illustrate, the doe-
trine, constitution, and liturgy of the Church,
of which the Y’rayer Boolk is the compendinm.
To make Sunday school instruction effective for
the end in view, it must create & hungur for the
gervice of the Church which precedes or fol-
lows. As the keynote of this instruction, the
children must be impressed with the fact that
they are members of the Sunday School only
a8 they are mombers of the Church, and that
they have the same right to own a Prayer Book
and to take thotr place in the Church service,
from the opening Sentences to the Bonediction,
as any adult member,

With these impediments swept away, tho
machinery can be applied. There are two ends
in view : First, to recure a regular and prompt
attendance at the sehool instruction. Second,
to secure the attendance of the scholars at the
service of the Church, For the accomplishment
of this, tho first machinery is n system of
awards. . Here an objection is made, that chil-
dren ought not to be paid for doing their duty.
But one who has leurned thoedifference between
the burnt.offering and the peace-offering, and
who knows that Christ was both, thal Ho did
the Father's will simply because it was the
Father's will, and at tho same time bad a mo-
tive for so doing—even “tne joy that wus set
before Him"—would not make such an objec-
tion. Objections have beon made to the Gos-
pel morality, that it is not perfect, sinco at
every step rewards are offered ; and of no dif-

ferent"kind is the objection to” Sunday school
awards. But an award differs from a prize. It
is not something given to the best scholar, but
to evory scholar who reaches a certain standard.

This system requires a careful record of at-
tondance, bohavior, ard lessons, for the Sunday
school, and a record of attendance for the
Churck. service. Then at the Christmas festival
the awards are given; firet for Church attend.
anco, and second for meritorious work in the
Sunday school.

A powerful incentive to tho children is an
honor roll, published cithor monthly or quar-
terly, with the names of those who have been
regular and prompt at church and Sunday
school, Published quarterly it can como within
the means of any Sunday school, as the in-
creased attondance will increase the contribu-
tions. Then, with a scholar’s record card of at-
tendance, to be punched with carly and lato
punch marks, tho machinery is complete.

I would not speak so confidently of those
principles and methods of Sunday school work
if thoy wore not all in successful operation in
the parish under my chargo. And the * proof
of tho pudding” 1s, after all, what the peoplo
want. 1 will be pardoned, then, if I give o
short account of the work as it is in actual pro-
gress:

The school assembles at 9.30 am., and each
scholar brings a card of attendance. Rach
seholar has & number, and this number is kopt
by the registrar, by the librarian, and by the
teachers, on their class-books cr class-cards,
The school is oponed with the Creed, the Ton
Commandments or the Duties, or some other
portion of the Catechism, set to music and sung
by the children, and then the Lord’s Prayer
and the Collect, All these form a part of the
instruction, Then the classes are formed and
forty minutes are given tu instruction, Then
all three departments re-assemble together, and
the superintendent gives the report of attend-
ance and contributions. Then tho school closes
with a short service.

The close of tho school is timed so that the
teachers and scholars can be in their seats for
the Church services when the processional be-
gins, Two records are kept of church attend-
ance; one by thescholar on his record card, and
one by the registrar. The registrar’s record
is mado from little tickoets which the tenchors
give oul to their classes, and which tho schol-
ars give up as they go out of the church,

What is the result ? From the roll of honor
for this yoar’s first quarter, I quote: Scholars
enrolled, 130 ; averago attondance, 86,

It is only right that I should state that tho
Sunday school mothods which I have employed
during my ecleven years’ ministry here are an
application of those which I learned in St. Au-
gustine’s chapel, Trinity parish, Now York,
under the Rev. Dr. Kimber.

I do not know wht nced there is of a chil-
dren’s Church or u Sunday school Prayer Book,
when any Sunday I can look down and sec tho
cight-year-old daughtor of my sonior warden,
with her Prayer Book open, taking her placo
a8 ** the child of God,” and a ministering priost
in His holy service.

IF you know the love of Christ, His is the
latest Name you will disire to utter: His is tho
latest thought you will desira to form; upon
Him you will fix your last look upon carth,
upon Him your first in Heaven.
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